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PREFACE. 



Books of voyagea and travels are so agreeable 
to me, that I do not feel any compunction in 
increasing the numb^; especially, as I wodid 
willingly perase the narratiTe of a voyage frofn 
London to Hull, or of a journey overland to 
Liverpool — if I could notfind a volume describing 
a visit to the Polar Bason, or to Central Africa, 
that would beguUe a leisure hour, and make it 
appear bnt a leisure moment. The usuid reproof, 
" How can you think of publishing anther book of 
travels, when there are already so many 9" would, 
therefore, be entirely thrown away upon me; I 
should coldly answer, *'The more the better;" 
and I would perhaps add, ** So long as the vol'uoes 
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can be piled up id such a manner as to leave a 
sufficient portion of the snr&ce of the earth clear 
for the pasture of cattle, and for the cultiration 
of &>m and wine, there can never be too many." 
I do Dot believe that an individual, however 
humble, ever existed, whose life, written by him- 
self with candour and simplicity, would not be 
interesting, and in some points even instructive: 
the Journal of a TraveHer is U» life dnn^the 
period of his travels ; it m conse<(aeiitly amwring, 
not wly on account of tbe countries of which be 
treats, but as a piece of autobiography. 

Themwa dignified criticaare frequanlly offnided 
a* the minute observations that abound in diaries ; 
but tbe nore particular the detsile, the more 
mgagiag is the author, at leasts in my opinion ; 
having «(ympathixed all Uto morning in his toiI% 
my imaginatioo is fatly ppspftred to sympathize 
alto at sunset in his supper and bedf I think 
him a churlish fellow, if he refuse to tbe reader 
his share of tbe refreshment and repttse its well 
as of the ftit^es and labours. 
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I Mt wme difficulty in writitig down vay 
remarks on such matten aa itrsck me during my 
toxir oa the continmt ; beeauM the exoterical and 
ext^nal nfteotioM on buildings and itreeta, and 
tbe fiiee of the coantry, which «nTy man will 
make ' in travelling, may already be found in 
Qnides ^id Maaaala for TniTellers, where they 
raoainqwetlyuHread} and esoterical and inwwd 
diougba; respecting men and manners, gmerally 
inv«h« persMwl observations on the character 
Qsd OABduct of mdiridnals, which have besn 
•bttdned in Ibe coofidence of society, and which 
eumc* be made psUiC without a grots breech 
imhI Tioiatimi «€ tba( cwiidenee. i «ndd oM 
coBaeot t» transcribe the height and length of 
each cathedral, and tb» nuad^er of its piilatft and 
windows; stiti less can I consent, Judas lifce, 
and l^e many prasons of the pt«aent i^fe^ who, 
i^otwiABtaBding, do not usually carry the pnfse, 
to expose whaterer secrets hare been rashly £«> 
trusted to nawovthy (tepositories. It is intposeihle, 
thweftve, to tell the vrorst things, because tbey 
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are not worth telling; or the best, because they 
are too valnable to be told: I can only renture to 
repeat alotid whaterer intermediate matters I 
chanced to find, which are not too vague to be 
tolo^ted, and yet sufficiently rague not to apply 
to any indiridual. 

■■ My remarka were always noted down at the 
time ; I almost invariably entered the occurrence* 
of the day in my pocket-book before I retired to 
rest, notwiUistanding my fatigue, which was often 
excessive. In making a selection from my 
manuscript it was necessary to exclude all su<ji 
topics, as from their peculiar delicacy, or ab- 
struseness, would require more time to bring my 
observations upon them into a fit state to meet the 
public eye, than was consistent with my ordinary 
occupations; whether I may ever be able to aug^ 
mrat the present work, by drawing from this 
stock, is at present doubtful, and most probably 
unimportant. 

I have lately had the pleasure of reading a 
narrative of a part of my tour, in "Notes and 
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ReflectiouB duriog a Ramble in Germany;" the 
author, from p. 117 to p. 166 of his work, relates 
OUT common journey with hie accuBtoned felicity 
and delicacy of obserration: he cwoinaDda esteem 
and regard by bis warmth of feeling and kindness 
of heart, and poesesses the rare merit of being 
equally agreeable in society and in print. 
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JOURNAL, &c. 



Wedrbsdat, Auovst3, 1925. — In the c^tadof 
the most iatoleraDt couotiy in the world, (which U, 
neverthelesa, the leut intolerant place in that countiy,) ' 
he wlio would do any thing, whether gr^at or HOall, in 
any reipect differently from the rest of tlie inhabitant*, 
is considered as excommunicate, and i» put out of the 
pale of society. He who would breakfoat before eight 
o'clock, must have old bread and old milk, or no 
bread and no nulk ; and be he contented or discoa- 
tented therewith, he will be Mteemed a mounter, who 
had rather eat at an uncanonical hour, than starve. 

On this fine morning, the trepidation of packing, the 
melancholy of parting, and an anxiety to arrive in good 
time, had placed me above, or below, all care for my 
breakfast ; I had, however, performed some of the ac- 
customed rites, sudi as oiakiag tea, allowing it to staiid 
tbeuBual timeand pouring itout,wheu at seven o'clock 
I was disturbed in my meditation by a kind friend, wb» 
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came to apeak a few good words at parting. At half- 
INutacTen I committed myself in a boat to the calm and 
mietf Thames, and woudered, with a certain feeling 
of distmst, which dojfs and yesn gtien^hen, how blind 
fortune would treat the various objects of interest 
that I left behind : I estimated the average mischief 
of six months, and said to mjreelf : «If it is not worse 
than that, or that, or even that, I shall get off easily." 
Tbnst in barbarons ages, have men been led to make 
yaUr and sacrifices^ and to- drive ft bai^ain^ with ma- 
lidoua destldy— in taich an age I migbt perhaps have 
said, « I am going awby for hal&a^year ; if, O &te ! yon 
will let ev^y thing else alone, and ntorfe especially will 
spare that, I ptnmise, when I Return, to sbcmt my 
hdrse and dogs, to throw my gun and weUu^ into die 
river, to bum my dotbes, and even, if yon will have 
it BO, my books: all which things wilLput-meto great 
iocoDvenience, and will therefore be a high gratifioa- 
tion tn you." With these thoughts Twos fast ap>. 
proadnDg London Bric^ : a Uttle iact can always 
banidi a gnat speculation. The watennan proposed 
to me to get into a larger boot ; to accommodate him, 
I complied with hit proposal, and:paid him his ftre; 
be complained' thnenpon that he wu not paid enoughr 
teoBuse, if he had gone bdow the bridge, be would 
have been oUigedto^wait along time. Iwaa somnidk 
amnscd by 41m. demaiid of ttiir crancal IMowtw be 
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STEAM-PACKET. 3 

pud for waiting, because he had not wnted, diat I 
could tlunk of nothing but thiv new Idnd of obligation. 
If you had lired in my house one year, 100/> woatd 
bftre been a reasonable rent ; but yon hare oever en- 
tered it, dierefbre pay me lOO/. To Feasomngao strictly 
legica], nothing but pathos was wanting to make the 
eloquence perfect ; and as my smile iaduced passion in 
the mui of oars — I was indulged witi» a bunti viach 
made my thoughts as merry as they had hitherto been 
sad. I had been warned against a steam-packet called 
the Talbot ; but as I was derarous to go to Ostend, I 
determiued to take my chance; I was, however, glad 
to find the Earl of Liverpool had been substituted for 
that vessel) which judges of these matters had praised 
as much as they had censnred the other. 

I got on board the packet at eight o'clock, and 
amnsed myg^F for half an hour before we sailed, in 
observing my fellow-passengers, and the attendant 
IHends who came to see them on board. I was enter- 
tained by one group, consistiog of an anxious father, 
hie BODS, and a tutor; the tutor was quite a different 
creature ihe fether being present and- the fether being 
alisent. The anxiety of the fother urged him to be 
instructing the instructor of his sons — to do this, not 
that; toomittfiis, not to omit that. Whilst the father 
reouuned, he was bowed down, like a donkey by 
IS sacks of eoals on his back ; when the lather 
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4 ITEAU-PACKET. 

had gone on shore, he was like the same animal re- 
lieved of his burden. At an early hour the people 
crowded down into the cabin to dinner ; I dined, as 
men dine in ships, on the deck, with an honest 
German, who ate huge masses of meat, and gave vent 
to his joy in clumsy jokes after the German style, 
such as — " it is a [nty that man is so much the slave of 
his senses — but we must eat," &c. It was delightful 
in a vessel, where usually all is discomfort, to find 
such real mirth, and such real appetite. I was not a 
little entertained hy observing a person entirely occu- 
pied with one idea ; he was an old man, and having 
watched a long time for a place next to a female, as 
soou as it was vacant, running with awkward gallantry 
to take it, he pitched the contents of his glass into her 
lap, and sat down upon her plate, which was by her 
ude: in this case the possession of the object of deuie 
did not produce the expected happiness, for the lady 
almost immediately got up, and went away. We 
ran swiftly down the Thames, passing every thing, 
whether by impelled wind, or by vapour, ordinary 
and extraordinary; among the latter may be placed 
the steam-packet which had stuled the day before for 
Calcutta. On the deck 1 observed several persons, 
whom I looked at with sincere compassion : even if 
they have a safe and fhyourable voyage, which I 
heartily wish, they are objects of pity. In my case. 
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«TEAH-PACKET. 5 

the packet was a good s^ler, the accommodation good, 
the people civil, the paseage remarkublf short, the 
dny fine, the wind iair, the sea, although not calm, by 
DO means rough, and I was not sick : yet, under all 
these favourable circumstances, it was most disagree 
able. At sea the motion is annoying, in the river 
unpleasant : besides the beat and noise, the constant 
trembling, such as one feels in a mill, is harassing : 
it is like being on board a great cockchafer, which 
buzzes and spins continually : to a nervous person it 
must be most distressing. Yet the certainty of result 
is as immense advantage ; and to know tlint at the ap- 
pointed hour yon will jump from the infirm plank to 
the firm pier, with nearly the same accuracy m you 
predict the time of descending from the box of a stage- 
coach, ia consolatory, even to the sea-sick. 

At half-past eight in the evening we lost sight of the 
North Foreland, and of England. The wind aiding 
our paddles, blew us over bo soon, that we waited for 
nearly an hour, until the shallow harbour was suffi- 
<nently filled with water to receive us. It was dark and 
rainy, and we were glad to see the light, which an- 
nounced that our discomfort was at an end : we pre- 
sently ran alongside the pier, and landed amongst 
many Custom-house officers. The smell was tlie smell 
of fish, and the appearance and sounds were as though 
we had arrived in some sea-port in Wales : the uncouth 
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■oiwe which the people made vas like the aatediluviaii 
tongue, and the asipect of the men mho received us 
mu Cambiian : p^haps a barbaroua dialect, and the 
iiuaditiate lue of beer, give men the same appearance 
in bU countries. One Bet of men took po Mcac ion «f 
«ur pasaports, another of our bagga^ : we were then 
permitted to retire to a quiet old inn, half fordgn, 
lialf English, where f^enty of tea and of cinlity, at 
about two o'clock in the morning xestored the balance 
of animal and mental power. 

Ostend. like other easily accessible ports, is infested 
by bands of English, who are by no means calculated 
to give strangers a favourable opinion of the national 
character : a band of these barbarians invaded the 
room whilst we were at tea, and kept np a convei^ 
Ration in atonethat made me blush for my countrymei^ 
Where do such persons hide themselves in England ? 
I have only met with them in fordgn countries. A 
man of common feeling is often tempted to taj to his 
fweign Kend: "I cannot ask of you to judge of iu 
from the best qtetameua, but pray do not judge firom 
the worst." In Uiis instance I ate mj soul and dranic 
my tea in silence and tesoLved that to-4norrow^% or 
nther that day's eim, should noit set, me bett^ la 
Ostend. I was glad to ascend a good bed, in a toota 
of which the fioor afibrded a sample of the mixed 
nature of the inn : upon one of the rosy^i^eied iSoOTs 



Dglizac^y Google 



«f fVaBoe-Nu ■pMod ma EKg4wh carpet, of tbeMoae 
f««l:tcni.aathBtintlwsputBMBt«f a dicrubed peraoH. 
TbeM is moEe individuality in pattemi, lAtAex tf 
^X9f€ta, of chiBai of gown, .of fonatuie, or of aqr 
■VtherdoinesticinKtter, tbaniB!U7tiiiiig«li& Natfadiig 
Tecdk in sooh a vivid mawMT tadie me«>T7t Apecaon 
or ua «vent, ai Hie iaueneH of pwttcsn. It ia ca^r te 
talk of great miitd*, «iid af Uttie .utttida, and of gi- 
gantic Htinds ; but it would be^fficnlt to pevanadena, 
tbat Looke, or Sfewton, or any other much .waOkei 
'P«(Soa, wonlil harp M»a » gown cf die aame pattern 
ai that -in whidi hi* greodrnpthar fint whipped Um* 
without inking of rods aatd of ieam. 

TsvuDAT, AcovST 4. — Har«g obtained mj paaa- 
port and ba^age in good time, I .paid the aewcnl 
ofieera, for the aame reason that iM gammon are 
yd A tecaoae they have alKBdy.gireB aopoe tronble, 
and dint titej aoay not give in<H«. W.e Tinted « 
ebun^ 'iidiioh waa large and baudaone; it pleaaed 
some young Bngbahmoi, who had not aeen before 
MM of the^eoonited'teiiiplea«f .tbe£lhuiich of fiom^, 
dLfler admiriqg 'it eeaee time, they cepiembered b> 
V?^> tbat theyithwagbt a ftlain church Sraa mudi bttU 
ter'tbaa m -MmanieDtal ohureb; to »hi<^ I acceded, 
apd felt gtstefol for Nic^ a new and original nmaric 
3%erC'Wei« ma^ women at their vletotianB; 4*V*11 
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wore the auci«it black cla«ki which) with a white cop 
and a deep lace, is universal in tlua CDuntiy> and not 
unbecoming. We met a priest in a strange grotesque 
gown, which amused tlie boys : I do not TecoUect 
that they made any objection to him. The old cos- 
tumes are of no use, but they are amusing : to 
diUdien they. must be deligbitful: as one must be 
somewhere, it is as well to be in a pleasant place ; as 
one must see something, it is as well to see what 
amuses. Peoplesay, itisofnonse; but what is use? 
what is of use i In some senses, perhaps, nothing is 
really of Witt except baptism and repentance. 

The aspect and the smell of Ostend, although the 
Utter is by no means bad for a fishing-town, and the for- 
mer (the streela and squares betug straight and wide, the 
houses good, well-bwlt, cheerful, and well-windowed) 
is not unpleasant, made me neverthdess rejoice, isther 
than regret, that most likely I should never enter its 
walls or sand-banks agun. The houses were closely 
shut: it would have been pleasant to have seen the 
innde of one: the windows were defended against 
. prying eyes by muslin curtainB and by Holland blinds. 
To live in a great bouse, if unblessed by taxes, asses*, 
ments, and rates, is not expenuve; if it was originally 
well-built, the expense of repmrs is not great ; hut 
to furnish well, aud to keep well furnished, a laig* 
house, is expeuHve; it was to see how this was 
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effected that I wished to enter. One of the Urgeat 
houses was inscribed with a mnKi and the addi- 
tion of not&iy and land-iurveyor ; u the owner, it 
may be presnmedi ib the fonner capacity moat pro- 
bably Ksembles an attorney ; it muat be a comfort to 
al] good men to reflect, that the trade flourishea, even 
here — and no wise man can suppose that the notary 
has the leaat difficulty in fnrmahing his house, or 
in feathering his nest, howevet it may be wi'Ui his 
ndghbours. The churches contain the usual wax-work 
figures in tbe costume of the present day* — I speak 
of Randera ; and the blessed Virgin is represented at 
the door of a chnrdii in a glass case, attired in a 
modem dress — I say modero also in tbe senae of the 
Netherlaads ; and it is strictly so, as the atyle is not 
older than the period of cur great-grand motbera in 
England. Every Englishman wbo visits Flandets must 
unkaro that reverence for ancestors which is accounted 
so great a part of wisdom; for here he will find, in duly 
nsei strange articles of the fumitnre of former days. 
When in our boyhood we saw a spoon, of which the 
carved handle was no handle, but an apostle— a ^aaa 
of nncoath fonn, or some other preposterous vessel, 
we felt unbounded reverence for the ancestor wh» took 
hia broth with such spomi apostolical oat of such pr&> 
posterous vessel ; we fdt awe-Btriick at the thoughts 
of him and of his wisdom, which we esteemed as vastly 
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10 08TEND XO BRUOES. 

^tatter then our own; bat nhai we truMl 'm fite 
Jfetkedttodfc and pac^re-tbait &e infaabtkutBJbmufy 
JbandW iridi ftmilisrify, Hiofa QteaMb u our fera^ 
-frtfacM .left itt the' iwMMt teoesMa of ow cvpibowdai 
iite bijlowed aumohalB of riKmadse^ and that the 
J]«mingsaRjiiot>idKr<h8it«eMe, ActeHrease iaAn 
wnjt aitdthetftttbiaJoBced lopon ear win^i. tfaatiit 
is poMiUe to joe qointi or eren uaccmtb, pertvps 
^fWepoBlennu, ^rithont being wjk. 

At fatr o'dttck ia the aftenioon, I embarked u 
4he barg« lor Bruget; it waa huge aod conunaiboifi, 
andira*4nmra bftfaiee bonest at jtfw tateof DUilf^ 
£w nults an bout A «rag obaorved jiudy, aod 
much to bia ova ntisfactiopt that tfae team^Mit 
M«B Ipleaaanter tba* the ■team-boat. The country 
m (MxfecAly fiat ao all itdeii appweatly lower than 
the l«wl of Ibe cuid. There arc no tnai near 
Ostendi but tbey gradtmlly Bbow tbeaudves, and at 
l««t ^ country beoames almost voody, with fhnty 
ef poUord-wiUowfc oak, dm, and aah. Iwt oU «f a 
«»iill sise. The Iwd was mostly anbl«r->lbe cent 
was ripe, and ibey won be^juung ta «ut it. bot vary 
JiCMB*ely, .attiie rate«f two:wam«lli tft«£eUl.of twcniy 
»cres. TIk fonv-bowos. rtackai .and nUagei, co»- 
^nsally reminded Ibe eye of Cuyp'i jsotures, and 
of the eb^ngs of aiauhff jKenary^ Some flax tp 
muKuia idM% either atcepinf;* or spread .out ta di^ 
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tainted tbe air. Wentaiider«MMtof caiwpy •« the 
d«ck : a young Engliih lady talked io me. at Sit 
Walter Scottf b Mvela, if he be indeed the oolbar ti 
theae woriui aai the petawi wbo haa ao ItMig .beea 
aabuned o£ beii^ ao giievoosly orerpaid for sack pro 
ductipiu. She spoke ^ the Cnisadent and ibow ih« 
bad read that work— tbat Bb« liked the Talianaan, that 
it was about BicWd lU. atvd Sakdin— tkat it wm 
better than the lesti beatHte there waa Ina w*eariBf 
^ it, a habit into ntuch the aalbM had imb^qHly 
gotten— but iliat it waa a dai^eioge kjind «if rMding, 
at beat; twdii^ to Frencbiiy the nalioiti asd to i»- 
tooduoe a French fcivohty. Happj Ei^had I the 
need not ^ar fnvolitf , bo Jong bb her doughten cm 
make suck ronarka as these. It had been aboweiy «U 
d^, and it had rained almuatall the w^. Weamrcd 
«t Rragfai and kwded anoi^st clamMuns pratws. 

We walked a long way tbroagb atreeta of aploMbd 
houiea : the aspect of the Flemish cities is glocnay ; 
tb$ nin and the clondy sky, jwned with my oma i«* 
gretB for the absence of fii^tdii made qw mdancfaoly. 
We jiut CH^pt oat of the inn io the gteat pquan : Um 
Hotd de ViUe, with its fine tows', ib a noble ed)fioe> 
We snpped well at the <table d'hAt^ and I Aept awt^ 
my &tigue in a 4uU little rpooi on the gro«B&-fiooc. 
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Fkiday, Auodst 5. — I breakfasted in tbe public 
room. It is a great luxuiy to the imagination to have 
breakfast served in French china — it has the appearance 
of cleaonese : tbe skin is so white and smooth, that it 
is like being waited upon by ladies, and not hj ordi- 
nary maid-serrants ; which, supposing it were no crime 
to be wuted upon by ladies, and supposing also, 
wbaterer is necessary to be supposed, would likewise 
be a great luxury. After breakfast I reported my 
pToceedinga to my friends in England, by means of 
ink contained in a gallipot, where currant jelly or 
raspberry jam had formerly dwelt. At a sea-port in 
the North of England, I once saw a girl making a 
pork-pie in a vessel that loves seclusion ; it was 
standing in the open kitchen, in the full light, and 
seemed to blush for its ungrateful mistress, in whose 
service it had lost a handle, and at b^ng thus drawn 
from its natural retiNment. 

At hotels people are required to pay for a private 
room : it would be more just to make them pay for 
liberty to sit in the public To<»n — besides being bettw 
served, and the advantBges of society, in public a 
nngle man can less reproach himself; and the con- 
scieoce of a married ntan, that is to say, his wife — for 
the wife is the conscience of the husband, however un- 
conscionable she may be — is less able to upbraid faim 
in public. " A good consience is tiie greatest of all 
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blesuDgs, CO is a good wife — as all who have found 
each an one will testify." I made this remark to a per- 
eoDf who answered: "Yes, that is most admirable 
by day — but by night — but by uig-ht — why is there 
not a public .room for the night ? I once saw a mo- 
nastery," he added, ■* where was a dormitory with 
forty beds for the monks, but they were all single 
men — why have they no dontiitories for married tneoi 
t« save thuT souls from nightly fears i My wife i« 
annous to appear amiable to all persona, exactly in 
proportion as it does not concern them that she should 
really be so ; if there were thirty-nine beds in our room 
filled with straugere, I ^ould have such charming 
nights ; there would be none of those curtain lectures. 
But I doubt about a wife being' properly called a con- 
science," he continued, " we have a good conscience 
and a bad consoence, a good wifie and a bad wife ; butt 
wfao ever had an applauding conscience, an approving 
conscience — I mean an approving wife }" A lady, 
to whose judgment I eubnutted tins matter, said— 
"Oh! it is because no man behaves to hiswifeasbe 
ought ; what husband ever acts so that his wife can 
approve of him ? Why did you not tell the fellow 
this — I would have soon told him so." I could only 
answer, with indescribable confusion, "that I cer- 
tunly thought something of the kind, but I wanted 
her power of expresung it." 
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Hamag ituAeA my tetten, I wttllced quietly about 
the qaiet, largei and handsome city. "Vhe fmell of 
the canolH at tiik waMn ii most distneflsiDg, «dioUB, 
orenThdmingi end oppresHYc ; peraooi Maiding bere 
nTiMt either pine away and TsiHsbi or become used tso 
it, M as not to percetre it. Aa a ChtiBtian, I am 
boaad to be tolerant towards my erriag bvetbreH) who 
any not have the same lights that I hare, tbercfere 1 
muld foi^ve the Chnr(:hof Rome <me half of bar er- 
rors, great as our divines say they are, if ber children 
wonld give up the use of salt firii, with tbe pmsonoua 
odooT of which all Uring and ^ dead- things ere defiled. 
I sat d*wn on one of the drawbridges over cme «f the 
cuials in Ae eity of Bruges (for bdng a stranger I 
was not bound not to be unusnalj to write down dtis' 
osd some other tbeughta that struck me : this act at- 
tracted the notice of Hk Flesungs ; men, raid chiefly 
w^Ben, crowded to tbe windows to see what I was 
d^iig: they looked eurioai, but net intolerant, nor 
as if they thou^t, that because I did not as they did, 
I ought to be thrown into Ae canal. 

In thecouTseof my widk I went into some churches: 
they were ftdl of pictures and figures ^ tbe Virgin. 
In one church I saw many Httle wBXRi figures h^ging 
upon an iron circle bke that used for roasting larks, 
-■■ the y were like tegs- and wings; other httle waxen 
things were Uke livers and gizau^: to the eye of w 
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eold cfllcuktinj^ penon th^ mre ri<licaEoi»; t» dw 
eya of M&t, no doubt, BkMt cdifftB^. W« bad k 
knadsoaie yoatig FlenuBb Ikdy ftt diaiKF, but with 
soch.a Btm^ ^cdbns of eiMabmamse^ ttwt oAv 
kmkuig at ber Mbji timet, it becuae fttiilAil to took 
my loQgw; and the tiwugfat of alwayB looking at 
nd a &oe, intalerabler I aJw obserrad aome band- 
■ome womm ia tlK stnaetB, b«t trith « Tny peculiar 
d^eeaKoain tbe eyes uid nuMMb, and a certain poo- 
jectitMi oC tlte upper lip, which, to thoae who are usedi 
to it, may be t^reed^tlek^ I mu told by penona who- 
profesaed to Bpeak not meidy frMu bearaay, that At 
kdies of thu taty are not cruel; but on thia anbject it 
is Mfualkf difficult tO'bdieve and uot to brieve. 

An Eagliah genttemaa t^d me that he had lodged 
andiboardedwithaman of fiunilfin Bruges, (ItUakbe 
called him a baron,) in a comfortable style, for twenty 
fiunea a month. I was aUo infomsd, that oDother 
Engtishman bad married a T^oui^'lady: first before 
a ma^^rate only, wUcb ia a good manisgv in law, but 
is not c(»iad««d respectaUc : diat a second attrriage 
in ihe chuMh being HbeitSare doemed expedient, in 
oader to cdcbiate Ute seooud mfuriagei in t^ oaae oC 
a fbieigneT, a dispensation from the Pope was necea- 
nry. That he told die cur£ he would not pajr 
anf espensea: ^ cns^ wrote to Home ajid ob- 
tainad penniesion to matry on p^ment of postage. 
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amounting ta thirty fnncs, which were accordingly 
p^d, aod the second marriage lolemiuzed. The 
postage and a certaip familianty wit^ the pope aeero 
apocryphal; but the story, if it be mere gOMipi is in- 
structive, as showing the tone of pubht: feeling on 
these subjects. I was also informed at Ghent) that 
the clergy had obtained from the government, that 
their permiesion should be procured previously to a 
marriage before a civil magistrate; and that permisuon 
might be refused ; but, as I understood, not without 
cause — such as the parties being within the prohibited 
d^rees; butthisis a considfirable step. These holy 
men, who do not marry themselves, wish still to pre- 
ride over the marriages of others; they are not con- 
tent with being the priests of the tyie God, but desire 
also to be the priests of the pagan deities. Hymen 
and Jono pronuba. 

I visited, immediately after dinner, the church of 
St. Salvador, wluch is a handsome building, in the 
Mtmpany of a fine, full-grown, full-fed English parson. 
I was surprised at his ignorance of the subjects of most 
of the pictures, but I suppose he did not choose to blot 
the fine hot-pressed paper of his mind with superfluous 
knowlec^. Not being much read in the breviary 
myself, I was yet able to explain some of them to him ,- 
in each instance,' after a most appalling grunt, lie 
exclsumed, •' That's not Scripture ! " At last we came 



U3l.:a..y Google 



BKUCIES. I? 

to a painting of the baptiam in the river Jordan : I re- 
marked, that for that) at least) there was Dome little 
aatbontf of scripture. He stared at it. and with the 
slow pace of an elephant, the sagacious animal marched 
off. 'ilie Flemish punters affect principally a strong 
relief, and try to make the picture stand out of the 
frame: the descent of the Holy Ghost upon the 
Virgin, in the church of St. Salvador, is very remark- 
able on this account; some steps are painted at the ' 
bottom of the picture, on which an open book is 
lying ; the relief is most powerful. It is said that 
Napoleon sent this work to Paris, but that it had been 
restored. I visited the academy and an exhibition of a 
small number of pictures, perhaps thirty ; there was no- 
thing of any great merit. I observed the same attempts 
to give a strong relief in the productions of the last 
year, as in the older works. I also visited the English 
convent, consisting of thirty-MS nuns, many of whom 
are said to be young and beautiftil : the chapel is neat 
and pretty ; tile altar, which is formed of small pieces 
of marble of various colours, skilfully joined, is 
extremely handsome. We likewise examined the 
Jerusalem, a copy of the church of the holy se- 
pulchre in that city : it is most probably very exact, 
for it is a dark ugly hole. The most manifest false- 
hoods in support of the faith are openly asserted with 
solemn gravity ; a painting, which represents a father 
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^ving his daughter to a butcher to be killed like a 
calf, because she nould not become a convert to Pro- 
testantism, exhibits an event, which tbey told us hap- 
pened dght hnodred years ago. They said likewise, 
that the church called Jemsalon had been built 
four hundred years, in the presence of the monument 
of the founder, one Adumusi which testified that he 
was buried in 1600. 

I apprehend that the sign of the wheat-flower, or 
whettt-blosaom, is peculiar to this city : IHotel de la 
FleuT de BU, semel ocntrrit: the Crown, the Red 
Lion, &c. pastm. 

Satukday, Auqdst 6. — At nine o'clock this 
morning I embarked for Ghent, in a barge much 
larger than the last boat, and drawn by uk horses. 
They were not all tied to one rope, as is usual with 
the barges on the Thames ; but there were three ropes 
diverging from the top of the maat, and two horses 
fastened to each rope. I placed myself near a priest, 
who was seated on the deck, and was mumbling over 
Us breviary. After he had pocketed the sacred volume, 
and had taken some snuff, we conversed together. 
What would not the Catholic clergy be, but for the 
use of snuff, which they scatter copiously over them- 
selves, as we powder stuffed birds with pepper and 
alum, to hinder them from dropping to pieces. He 
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was a strange, sullen, haivj', dull, unwashed, un- 
combed, unshaven, ta.t)aw-&ced being; of ill look 
and of worse omen ; his broadvisage was an exaggera- 
tion and caricature of that of the sourest quaker ; and 
long flasenlockshungBround it in disorder, like rays; 
so that the whole resembled the sign of the niD, or of 
the full moon, as I have seen it daubed in white upon a 
black board, for the sig^ of an inn, where no one 
seemed to enter; for his innate sense of astrologf 
• would deter every man' from tempting such a solar or 
lunaraapect, if he had not lost all reverence for bad 
fare, damp beds, and uncivil treatment. On this ac- 
casion I felt grateful to fortune for having given me 
au opportunity of conversing with such a personage. 

Having contemplated him fully, end taken his 
bearings, whilst he was reading to himself the service of 
the day, some time after the leaden eyes had followed 
the filthy thumb to the end of the morning's task, I 
ventured to ask him a few questions. He told me that 
he was a native of Bruges, but resided at Ghent, and 
s^d, with an air of the tenderest melancholy, that 
there are no tithes now in Flanders, but that the 
clergy are paid by the government ; that five hundred 
francs a year was the lowest aum, two thousand the 
highest, besides what they got by masses, marriages, &c. 
I could not learn how much this might be. There are 
only three bisbopncks ; the rest of the country is go- 
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vemed by vicars-general, who, in ease any scandal 
shaW occur amongst the clergy, which we both i^reed 
isimpoBuble, have power to punisbit. He heard with 
pleasure that there are still tithes in England, and 
listened with surprise and debgbt to my acconnt of 
the revenues and patronage of the Protestant bishop 
of Durham, and of the arduous and laborious duties 
by which they are earned ; and he remarked, that in all 
countries the Protestant clei^ are well paid, and it 
is fit they should be, as they are required to marry 
and to enjoy life ; that in Flanders people are strictly 
enjoined to fust on Friday and Saturday, hut could 
not be punished for neglecting this duty ; that ther 
was plenty of good fish to be had. He anxiously in- 
quired whether the use of butter in Lent was not forbid- 
den amongst the English Catholics ? I am.sorry tlmt my 
knowledge of divine things was not sufficiently exten- 
sive to enable me to ^ve him an answer. I told him 
that the English clergy generally wear round hats ; at 
this he seemed much scandalized and shocked : he 
mounted a first-rate shovel, with all its tackle, apparel, 
and rigging. Soon afterwards, in turning the comer 
of the canal, the wind suddenly caught his hat, and 
blew it off his head : some women who were sitting 
behind were much amused ; they laughed aloud, and 
caught the hat, which, but for their timely interfe- 
rence, would have gone into the water. When he had 
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)>egaii)ed the majestic ficlt, Hod felt what he had re- 
gaioed, and after he had gnvely superimposed it 
apon hill awful head, I ventured to oburre. "that 
though it might be lefia cooNstent with Christian per- 
fection, yet, in stormy times, the round hat of the 
Protestaat minister was the most secure." He smiled 
quietly at this sacril^ous jest, and said, "that for 
ease, the Protestant ministry was certainly the best." ' 
I saw many goats tethered on the banks of the canal ; 
and indeed, wherever there is a green spot as large as 
a sheet of paper, a goat is at anchor near it : all ranks 
use the milk, but the flesh of the kids is eaten by the 
common people only. The priest said he had never 
eaten it ; it cannot, therefore^ be desirable food. There 
were many trees by the side of the canal, bat all of a 
small nze. We dined most comfortably in the cabin 
in a party of twelve: the dinner cimsisted chiefly of 
fish, but not entirely, although it was Friday, and 
there was a priest at table ; tiiere was not literally any 
flesh, but there were fowls and pigeons. Some fo- 
rei^ers, who had lately been in England, mode bitter 
complaints of the gloom of our Sundays : the fanatic 
English would suffer no amusement, except, perhaps, 
a walk in the park ; no diveruon — nothing but psalm- 
singing; even all the public-houses were shut up, as . 
if thirst were essential to true piety, and beer and de- 
votion incongruous. They had been much struck 
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alio, and not a little amused, by the ridiculous drew 
of the footmen in London. Immediately after dinner 
the priest relapsed into his breviary : at half-past three 
o'clock our voyage ended, and ve arrived at Ghent. 

Our first visit was to the botanical garden : but as 
we had been delayed in making callst it was somewhat 
dark ; I could, however, see that it was good, espe- 
cially the arboretum. There was also a large collec- 
tion of greenhouse and stove plants, and many busts 
and statues of Flemish botanists. As the institution 
had only subusted a few years, the gardener had not 
bad sufficient time to suffer all the plants to die off) 
except perhaps a few hollyhocks and marygolds, whicht 
with some pertinacious wall-flowers, are usually the 
surviving tenants of a botanical garden. It is a pub- 
lic promenade ; and if it is less extensive th^n the g^- 
den at Kew, it has the great advantage of b^ng open 
at all times, to all personsy — men, women, and children. 
It is only in England that such places are permitted 
to be locked up, to flatter the indolence or the cupid- 
ity of some pompous curator. In Ei^lood, because 
our government is monarchical, an institution is called 
royal, that is to say, public ; it is soon, however, said 
to be the private property of his Mt^et^ ; but I ap- 
prehend that the private property of a king of Eng- 
land, in England, is, both in nature aitd value, much 
like the prirate property wluch every man brings into 
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the world irith him, and takes away witii him when bt 
quits it. We visited the literaiy society : the roomi 
are handsome ; they cunsiit of the ground-floor of 
one of the nohJe houses in the Place d'Armei. We 
did not see Ae. library : the collection of newsptipers 
was me^re; the ouly Ei^sfa p^er was The St. 
James's Chronicle. 

Sunday, Adoost 7.— This morning we passed 
some hours in a piivate collection of books ; they were 
partly arranged in a fine room, one hundred feet in- 
length, with a painted cdling, which had formed part 
of a tnoDBstery of Augustines, and partly scattered 
aboat on the marble floor. It is an immense collec- 
ban for a private person, and contains, heudes many 
useful hooks, a large proportion of tall copea and un- 
cut copies, and first editions, axtA uniques ; and of all 
tite tariouB instauces of that contemptible and mia- 
chievous spirit of quackery, which would put buying 
books into the place of reading them; and would 
ouike the mai^in, the binding, and the typie, and eren 
the colour of the ink, of more importance than tiia 
text, the contents, and tbe matter. This is a powerfal 
diversionin favour of ignonmce, and therefore cannot 
be too highly censured. We then procseded to the 
Mnseuni, which contains a good collection of plaster 
cuts, to a school of drawing and of architectan. aod 
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to a gallerf of old Flemish pictures. One by Rubens 
representB St. Francis receiTing the stigmata; they 
are all five bleeding most violently. The Flemish 
painters are too prodigal of blood ; they imagine that it 
is pathetic— it is only filthy : one little look of patient 
saffering is more affecting than an oceaii of gore. 

We dined at the table d'hflte, at one, the usual din- 
ner hour in this country. One of the company, a 
stout jolly fellow, was an aeoeat ; he carved the meat, 
and seemed to think himself, and to be thought by 
others, the chief person at table. The conversation 
took a l^al turn, about a majority of seven to five in 
the jury, aud.about the game-laws; they proceeded to 
argue in the usual way, by citing some cases, and by 
Buppoung others ; and, as usual, all seemed to be 
more willing to talk than to listen. After the desire 
of food, of wine, and of law, had been taken away 
from our minds, we sallied forth to see the city and the 
churches. 

The city is a medium between Bruges and Antwerp — 
less neat than the former, less rough and Spanish 
than the latter ; it is a very large place : the popala- 
tion is said to be sixty-seven thousand. The priest 
in the barge yesterday told me that it was five 
thousand : such is the ignorance of a fellow who reads 
nothing but his breviary ! In a church that I had en- 
tered before dinner, filled with people, with pictures. 
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marbles, and orange-trees, they were in the middle of 
the service. I stood for a moment near an Irishman, 
of a low class, and read in his wild eye and aspect the 
same ferocity that we observe in the Irish labourers 
dinkiug about the dirty chapels in London. I then 
went near the altar; a fine girl, well dressed, was 
kneeling upon a chair, with a most devout appearance; 
I crept quietly up to her, and peeping over her Moulder 
into her book, found that she was reading, near the 
end, something entitled " Des natures divertei de 
r Amour," as a young Protestatit girt might be reading 
tite nuirriage ceremony in our prayer-book ; when she 
perceived that I was looking over her, she slily and 
quietly changed the place, by means of her left thumb, 
to the Credo, which was then going on. After dinner 
we visited several other churches ; they were perform- 
ing the evening service in all of them, in a rraiarkably 
loud, strong voice, and making, in &ct, a most 
ludeons noise; both priests and choristers appeared 
careless and inattentive ; their eyes continually wan- 
dering about, and their hands engaged in some occu- 
pation; one was winding up his watch, another but- 
toning his waistcoat, another searching for something in 
his pockets. The small tonsure on their dirty heads is 
exactly hke the knee of a pious horse, that, through 
frequent genuflections, has rubbed all the hair off, but 
without breaking the skin. In the church of St. 
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Bavau, which is the cathedral) we saw the firet <»)- 
paintiog; the diBcovery of this art, like most othersi 
IB said to have been made by accident by the painter 
Van Eyk. The mbject is the adoration of the lamb 
in the apocalypse; it exhibits a number of persons in 
the midst of a v«ry green ijieadow adoring the lamb« 
and is certainly extremely curious. There are plenty 
of marbles, . altars, and pictures ; and a g;ood Rnbens, 
wbich represents the reception of St, ^van, the tn- , 
telary saint of the cathedral and of the city, into a 
convent : he is distributing his goods to. the poor, and 
is leaving his wife, a fine, fat, buxom, dame, to go to 
the devil in her own way. A priest, who was in the 
chapel in which the picture hangs, politely explained 
it to usj b^t with a certain air of unctioa, as if be 
hoped that snch ao example might be not wholly 
without edification : especially when he said, "and he 
leaves his wife," and pointed to the plump, comely 
lady at the bottom of the picture. His manner 
seemed to add: "and thus he gets rid of that carnal 
mischief, which is the chiefest of Satan's snares." 
The air of the lady in the painting, who turns quietly 
away, appears, however, as;if she thought, "what a 
fool' have I got for a husbaod ; but as hitherto I have 
often done well without him, so, from henceforth, I 
trust that I always shall." We saw also the church 
of St. Peter, which is of a stcinge style of archi- 
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tecture without, but handsome within: we agreed 
that it would make aa admirable library. In onr 
ramble Ihrongh the townj we met with many into- 
resting houses, many curious streets, a most picto- 
resque market-place, and an immense canoon or 
mortar, that had been used by some Duke of Bur- 
gundy to throw atones from ; it was formed within of 
bars or staves of iron welded together ; and of hoops 
of iron on the outnde, joined together in the samq 
manner. The streets resounded almost all tbe night 
of this Sunday with noisy rejoicings. 

Monday, August 8. — It is sdd to be the intention 
of the government to found a Collegium Philotophieum, 
which is a strai^ name for the kind of thing that it 
is meant to be, viz. a uuiversity for candidates for tbe 
priesthood : but governors are attempting in many 
places to obttun credit for philosophy, and to make 
it sei^e for a cheat and a false pretence, under which 
to pass th^r forged and counterfeit wares. The 
government is also said to be desirous to get a mono- 
poly of education, under the pretence that tiieywish 
(for every thing must be done under some pretenice) to 
keep it out of the hands of the Jesuits ; but that the 
cleigy are somewhat difficulL 

We went to see the public library, which containa 
a fine coUectioD of books* formed from tbe librarieaof 
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the various monasteries t)tat were suppressed or de- 
stroyed : it is upen almost all the day toatl persous with- 
out difficulty or restraiot. We ofterwaida went to the 
university to bear a young man keep hie act in medi- 
cine : the subject was the chronic dropsy, on which he 
had written and printed a Latin dissertation, coDtaining 
his notions respecting that disorder. He maintained 
them for about an hour, as well as several miscella- 
neous medical theses, against all objections, tolerably 
well, in barbarous Batavian Latin. The young man 
must have been sufficiently well informed, unless' 
the thing had been previously got up and arranged, 
which I, being of a suspicious dispontion, suspected, 
and ventured to surest to several of the professors, 
who assured me that the scene was ex improvise. The 
museum and cabinets of natural history are handsome 
rooms and galleries : they contain many shells, mine- 
rals, and fossils, and many skeletons of various ani- 
mals, extremely well prepared by a person connected 
with the establishment. Tlie umversity was formerly 
a Jesuit's collie ; it has been much enlarged and im- 
proved, and when finitlied will be a noble edifice. I 
greatly coveted it for the new London University, to 
which all men, who have not an interest in the igno- 
rance of their fellows, must heartily wish success. I 
saw the theses proposed for disputation by the univer- 
sity of Louvtune fixed against the wall in the usual 
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manner ; they were such sa might have suited any 
other royal university in the world. A prize had been 
given that day for the best essay on a subject, the na- 
ture of which teaches admirably how useAil and im- 
portant is the kind of instruction that may be expected 
in sncb places : it was, " What part did Flanders take 
in the Crusades > " This was called teaching the stu- 
dents the history of thar own country, and raicou- 
ra^ng patriotism ; that ia, a notion, that in all ages 
the goreroment of the country has been perfectly wise 
and perfectly good, even in the matter of the Cru- 
sades, which were dictated and directed by perfect 
wisdom and goodness. Some of the professors are 
knights of the order of the Belgic Lion ; the conse- 
quences to the knight are, that he is permitted to wear 
a shred tied to one of his button-holes, which looks aa 
if it had been torn from a sailor's check shirt or from a 
ticking mattress, and that the sentinels present arms to 
him ; to the govenunent it must have the pleasant 
effect of keeping the rest of the professors smooth, in 
the hope of obtaining this enviable distinction. 1 
heard complaints that the philosophical class was smiJl, 
and that the Flemish head was not well suited for the 
ready reception of philosophy, which I easily believed. 
I was shown a book on general law, written by Haus, 
tite professor of law, which is said to be good. I was 
asked if much was wntten in England on general law. 
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to which I gave a general answer. I doubted whether 
they would have continued to admire our law as much 
as before, if I had told them how we make it, Uke 
good honsewireB, a little at a time, as we want it; 
that we dam the old as long as it will hold togetha, 
and only make new law when forced by absolute ne- 
cessity, or to serve a turn. I was told that it was not 
easy to have a genenl notion of taw, e.g. to hare a 
general notion of marriage ; to say what it is in itself. 
This kind of metaphyaics may be rery useful, bat 
tiie how is notevident. The under-church, or subter- 
mnean church under the cathedral, of which they make 
a great wonder, ia nothing but an ordinary crypt. 
There is a fine panorama from the tower of the cathe- 
dtal ; the country is well wooded and well cultivated. 
Bruges may be seen pldnly, but neither Bmssds 
nor Antwerp, because higher ground intervenes. The 
public walks by the side of the canal are pleasant 
enough : the trees are but small. 

The Flemings speak most detestable French, which 
it in not easy to understand, because they do not ar- 
ticulate; tlie Flemish languageis said to be difficult to 
learn, and almost impossible; winch foolish persons 
mention as something wond«fiil, and as showing 
a peculiar ment or delicacy in the language. I 
have heard the tune notion respecting the Irish and 
Welsh, and I suppose it is the case with every other 
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barbarous and vulgar jai^b; what is imperfectly ut- 
tered cannot be perfectly heard or remembered, or 
imitatetl ; and a language wUd) is not generally writ- 
ten is not. fix«d. Of pereoiM who cannot spell, no 
twoareexactly agreed as to any single word ; itisacer- 
tain noise resembling a certain common sound, bnt it 
is not exactly defined, and is always fluctuating be- 
tween two extremes. The Flemings think much more 
of the price of a picture than of its beauty ; and con- 
cerning a book, they say tJnt it was bought so cheap 
or so dear, and might be sold for so much : but not a 
ungle word ab*ut the contents. It seems to be the 
custom at table first to help the priest, and afterwards 
the ladies; I fear that an Englishman would Uve along 
time in Flanders before he would learn to comply witii 
this custom ; nothing but the restoration of the inqui- 
sition, and some actual burnings, would reconcile him 
to this Romish error. One meets many women in 
Flanders with good figures, who, without being posi- 
tively graceful, hold themselves well, and show fine, 
straight, flat backs, &c. These occurrences would 
make it difficult to give a decided preference to the 
gaunt and grim priests, who stalk about the streets 
with au air of shy impudence. 

TcESDAYi AcansT 9.— After break&st we went to 
the house of the civil governor, to procure a ticket to 
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see the celebrated priBon or house of correction, called 
the JUaiton de Force. It was granted immecUately, 
&nd we proceeded thither. It is a lai^e building; 
five courts have been completed for some years, and 
they are now adding three others. There are many 
prisoners, both male and female ; the building is good, 
the courts large and airy, and the whole arrangement 
appears to be excellent. The piisoners are employed 
in weaving coarse linen cloth, or rather in manufiic- 
turing it, as they perform all the previous operations. 
The cloth is used for the shirts, drawers, pantaloons, 
and guters of the army : it is said that the institution 
thus mtuntaioB itself. The prisoners are allowed to 
recdve one half of their earnings, which they may 
spend in prison ; the other half is ^ven to them when 
they are discharged. In a list of the articles that may 
be bought in the prison) with the prices annexed, which 
was hung up in the court, I observed that brandy, 
hollands, and wine, were included. They are supplied 
with bread in the morning, meat-eoup at noon, and 
mashed ' potatoes at night. I saw the soup ; it was 
composed chiefly of Dutch peas : I did not admire it ; 
but as I am unacquainted with the diet of the common 
people here, I cannot pretend to judge of it. In like 
manner the cells seemed less clean than we should' have 
them in England, but I had not the means of compar-. 
ing them with the habitations of the poorer classes in 
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this country. The prisoners sleep two in a cdl, like 
Jesnite; perhaps more or less than two would be better 
for felons : fur Jesuits it matters not. The prindpal 
part of the prisoners had been convicted of theft. 
Persons before trial are con&ned in a separate place, 
and are not required to work. There is also a yard 
for boys ; there were only two ; one was fourteen 
years of age, and was committed for a month for 
cutting down a tree. Where fuel is scarce, it may be 
necessary to punish severely an offence which is eawly 
committed, and to whjch the temptation is great. 
The tnrnkeys are all soldiersi the govenior a major or 
colonel, which startled us. In like manner our guide 
told U8 that the people here would not endure the in- 
troduction of the tread-mill, against which great pre- 
judice exists ; but that the bodies of all pertons exe- 
cuted are given to the surgeons for dissection, as well 
as of all who die io the hospitals and are not clamed 
by their friends ; that the hospitals are nevertheless 
filled nitli sick, and that anatomical subjects are cheap 
and plentifiil. There were no persons under sentence 
of death at that time. 

I paid a hasty visit to a noble collection of pictures 
belon^Dg to Mr. Skamp ; there »% three fine pictures 
by Rubens, of himself and his two wives, and seve- 
ral others by tliat master, by Vandyck, Wouvermansk 
Bei^hem, &c. I regretted that I could not spare 
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more thao twenty minutes to cast a hasty glance over 
so valuable a collection, but I had remained much 
longer than 1 had intended at Ghent ; partly because 
I felt at my oise, partly because 1 met with so many 
interesting objects, but chiefly because I found myself 
in agreeable sodety, 1 had at last, however, taken 
my place for Brussels, and I was obliged to hurry 
away to pack up my few indispensables and todine; 
for without his dinner, as Counsellor Ulysses wisely 
says, the courage of the most courageous man will 
flag:— 

Ou yap aviip trpowav q/top it qtXioi- KaralvvTa 
Aitfdjwc ttiroio ivvtiairai avra fiox'T^of 
EHTfp yap ^)xif yi (lEVOivoo ToXfjiiSeii), 
AXXa 7( XttJpi) yiim fiapwirai, ijit mxfvii 
Aitfia TC tai Xi/ioQ, /3Xa(3(ra( Si Ti yavBT lOVTi. 

" Strength ia dnived &om Bpirili and from blood. 
And those augment by gen'rona wine and food ; 
What boastful son of wai, -nitJiout that stay. 
Can last a beio thioogh a single dayT 
Courage may piompt ; but, ebbing out his strength. 
Mere nnsopported man mnst yield at length ; 
Shrunk with dry famine, and with tails declined. 
The drooping body irill deaeit the mind ; 
But built anew with atrength- conferring fore. 
With limbs and soul untamed he tirea aVar." 

After I had eaten a dinner that would have satisfied 
Ulysses himself, my companion politely accompanied 
me to the coach. At two o'clock in the afternoon I 
mounted the ctmpie, or cabriolet, (it contained six, the 
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inside of the carriage six more,) and quitted Ghent. 
CJo to a gallery of the pictures of P. P. Rubens and 
choose three of his horses of the brightest colours — a 
wannchesnnt; acream coloured, nith a black line dowu 
his back, as distinct as in a squirrel ; end a kind of 
mottled horse, which I canuot describe : let them have 
the same flowing maues, the same, not absolutely 
long tails, but long switch tails, the same fall in the 
back, the same free, independent air, and the same 
gait aud action, yoke them loosely, three abreast, 
without bearing reins, and you will have our gallant 
team. Go nest to the title-page of an old book of 
reports, and take the frontispiece — the portrait of Sir 
Edward Coke, of Sir Creswetl LevinZi or of Master 
Edmund Plowden — take him with his black skull-cap 
or coif, with his flowing locks issuing therefrom, with 
his hands and cassock, and with his hard liney face, 
and you will have the man on whose right hand 
I sat. Was it not an awful thing to sit side-by- 
side with Sir Creswell Levinz, some time one of the 
Justices of the Common Bank, but now newly risen 
ftt>m the grave and the dead, under a strange canopy, 
a sort of moving hermit's cave, and to be drawn, 
rumbling alon^ the paved road, by three horses that 
descended from a picture like certain persons in the 
Castle of Otranto? After my awe had somewhat 
abated, I naturally wished to address Sir Creswell ; I 
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therefore said tomethin^ very common-place, aiid Terj' 
remote from what I dsaired to come to at last. After 
a long silence, he answered, 0-u-i ! bo loud, with ao 
strange an accent, and so drawled forth, that had the 
horses been Euglish, and not of the couutry of R ubens, 
they would certainly have stopped. After some time 
I agtun addressed the coifed being, calmly and meekly ; 
again the like pause, and the like Out.' Being 
discouraged by some more fruitless attempts, I pro- 
duced a Latin thesis, with which I had been presented 
at Ghent, and began to read it to myself; when I had 
almost finished it, and after a silence of two hours, 
these words, uttered in a loud roice, in the broadest 
manner, and with the strongest guttural, Mtruck my as* 
tonisbed ear : " ^n fuit hie liber itnpreiaus Hhandie f " 
{Gandie] While I was turning to the tJtle-page to 
answer this question, it was followed by "Apud 
5«e»t.*"' in precisely the same tone. Afterwards, the 
awful pleasing bdng pointed out some convents that 
had been destroyed, and said it was a great pity. 
His ideas were nearly the same as would have been 
those of the before-mentioned learned persons, had they 
been extracted alive from their tombs ; the world had 
lived in vain for him. Perhaps the very chancellor of 
Richard Coeur de Lion, who bad played at marbles 
before the time of l^al memory, was not less im- 
proved, or a less improvable creature. We reached 
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BruBsels at half-past seven. I was handt^ out of the 
carriage by an officer of police, odcI I repcud his 
politenesH by showing him my passport. 

Wednesday, AconsT lO. — The market before the 
H6tel de Ville was quite BTnazoqian — a hundred 
women to one man. The museum, or picture gallery, 
has nothing but saints and sainteBses : these, shown in , 
Flemish pictures, are cruelly uninteresting. Humour 
is a much finer thing than wit; and of two stories, 
both respecting the same person, who is not less 
famous for his dirt and voracity, than for his theolo- 
gical att^nments, the former displays wit — the latteTi 
which is the best, humour. The first is a saying of 
his son, a petulant controversialist, but concerning 
whom let no ill be said, because he is dead, and 
because we owe a story to him. He was asked bow 
his father came to have such dirty hands ? " Because," 
he replied, "he is always rubbing them on tus foce." 
The second, or humorous story, is this: — The fctber 
usually illustrates a small distance, as, for instance, 
three-fourths of an inch, by'saying: "It is as broad as 
the black of my nail." The Flemish carry their hu- 
mour further ; for in the picture of the gods seated on 
Olympus, which may be seen in the public gallery, 
Venus is punted with nails that might serve to illus- 
trate, in the same manner, the same space as those of 
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the doctor. I entered several Ibi^ and handsome 
churches; (the cathedral is shut nearly as closely as if it 
were in the keepiug of one of our deans ;] they had 
pictures, statues, and altars, in plenty. In France, 
women only are to be found in the churches; here, 
altlMugh there is a great majority of the iair sex, yet 
there are some men, and even a few well-dressed men, 
or at least men who may be so cooudered here. It is 
remarkable, that whilst even the indifferent Protec- 
tant, in walking about their churches to look at the 
painting, treads as lightly as he can ; the men and 
women, who are employed in biingin^ and taking 
away the chmrs, make as much noise as th^ can ; they 
being, nevertheless, good Catholics. In one church, 
in a side chapel, dedicated to St. Anthony, a priest 
was saying mass. That I might see the tluog per- 
fectly, and thus be able t<i jndge for myself, I stood 
as near to him as I could; the good man seemed to be 
annoyed at this ; but as I had as much right, under 
the present state of things, to stand as he had to 
kneel, I did not care, that, for one kind look he gare 
his holy tackle, he gave me five cross looks, and I 
kept my place. A fine little girl, seven or eight 
years of age, who was kneehng at the rwls, kept 
looking ftt me with great curiosity ; her eyes seemed 
to say, "How his bones will crack in the fire for 
this." As far as gne can judge from looks, whidi 
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are vei^ deceitAtl, they at least seemed to tay also, 
" It is a pity ; I wish tome one would teach him 
to kned, and to do as we do." 

There is a considerable hill in the city of Brussela, 
which is a pleasing; change after the flat coantty in 
which Bruges and Ghent are utuated. It is a diffi- 
cult place for a stronger to find hia way in ; the tra- 
vellw perceivM a great difference in thia respect i» 
diffnent cities. 

The poor Flemings are very uolucky ; they try t» 
resmble the French, who laugh at theiUi and witii 
reason. They are joined to the Dutch ; they pay a 
part <^ their debt, and they are subjected to the ia- 
convenience of the Dutch curreucy and government, 
and the Dutch hate them for their pains. I conversed 
at dinner with a Dutchman, who was sunk deep in the 
sulks ; he said that Amstndam ia a much finer city than 
this ; that the houses there are built, not of gloomy 
atone, but of nice cheerful brick, the stieeta paved with 
smooth clinkers, and so on. I conld not agree witji 
him ; but lie seemed so much annoyed at my dissent, 
that I waa obliged to back out, and to say that I only 
differed from him for the sake of conversation. To 
please him, t assented also to his notion, that we 
make no good cheese in Eng^nd ; but import Dutch 
cbeese, because our Chesture and Stilton ate un- 
eatable. He complained ov^ and over again of the 
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streets and of the floors, and said that the sand on 
the floor made him quite mck< and took away his ap- 
petite. This at first eeema unaccountable; but great 
is the {onx of habit, and by analogy it may be un- 
derstood. The English make a great point of per- 
sonal cleoalineas. To us, Venus herself would not 
be Venus, if she had dirty bandB; the Dutchman 
would not care if the goddess of beauty should illus- 
trate short distances by the black of her nails ; but if 
there was a single speck of dirt on the step before the 
door, or a little sand on the floor of the room in which 
she sat, his love would be turned into di^pist. 

They show many reliques in the churches here, but 
none that are of great curiosity or interest. I was 
told that at Cologne they have the first animal that 
drew blood, and thus broke the general peace, viz. 
the flea that bit Eve the night after her fall, and to 
her great dismay; for it is sud to be nearly as large as 
a well-grown prawn. I cannot say that I believe this 
entirely; yet as I have seen so many wonderful things, 
I cannot say that I disbelieve it. The uuusual size of 
the creature is in fiivour of the truth of the story, and 
of the antediluvian origin of the insect, for there were 
giants in those days, and men reached a prodigious 
age; but since the deluge, both ourselves and our 
fleas are a stunted, sliort-lived, aguish race. The 
upper part of this city is as clean as the lower part is 
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dirty. England is, perhaps, the only couutiy in 
Europe where a man will aplash you if he can; 
in all other places he will not aplash you if he can 
avoid it. In other regions he will slacken his pace, 
stopi or cross the street, that he may not incommode 
yon ; espedally to spare a lady, there is nothing he 
will not do ; but an Englishman will risk his neck( 
and will go a nule out of his way, to bespatter a lady 
from head to foot. I have heard that in some puts 
of Germany, gratuitous brutality may be found at 
well as in England ; at present I am unable to judge : 
whenever I shall be, 1 will not fail to remark it. In 
Inlanders, persons eng^^ in aurigation are particu- 
larly attentive so to use their veliicles, as not to in- 
jure foot passengers. 

The walls of this dty have been pulled down, and 
many houses built, as well as boulevards planted all 
round, at least in the plan ; they are indeed fimsbed 
in some parts, and are a considerable improvenient. 
Although the walls' are pulled down, an immense 
ditch has been dug ; and in the middle of the ditch ig 
a high wall, like Camot's detached escarpment ; that 
the paternal monarch may keep his free subjects within 
the city, and when, they go out, may ask for thdr 
passports. All the vermin dependant on the govern- 
ment pretend, that they hardly know the coin when 
they see a franc ; the bankers, who are indepcDdent 
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people, try to tempt your purse to join the Dutch 
interesti by displaying, the bright new coinage. The 
same coins will not suit a dear and a cheap country 
—Holland and Flanders. 

Thcxsdat, Acqust II. — I found the cathedral 
opeU) and the interior handsome, with good' painted 
glass, pictures, and statues, and a grotesque and 
goi^eouB magnificence. A lepresentatioa of the 
Virgin in wax-work, coloured to the life, attired in 
brocade and lace, and in a regular court-dress, is 
surely in a bad taste. Not only the Virgin, but other 
more awful p^sons are represented in wax-work. I 
remember, that some years ago, in J8l€, on a Sun- 
day, when this cathedral was very full, I was surprised 
and pleased to see, as I then supposed, a great spe- 
cial-pleader of those days, I certainly did not espect 
to find him in Brussels ; but at that time the Scripture 
(" I became a stranger amongst my mother's child- 
ren ") was fulfilled in tlie English nation. The 
English crowded abroad in such swarms, that al- 
though I was in a strange country, armed with a pass- 
port, and consequently a stranger, yet I ought not to 
have been astonished, if I had seen, on turning the 
comer of a street, tny sister, or my brother, or all 
my mother'^ children. I accordingly bdieved my 
eyes, and ran up to shake hands with him ; but, to 
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my otter amazement, I found that it was not a man, 
nor even tbe image of a man. Protestants must na- 
turally be shocked to see the Supreme Being repr^ 
seated in the most perfect human shape. The special- 
pleader, whom all loved and respected, had no form 
or com^ness. To borrow his appearance, therefore, 
for such a purpose, was teas pardonable. 

I was never so much struck by tfae absurdity of 
the duty of a sentinel, as during my stay in Brusselt ; 
my hotel was opposite the Mint, where morning, noon, 
and night, an unhappy creature was walking up and 
down. A very ample porter was, no doubt, within 
the gates, and was quite sufficient for all the purposes 
of the place; and this brave fellow might have been 
employed more creditably, aud more agreeably, ia 
driving a plough or thra^ing in a bam. 

We (Uned at two. A German cut his finger, and 
bled like a pig. A beautiful Flemish lady was at 
table, tall, with a fine figure, and clear complexion, 
black eyes andhalr ; but die looked stiff and stupid. 
Women in these countries do not seem as if they ' 
could make love. I suppose tliey increase and multi- 
ply, and look sulky all the time. I walked round 
part of the boulevtu'ds, which are handsome— and of 
the old walls, from which the view of Brussels is 
good. The place has been wonderfully altered and 
improved. I had observed in all the cities which I 
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hud viuted, that the brewers dwell in good houses 
brewing is a good trade at all times and in ^1 places. 
And I remarked here that a greet maDy masons live in 
handsome messnc^ies ; I presuine in consequence of 
the prevMling rage for building. I saw stuck up on 
the door of a church, amongst other ecclesiastical 
puffs and advertisements, the notice of a Dogmatical 
and Moral Catechism, by an ex-Jesuit. It mast be 
a valuable work, especially the moral part of it. The 
old women in the churches, who hold communion 
with the world of spints in grunts and groans, looked 
at me with the calm anger of justice, whiUt.I walked 
quietly about to view the psiutings, as at a crooked 
billet saved oijly for burning, or at a leg of mutton 
that, sooner or later, will be roasted. 

The streets of Brnssels were full of ackiamatics-— 
not of the kind which splits religion into sects ; these ( 
split wood into faggots. From their mode of dealing 
with the subject matter, they seemed to promise to 
cleave the heads of passengev ; but I cannot say that 
1 ever saw these promises realized. I was joined by 
an agreeable fnend, whom I had left at Ghent ; we 
passed the evening not unpleasantly in dis(;oursing of 
beer and universities. That a professor at Ghent 
should put -his doctor's gown over a short grey shoot- 
ing-jacket, as he did, seemed odd, and as if a game- 
keeper were made a doctor; but it is not irrational 
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on mature reflectiou ( it is only to do in practice 
what was done at Oxford in theory and figurativdy ; 
they made General Blucher aa LL.D. and thus virtu- 
ally put the doctor's robes over his r^mental small- 
clothes. They drink here prodigious quantities of 
beer. I tasted that of Louvtune, which is most es- 
teemed ; (tbey hare thirty or forty sorts of beer ; ) it 
was very bitter, but not unpleasant. To those who are 
used to it, this bitterness may give it a relish. It should 
seem that universities are always the seats of cele- 
brated beer. Louv«ne, it is well known, is reoowned 
as an umveruty. Our Oxford and Cambridge are 
severally famed for their several ales, as well as Edin- 
burgh. Let us hope that the London University 
will succeed, and greatly prosper, if it be only to im- 
prove the breed of malt liquor in the metropolis. 

Friday, August ]<i, — An important date,- a fine 
day for grouse-shooting. I rose at five, and left Brus- 
sels at six in the monung ; we drove through the forest 
to Waterloo, where we took a hasty, rude, and chap 
breakfast, at eight o'clock. As we drove past the 
field, no one mentioned or alluded to the victory. Pos- 
nbly all thought it had been bought somewhat deariy, 
and were unwilling to talk about a bad bai^n. 
Waterloo is still a poor place ; one may see, however, 
a little improvement in the houses, caused by the 
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money which the hosts of victors hare left behind 
them ; bat the coimnon people «re barde^ed and 
poor ; and they have not improved their breed of pigs," 
which still look like greyhounds. I observed on the 
right an immense mound, with a spiral ascent like the 
tower of Babel ; many workmen were employed upon 
it. On the top will be placed a coloBsal lion, in com- 
memonilJoa of the victory. The mound is formed 
like the rest of the country, of sand. Will it not 
settle, and gradually sink ? and will not the rain wash 

The eondu€teur, or guard of the diligence, had bin 
wife with him ; he amused himself and the rest of the 
party, by pretending to offi;r her for sale, at a chi- 
merical ly extravagant price — 4,000 francs, abont 
160/. For some time all were amused, the lady as 
well as the rest, and she disputed about and vio- 
lently ; at last she got into a real rage, and became 
nient and sulky, and reinained quiet for two hours. 
At the end of which time she said to me, with tears in 
her eyes — (I had sut in attentive silence during all the 
dispute) — »' The world is so malicious." I answered, 
"Yes; but nobody believes what the world says." 
Shewaanot quite satisfied with this reply, but said; 
"There are many women so wicked, that all that 
people can say against them is not enough ; but there 
are others who are correct and prudent." Bbe evi- 
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dentlf did ' not wish that the supply of ^ood vromen 
dhould equal the demand, lest 160^ apiece should 
become a sUll more extravagant price than it then ap- 
peared. In time, however, she recovered her spirita, 
and entered into another loud and violent dispute 
about the superiority of the Walloons (of whom she 
wa» one) over the Flemish nomen in cleanliness and 
chastity, and continually repeated the proverb : " It 
takes twelve Flemings and one pig to make thirteen 
snine." She had the voice of a boatswain, and was a 
broad, browD, little barbarian, but not ill-looking, 

I arrived at half-past oae at Namur, at the Hdtel 
d'Harscamp, which is a good house. After dinner 
I walked about the city ; a small place in a pretty 
valley, fortified, and full of soldiers and their wonten. 
As these good people have nothing to do, and have 
bad nothing to do for these ten years — I speak of the 
soldiers only — they seem to think that they are obli- 
ged to make a prodigious noise, that they may at least 
have the appearance of being busy ; they accordingly 
kept up an immense din, day and night, with drums 
tmd trumpets. The cathedral is a handsome Roman 
church, with a dome, and plenty of statues and pic- 
tures. They were singing, and making the most 
frightful noise I think I ever beard in any church or 
chapel, which is saying u great deal. I observed a bull 
or two of the late, and one of the present. Pope ; they 
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were handsomely framed and glazed, and du^ ac- 
cepted by the Bishop of Namur, whose portrait 
Sgures in the priat-shops. They were wiitten in a 
canting style ; I forget what they were aboat. There 
was a box with an inscription) enjoining all persona 
who eat milk, butter, or cheese, laitage, during lent, 
to 'put their contributions into it. I thought that the 
description of personj^applied very well to myself, but 
I did not contribute. In another church I saw a 
punted figure of St. flacrci the tutelary deity of 
hackney-coaches, or Jarvie^ ; be was clad in the robes 
of a bishop, and held a book in his hand — I suppose 
the edilio prmcepi of the Book of Fares, as pubUshed 
by the commissioDcrs of hackney-cooches. I thought 
that there was a strong fiimily likeness; 1 have seen 
many of the children who resembled the father. I 
was glad to have an opportunity to return thanks to 
this divine personage for all favours, and to pray for 
a continuance of them. It is not easy to say what 
countryman the stunt was : he gave this account of hinw 
self to St. Fharou, bishop of Meaux, his patron.' 
" My iader and my moder engeudred or begate me in 
an yle of Scotlonde named Hyrlonde," The acts that 
he did, and the life that he led, as a hermit id a 
wood near Means, may be read at length in ■< the 
legende, named in Latyn Legenda Aurea, that 
is to say in Eoglysshe the Golden Legende. For 
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lyke as golde passeth all other metals, so this boke 
excedeth all other bokefl : Imprynted at Loudon by 
Wynkyn de Worde." That this Scotch IriBlimaD was 
a favourite of heaven, at alt points, and in every parti 
is manifest from the following golden anecdote : "He 
sate on a stone moche thoughtfuU and nroth, wherfore 
yf our Lord had before shewed grete myracles by hym, 
yet greter and more mervaylona myracle was made for 
hym, for the stone wheron he sate by the wyll of God 
wexed and became softc as a pylowe, to the ende that 
sholde be more able and ease for hym to syt on, aud it 
was caved somenhat as a pyt there as he sate on. Aud 
for testyfycacyon and prefe of this myracle, the sayd 
stone is as yet kipte within his chirche, and many seke 
folke have been and aredayly heled there of dy verse seke> 
nesses onely to touche, and to have touched the sayd 
stone." The citadel is seated on a rock, lofty, steep, 
and defended on one side by the Meuse, on the otber 
by the Sambre, and behind by rocks. It seeuu as if 
it would be very difficult to get into such a place ; but 
brave men can go any where, and defend any place; 
and unless men be brave, all fortifications ue useless. 
There must be a fine view from the top ; it would have 
been a pleasant thing to have climbed up. I supposed 
that the governor of the place ^ther would or would 
not have given permission to see it; and I heard in the 
morning that he would, and that some travellers had 
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aeen it; but the baag passed about nith much absurd 
foraii from one guard to another, and all the miUtar; 
buttstingH about the strength of the place, would have 
made the ascent a tiresome bore. The battlementsi 
«r parapet of the bridgCt are upon a good plau, which 
I do not remember to bave seen in any other place ; 
they are, infact, twostepe; upon the lowest, you can 
«t conveniently, and lay your aim upon the highest, 
and look over it ; and it is not »o high as to obstruct 
the view of walkers. Many persons were utting in 
this manner; a bridge is for varions reasons a nice 
louu^ng place. I went to bed early, and rose at 
four. 

Satdrpay, August 14. — We took coffee, went <m 
board the barge at sis, and started about half-past. 
I found the barge tolerably convenient. The banks of 
the Meuse are beautiful ; there are fine rocks on both 
sides ; trees, villages, pleasant seats, and chateaus. The 
river swarms with fish; their sudden and quiet dartings 
were visible through the clear water ; some were of a 
good size. The stream was with us, but the river was 
very low ; the bottom of the barge scraped in many 
places ag^DSt the graveL We were towed by one 
borse; when the wind sprung up we took him on board, 
ftod put up a small sul. About halfway to Huy we 
«w and welcomed the first vineyards; they are on the 
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left bank) and continue alt the way to Li^e. We 
reached Huy at eleven; ito dtadel standi on a lofty 
rock; the surrounding country is beautifal. We had 
a dinner of cold meat, fish, and excellent fruit. Na- 
mnt and Liege are said to be fine fruit countries. 
'llierewaBalai^elumpof botteron the table, stamped 
with tbe cross and the letters IHS. This is carrying 
sup rstJtious trifling to the utmost, and could only 
be surpassed by making butter-prints of the Pope's 
bulls. The town is small, ancient, and neat. The 
loss of any tooth, but especnally of the sweet tooth, is 
a real loss. My companions still retained that valu- 
able little bone: they were delighted to see a good 
pastrycook's shop; they stood and admired it, and 
pointed out some cakes peculiar to this country, called 
galelle; tbey were square and pierced with square 
holes : I was in great haste, and had none of the smafl 
money of tbe country, or I would have purchased one. 
It is a happiness to like any thing, even a cake ; they 
are tbe happiest who have the most likes and the fewest 
dislikes. At noon we went od board another boat; it 
was much laiger than the first, but less neat and leas 
commodious. It was crammed with goods of all sorts ; 
and, beudes the passengers from Namur, there were a 
great many countrywomen and children; it seemed in 
Aort to be the great medium of carriage and commu- 
nication: boats were continually coming alongside to 
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take awayi or to supply, passengers aud goods, Tb«« , 
were fourhorsettoDl>oard,butweiiid not use them; they 
were inteoded, I presume, to draw the barge back ^;ain 
against the stream : we had onl] a little sail ; and as the 
wind died away, our course was slow and tedious. The 
banks are not so high, aud the rirer is widett but the 
whole distance is nearly as beautiful as that which we 
made before dinner. There are iron miues; they were 
washing the Ore in many places on the left bank : there 
are also.lime-kilnsandcoal-pitst but they do-uot make 
the country so detestable as in our coal counties: here 
they are not blessed with steam-engines; and an au- 
dacious contempt for public convenience is only to be 
found in England, where the government sets the ex- 
ample, and individuals follow it with great spirit. It 
began to Taint and we arrived at Liege in the wet. The 
children were busy with branches of trees, and were 
preparing for a religious procesuoa that was to take 
place the next week. I had heard from many persons 
that the people of this city are uncivil and stupid : a 
fellow carried my bags through the rain in a most bar- 
barous manner, and let them fall two or three times ; 
he grumbled exceedingly at what was given him, and 
was extremely dissatisfied, although it was the usual 
and fit sum. Soon after I had reached the inn, I was 
crossing the yard by the frequented path, when a 
mastiff, that waschained Up in a comer where no one 
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could Bee lum, (aDtl bang a Walloon he did not give 
notice by barking,] flew upon me, and sazed me by 
the right knee ; with my left foot I gave him such a 
hearty, sincere, undisguised kick in the belly, that the 
d<^ had the' seoBe to take it as it was meant. He tore 
my pantaloons a good deal, but only bmised my knee 
a little, without breaking the skin, so that I was none 
the worse ; and I felt more pleasure at having got off 
so well, than displeasure at the cynic, who possibly 
thou^t that pain, at least in another, is no evil. Our 
sapper was in the rough; the wine execrable. My 
bed-room stunk, and the windows could not be opened. 
They Delected to call me in the morning, although 
particularly dewred — a gross breach of social faith ; and 
no att^dance could be procured rither by bell or 
voice. They had besides two great criteria of the 
savage which I had observed in Ireland, and have heard 
may befouiu) in the highlaoda of Scotland — first, the 
better sort of people take infinite pains to persuade 
you that it is not a barbarous place, but very civilized ; 
second, yon can get nothing done for you, except 
through the mediation and intercession of a person of 
the country ; and then, with a great Aow of alacrity, 
it is exceedingly ill done. On the other band, people 
who have lived at liege say that the inhabitants are 
kind, friendly, and ndghbourly : the defects which I 
observed might be pecuhar to the inn where I lodged ; 
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although I had been told, perhaps bj an interested 
party, that it wai the best id the town. There is a 
certaia fraDkneBS in the people which plfaies; the 
master and mistress dined at table with the gnests in 
a famiUar maimer; and the landlord shook hands 
heartily at parting, and wished me a safe and pleasant 
jonmejr. There were twin sisters, daughters of the 
house, as the phrase is, fourteen yean of age, remark- 
ably alike : a pleasant sight to persons who are fond of 
children— that is, I presume, to all persons; yet nei- 
ther gods nor mortal men can hke a dirty bed-room ; 
and in bed I thought of the prorerb so often quoted 
by the wife of the condaeteur, and thut she bad quoted 
it wrong; I could not help thiuking that I had heard it 
thus : — It takes twrive Flemings and a pig to make 
one Walloon. 

The Liege newspap^ is called Matliiev Ijietubergk. 
I was told that Matthew was formerly a celebrated 
maker of almanacks. 1 suppose that his name is used 
as Dr. Franklin makes use of the name " Poor 
Richard." I heard frequently in the eyemug s deep- 
toned bell ; it was, I think, the finest and deepest 
tone I had ever heard. I could not leom any tiling 
about it of the people then present. 

I was much amused with a person I met with in the 
barge ; he was, or had been, an iron-merchant, and had 
travelled a great deal, probably in the way of Ins trade : he 
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was a ni^alar mani and teemed to be a worthy fellow. 
He wason the point of being married; and the cbildiah 
jof, and the childish communicatiTeness he displayed) 
were the moat amusing parts of his character. Every 
thing that ao Englishman would have concealed moat 
studiouslyt he as studiously strove to make maaifest. 
I never saw a person so truly happy, and so entiidy 
. engrossed by any object. We do all in our power to 
subdue this kind of feeling: but) if love mslces a 
person so happy, it would be much wiser to cultivate 
habits of love. It may be uTgedi the mischief ts, that 
the illusion is so voy liable to foe suddenly disposed ; 
but is it not because habits contrary to this passion are 
formed? Would it not be otherwise if youth were 
carefully trained in a (UfFerent numner ? Be this as it 
mayi he was the happiest of men. The lady was of a 
certain age, the widow of a French officer-, her fether 
was a German, her mother an Italian ; siie was therefore 
bom to be musical, and had cultivated music: ac> 
cording to her tovei^s aoconot she was a great proficient. 
She had been ten years a widow, md bad a child, a 
boy, twelve years of agei It was four yeaA since her 
intended had first seen her, and he assured me that he 
was captivated by the sensible and judiaous manner 
in wluch she educated her son. If he was a competent 
jodge, this was no small merit, for herdn ladies in her 
situation most commonly fail. The only son of a 
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widow seldom turns out well, or even the sons of a 
widow, as women liave raiely firmnets enbug-h to ma^ 
n^e the turbulent spirit of a boy. The betrothed 
man was forty or forty-fiTC years old, and in delicate 
health, and a poor-looking fellow. Bang joked with 
a little about a certain probable event, he bore quiz- 
zing well, but he frequently recurred to that subject 
of his own accord : he hoped it would not be so — ^his 
wife was a woman of too much eeose — her mind was 
not unoccupied. To be sure, she was fond of dress; 
bnt it became her; and she went to mass every morning. 
At all events, women have so much art, that, if it 
must happen, it will be kept snug ; he would never 
know it. "And if I do, I hope I shall bear it like a 
pluloBopher, I have always lived like a. philosopher : 
I have endeavoured to liv^ according to the law of na- 
ture ; I hate all other laws : and this woiild be according 
to the law of nature. But it is impossible. 1 wish 
you knew my wife ; I am sure you would think so. I 
call her my wife because she will be in a fortnight." In 
tins course ran the stream of his thoughts; and he 
often expressed them thus, with a certain anidety, but 
without alarm, 

llroughout Flanders the people seemed to take a 
most lively interest in the cause of the Gfeeks, and 
spoke warmly on the subject^ and with much more 
zeal, I am sorry to say, than my countrymen; even 
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penons io a rank of life where such eothusiasm would 
not be looked for, 

I read in Matthew Laenabergh, that five curfes at 
Ghent) in their dlfiTereat paiish churches, preached 
nolently on the same Sunday against the editor of a 
Ghent newspaper by name, and that the next moruing 
hiB printers came to him and add that they would no 
longer work for such an impious wretch. How would 
the editors of our London newspapers, morning and 
evening, like this kind of persecution ? They would 
think, most justly, that for such a wicked conspiracy 
to injure an individual,' the reverend offenders ought 
respectively to have a year's imprisonment, preceded 
and followed by one hour of the pillory. These con- 
secrated persons wisely enjoin a repose from secular 
labours on the Sabbath, but are unable to rest even 
one day in seven from the eternal obligations of malice 
and hatred, which they have imposed upon themselves. 

Sunday, Adqcst 14. — It had rained all theeveniDg, 
and I had not seen any thing of the town; my kind 
friend, the lover, walked with me through two of the 
piincipal churches. They were, as usual, handsome, 
with pictures, statuea, and altars: in both the vaulted 
roofs Vere painted with arabesques, which had a 
pLeaung effect. In one church a man was preaching 
in bad French, which is the language of the country. 
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There were many people presait ; I had therefore an 
opportunity of observing the Walloons; they are not 
■allow and iwarthy like the Flemings, but fair and 
light-baired like the English. From the coarse quality 
of the wine of the first vineyards which we met with, 
I was led to suppose, that if the schemes for making 
-wine from grapes grown in England should succeed, 
the vine would be of little valu& But perhaps tfiera 
may be something in the manner of preparing it, for 
the wine in the North of France is by no means un- 
pleasant. I left the city of hardware, the Sheffield of 
the Netherlands, amongst good wishes of a pleasant 
journey from the Walloons, which somewhat softened 
my heart towards them. 

The country as far as Ais la Chapelle is beautiful, 
divided by hedges, with hedge-rows, with woods, field- 
paths, stiles, and villages, like the best and inland 
puts of England. Ttie people were dressed in their 
best ; I saw a great number turn out of a church : the 
men wore blue frocks, reacMug down to the knee, tike 
the Flemings and our butchers, and caps instead of 
hats, which distinguished them from our country-folks; 
but the women were exactly like our villagers, some- 
what plun in Uttat dress, but still thdr appearance was 
the same. I remarked that, like our women, most of 
them carried a ptsyer-book, bound, as with us, in red 
or black, the edges of the leaves smeared with brim- 
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stone, a rode aod cheap mode of gilding ; and that 
the book was folded in a clean pocket-band kerchieft 
which is never used, but merely produced to ^tow that 
the&ir owner ha§ such an article of raperflnous Inznrf , 
and it is carefnUy laid by to be produced again in the 
like manner on the next Sunday. We had four bonei, 
harnessed in pairs in the Engliah fashion, bnt with- 
out bearing reins. On this road, as (^ all the others, 
there were plenty of beggars; the people gave to them 
hberally. It is a great bore to be tormented by them, 
and it is a great bore to pay the poor-rates. It may 
be a question, whether the exercise of actual almsgiving 
be not salutary to the giver. If I were obliged to live 
amongst bigots, (which would be a great evil,) I had 
rather live amongst bigots who hold good works in re- 
pute, than amongst bigots who despise \bem, and 
stand entirely upon faith. 

We arrived at Aix la Chapelle at half-past six in the 
eveuing ; at the custom-house they examined our bag- 
gage civilly, yet with sufficient strictness. I found 
that the botel at which I hadaimed was full; I went 
therefore to another ion. As I was ginag there I met 
many women walking in the streets with a smart French 
air ; and I took it into my bead, I knew not why, that 
it was a very sinful place. Soon afi« my atriral it 
began to laiu furiously, so that I could not see any 
thing; 1 contrived, however, to get into one church. 
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where my conjectures that it was a sinful place were 
fully verified. 

In this church, which was but a small one, there were 
uo less than fire or eix boxes, each of which had a pnest 
in it, and two womeDj one on each side of him, con- 
fesnng alternately. As there were several odier men in 
the church, I determined to wait and to see a little of 
what I had hea^l and read bo much about. I accord- 
ingly drew near one box, and observed how things were 
goiug on, to the great annoyance of the priest, no 
doubt. The box for confession, as all the world knows, 
is like three watch-boxee abreast ; in the middle box is 
a seat, on which the pneet sits in the attitude of a 
Charley, or a temporal watchman, aad there is a hatch 
in front of h'un ; in each of the side boxes is a stool 
to kneel upon, and awoman in each confesses through 
a little grate, to which the priest applies Ins ear, first 
on one ude, then on the other : he appears like a man 
in an uneasy sleep, who rolls first to tbe right and then 
to the left. It is sud the priest does not know the 
person who confesses to him. In some churches I have 
seen boxes where, to appearance at least, this may be 
true; but in this church it was not bo, the boxes were 
in a line, and he could see tbe womoi as they went away, 
and they did not seem to seek to be concealed; he held 
a sort of napkin over his nose all the time, but there 
was a candle before him, and when a cloth is held close 
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to the iace, in the light, it is easy to see throagfa it. 
Some of the women were done in a moment, others 
confessed a long time. It would, however, be rash to 
suppose that those were the most innocent who finished 
the soonest; th^ mig;ht only be the least scrupulous. 
Besides, a long confession may be made up of little 
matters — such as, " I eat butter in lent," or, •' I 
thought of my children during the sermon." And in 
one moment a confession may be made hke this: " I 
have been unning away like a very devil for these 
thirty years ; I have not repented of my dns, nor do I 
intend it." I thought I discovered one sin, that I am 
confident not one of the most scrnpulous would con- 
fess, and yet it was as great a nn as can well be com- 
mitted. The women were kneeling in long rows ; as 
soon as Ane had finished, another took the vacant place ; 
and under pretence of being ready, and not to keep the 
priest waiting, the female whose turn was next, (the 
tempter had been very successful iu getting so many 
young g^rls to fall intohis snare,) sometimes sneaked ap 
so close, that she could not fail to hear what the penitoit 
was saying to the priest ; yet I am persuaded that not 
one of them ever confessed this enonnous saciil^e. 
Thus a fatal curio»ty in our general mother caused all 
our woe ; and a like curiosity would render the sacra- 
ment of confesMon, in many instances, not only un- 
avaiUng, but mischievous. 
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The ladies and {^tlemen were gone to the phiy, 
wluch is in German, We waited supper nntil nearly 
tot. I had not dined. When I talked to the waiter 
about eating, be told me that there would be plenty of 
ladies at aupper. TheimagiDation,of course, conjured 
up every thing that is lovely and enchanting; to wait 
till ten without dinneri became a pleasure ; and as is 
too often the case, the wuting for the pleasure was the 
only pleasure. Supper at last came, and with it three 
dreadful Dutch women ; moreorer, the old ladies could 
not eat their suppers in peace, but seemed resolved to 
close a well-spent life, and, as I trust) a well-spent 
sabbath, with a profusion of Batavian playfulness. 
We had a young Fleming, who wished to pass (or a 
FarinaD dandy ; it was, a* may be supposed, a ccun- 
pleteiiulure: a Fleming can be nothing but a Fleming, 
iH>t even a dandy. By treating him with respectful 
admiration, he was induced to come forth to public 
Tiew ; but it was a solitary, as well as a spiteful amuse- 
ment, to mislead the poor man. Humanity, and a 
knowledge of the necesMty of rising at five the nest 
morning, conspired to recommend a retr^t to bed. In 
the vicinity of Aix la Chapelle I saw an immense num- 
ber of Cabbages ; I afterwards learned that the inha- 
bitants are nicknamed cabbage-boors, from the great 
cultivation and consumption of this v^etable. I was 
told that there ate few Englidi here, that ihey were 
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gone to Spa, which they generally prefer, bb being 
more romuntic I regretted that I had not time to pay 
a short visit to a place of bo much celebrity. 

There had be«i a great concourse of people at Aix 
during the exhibition of the reliqueB, which had taken 
place a short time since ; they are exhilnted once only 
in seven years. In tins ancient city of Charlemagne, 
they show reliques of great antiquity ; not only the 
girdle of the Blessed Virgin, and the baby-linen which 
she used, and which she made herself with sinless fingers, 
(for these are comparatively modem gewgaws,) but also 
some mn ppa frtHu the wilderness, and a bit of Aaron's 
rod ; small r^unants of the Jewish theocracy, which I 
would gladly have seen ; bat I would that they were 
identified by some Jews also: the concurnng testimony 
rf these persecuted theocrats would be a great proof of 
their authenticity. This place is civilized, but, Uke 
our watering-places, it is full of spunging, cheating 
persona, with whom it is an odious tluug to wrai^le ; 
but it is not usual to submit quietly to their exactions. 
Whether it be worth while to dispute with them may 
be 3 question ; it is said that it is right for the 
sake of the public, and that one caunot tell how far they 
will go if not resisted. Schreiber, an honest, puzzle- 
beaded German, GCMnplaios bitterly of this propensity 
im Us confused Guide to the Rhine: " Ceux des ha- 
Utaiu que I'etat et les «{faires familiarisent avec les 
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etrangerS) ont une certaine Bouplegse coDtre laquelle il 
faut se mettre en garde, lis ont I'art de faire rider la 
bourse £i I'^tranger qui ne sait comme il a pu sitdt oc- 
cflsionner ce grand vide. Ici I'^trenger n'acquiert de 
la coneidemtioa qu'4 proportion de sa depense. En 
general le bourgeois est l^ger, gai> plein d'osteutation, 
et il a un talent particulier pour ce qu'il appelle kUlen, 
ce qui n'est autre chose que I'art de railler et depou- 
iller les gens, ce qu'on appelle mystifier." The aulic 
counsellor and historiographer of his royal highness the 
Grand Duke of Baden brought with him to Ais, we 
may presume, a bag tolerably well filled with the nlver 
money of the Grand Duchy, and was suddenly a»< 
tonished at the great void; being unable to account 
for the change, and completely mystified, be carried it 
back again to Carlsruhe, as light as the boui^eois of 
this place. 

Monday, Adgcst 15. — I left Aix laChapelle at 
seven in the morning. His majesty the King of Prussia 
has a monopoly of the diligences; heiaatoncekingand 
coach-proprietor, monarch and common-carrier. The 
king being entirely a military ruler, the whole thing is 
accordingly managed in the military way. It u most 
amusing to see the White Horse Cellar, or the Bull and 
Mouth, converted into a citadel. You must take your 
place at a particular hour ; the fare is of course high ; 
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when yoa Imre paid it into the exchequer, you nre pre- 
sented nith a long recdpt, which containsi on the back, 
tfaenbole codeof trarelUng ia theGennan tongue, aud 
yon must understand it at yonr peti\, and are pr^ 
Bumed to know it, as every Englishman is presumed to 
know the law of his country, both common and sta- 
tute; the code is almost as loog as the Articles of War 
and the Mutiny Act. As the king is coachman para- 
mount) the breech of the least of the laws is dther 
high-treason, or a great mis-prision : you must attend 
at a certain hour; your laggage must wMgh thirty 
pounds ; if more, it is presumed that the passenger 
will be flogged and picketted — if one ounce less, it is 
presumed that he will be shot The postillions are iu 
full uniform; and if they had cuirasses, would be as 
strange figures as the horse^^uards in Lfmdon. The ■ 
conducteur, or guard, is a sort of governor of a fortress ; 
be lets you in and out of his coach on ngbt of your 
rec^pt, as into a garrison with a passport. In England, 
every man's house is his castle; in the Prussian domi- 
nions, every stage-coach is a royal castle. Every move- 
ment is military; the postillion does not crack hjs 
whip— he makes it ready, presents, and then fires it. 

Nothing can be more ludicrous to a stranger than 
all this. Let us conceive, fora moment, that on one of 
our coaches the guard should say to the coachman ; 
" Come, Dick, let us play a bit at being soldiers ; you 
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shall be Julius Ctesor — I, sitting amongst the luggage, 
am MariuB amidst the niine of Carthage — the horse- 
keepers are all heroes and demigods — and Bill tlie 
ostler shall be Sdpio Afncanus: " let ub suppose that 
they nere to take tbe lugh tra^c toiie> and were to pro- 
ceed accordingly. 

But nby should one trade be more military than 
another ? Why may not one be legal ? Let the man 
who steers a vessel be a chief justice, with a portcullis 
chain round his neck ; or at least a judge, in a long 
wig and scarlet robes : tbey who row such vessels as the 
city barges ought to be king's couDsel, in the golden 
wwstcoats and flowered gowns of the first day of term. 
Seijeauts-at-law alone should be permitted to practise 
in punts, so that Serjeant Punter and Serjeant Counter 
would be synonymous ; and if the practice were found 
to be a little tedious, it might be enlivened by a joke, 
or by an occasional squabble. From a slight ac4}uaint- 
9nce with some distinguished members of that brancli 
of the profeswoDr I am led to believe, that if the con- 
veyancers could be taught to steal poultry, they would 
make excellent bargees. If a great real-property 
lawyer were to attend the chambers of a professional 
gentleman in tlie stern of a barge for three years, and 
were to spend these years as assiduously in plucking 
stolen fowls as they are usually spent in copying pre- 
cedents, it is impossible to doubt, that at the end of 
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that term, be would be able to make a good title to the 
inhabitants of a beD-roost against all tbe world. 

Whymay not theartof heafingextendita branches? 
Why shall not tbe waggons be so many boepitals, and 
the art of driving them become a part of the medical 
profesBioD ? Why should not a w^gooer, before be 
is permitted to put on a smock-frock, be examined a 
little in Ifippocrates ? And why should not some elo- 
quent waggoner, on Galen's birth-day in every year, 
comphmeat Harrey in a Latin Oration, for discoTering 
tile circulation of the blood ? And how long will it be 
before men, who are not regular accoucheurs, will be 
tired of wearying the patience of the pubUc by the 
deliTfery of parcels ? 

It cannot be denied that his majesty's diligences are 
an improvement upon the former carri^es ; they travel 
a little faster, and are a little leas heavy; but upon 
paved roads, a vehicle like a heavy six-inside coach is 
too light; the ponderous old diligences resist the 
sinking, which in the lighter coaches is intolerable: to 
tbe people of the country they appear elegant; in the 
eyes of wi Englishman they want the jMCtaresqne aspect 
of a diligence, and are but clnmsy stage-coaches. 

The execution of Sir Walter Ralegh will always be 
viewed as a stain on our history; and the savagespeech 
of the attorney-general. Sir Edward Coke, on his trial, 
as' barbarous and di^raceful, if considered as only ap- 
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plying to the treason of which he was found guilty ; 
but if we look upon him as the discoverer of tobacco, 
the aspect of things, to those who do not use it, will be 
totally different. " Oh damnable atheist!" says the 
learned commentator on Littleton, " 1 will prove yon 
the noloriousest traitor tiiat ever came to the bar, lltou 
art a monster ; thou hast an English face, but a Bpanisb 
heart. There never lived a viler viper upon the face of 
the earth than thou. Go to, I will lay thee upon thy 
back fortheconfidentesttraitorthat evercametoabar. 
See the most horrible practices that ever came out of 
the bottomless pit of the lowest bell." To our offended 
and fumigated noses, these phrases appear to be only 
the langu^e of mild expostulation. In this country 
the pipe is never out of the mouth : at all times and in 
all places they unceasingly and unrelentingly smoke. 
It must be pernicious to the performers, who look more 
like c^ari than men. It is cruel indeed for the un- 
happy strat^r who has not destroyed his taste and 
his smell. It is for him turning land into sea ; a jour- 
ney is alivays a voyage — he feds continually the same 
half sickness, the same half headache, that is felt by 
a sojourner in that abode of misery, a ship. 

That amusing traveller, the late Dr. Clarke of 
Cambridge, who is not the least amu«ng when he is 
making amole-hill into amountain, observed in Sweden 
one of those wells which are common near London, and 
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ID all other places, in which a tree is pmied upon a post) 
and at the thin eod, or top of the tree, a bucket ia sus- 
pended by a chain -, be gives an engraving of the well 
in Ms Travels, and a dissertation about the Teuton^ 
and calls it a Teutonic well, and with reason, for it is 
higbly probable that the Teutones, like all other nations, 
hit upon this simple mode of drawing water. He might 
s^ly call water a Teutonic fluid; for we have every 
reason to bebeve, that this natitHi was not entirely uq. 
acquainted with it. In the Prussian dominions there 
are Teutomc turnpikes ; the trunk of a tree is placed 
across the road, and is so placed) that it is necessary to 
fasten down the thin end, or top, to a post with a cl^n ; 
when the chain is loosed, the thin end rises, and you 
may pass on one side of the road with safety if riding 
on a cameleopaid — but on the other, if riding a donkey, 
there will be some risk of breaking your head. 

The country' betwe^i Aix and Cologne is not inte- 
resting; it is open, with some woods, and resembles the 
field of Waterloo. We passed through Jubers ; the 
fortifications are planted with trees ; which, inasmuch 
as they hide what is ugly, are good; for what ia called 
a beautiful fortification is an ugly thing ; but the effect 
is somewhat the same as hanging a gibbet with ribands 
would be, or decorating a slaugfater-honae with flowers. 
Wedinedatnooninasmall inn, in a small place called 
Berghdm. I sat next an Englishman at dinner, who 
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kept nyiug to me, ID the true Es^i^ spirit of getting 
on : "You may get on to-nigt>t to Bonn.— Don't atop at 
Cologne: nevermind. — I nould not stQp at Cologne." 
When he had druak a tittle more winei be btid me I 
might get an further : " Don't stop at Bonn, there is 
nothing to be seen — it will be late, but you may get 
on to Cobleetz." We were summoned to the coach, 
or I am confident we ehould have got on to Home, 
witboutetopping or sleeping; without clomng the eyes 
tmce, but without seeing any thing. 

At three in the aiiemoMi we arrived at Cologne ; and 
from the window of my bed-room, at the lUtanberg, I 
beheld for the first time the Rhine, die lovely Rlune, 
gliding majestically under the long bridge of boats. 
Mo part of the surfece of the earth is so ill-paved as the 
streets of Cologne. Itwassomefestivalof thechuicb— 
Kemus — I could not catch the right word : all the 
town was to be at Deulx, certain gardens, as we should 
call them tea^^jardens, on the other side of the river. 
I did not go there, but walked about the town to see 
the churches. SirehnutM,oT Kirehweiht, I have been 
informed, is a festival kept on the aumversary of the 
dedication of the church. It is observed in many psrts 
of Germany, Protestant as well as Catbohc ; in most 
places it is at present only a feast, like thcne which are 
still kept in many English villages. 

J enteredfirstasmali church nearthe cathedral; they 
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were pluying bdcI siuging welt : — then the cathedral* 
the whole of the lower part of it, that is, as far as the 
capitals of the pillarsi is built ; the naTe i» roofed with 
planks only ; the ehoir is, I think, coinplete ; and about 
one half of one of the western towers. The crane for 
drawing up the stones still stands upon it, and is a dis- 
tJnguishtug featare in views of this city. The service 
was going on as if all had bees completed : tlus had a 
striking effect upon tlie mind, and carried the im^- 
natiou back four hundred years, to the time when it 
was Qsnal to find cathedrals in progress. As most 
cathedrals were built at difiereut times, by different 
beoefactors, and as the funds would permit, few of them 
are even now finished, strictly speaking ; but in this 
instmice, the crane, and the temporary planked roof of 
the nave, and indeed the whole aspect of the place, ap- 
pear as if it were in actual progress. The interior is 
rich in altars, pictures, and rdiques; and I remarked 
a curioiu old painting in one of the chapels. The tomb 
of the magi, behind the great altar, is well known ; it is 
said t« be still ridi in gold and jewels : these two lines 
direct the stranger to the spot : — 

COTpon MQctoniRi TBCDbuit hie terns magonnn ; 

Ei his aabUtam nihil a»t, alibive locatum. 

The inscription imports that— ^' beware of counter- 
f^ts, none are genuine, except," &c. are not modem 
cautions, or to be confined to medical quackery only. 
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and that the inventon of these inestimable rdica hud 
reason to dread impostors, and were afraid lest the magi 
should prove an alibi. In England the magi were never 
held ill much honour ; their names — Oaepar, Melcbiori 
and Balthasar, are by no means unfrequent on the 
Continent ; but I never met with a nngle En^ishman 
who bore any one of them : had they ever been given 
in honour of the mi^, it is imposable to donbt that 
they would havecontinaed in honour (^fathers, grand- 
fatbers, and uncles, as is the case with many other 
Christian namethWhich havii^ been thus handed down, 
are still in use, although the original reason for imposing 
them has long ceased and ie now forgotten. 

There was a great procession in the church of the 
Jesuits ; they were carrying a figure of the Vir^n round 
the church on a hand-barrow : the crowd was so great, 
that it was not easy to stir; they were nnging> playing) 
drumming) crying, and praying ; standing, sitting, or 
kneeling. I saw some pretty girb here and elsewhere. 
It is said that the people of Cologne are bo much alike, 
that it is easy to know an Agrippinatnt anywhere. 1 
thought that I saw a great many girls who were much 
alike; they had a certain peculiar face, ndther pretty 
nor ugly, yet rather pretty : the men may be as much 
alike, but I did not observe them so curiously. The 
streets are narrow and dark ; in wet weather they must 
be most filthy. In one church a man was preaching in 
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German : he was dressed in handiome robes, and had 
on bU head a block cap shaped Uke a night-cap. He 
exerted himself much) spoke fluently, and took off his 
night>capi from time to time, to wipe his foce: his 
hearers evidently enjoyed the thing nrach, and paid 
him great, attention. The sound was most dist^reeable 
and monotonous. "Die German langw^ is not adapted 
for public speaking ; a large majority of the words are 
dissyllables, aijd are accented on the first syllable ; and 
many are compounded of two words, each being of two 
syllables, and accented in the like manner, so that they 
form notUng but trochees ; the same mean sound is 
continually repeated. In another church were an im- 
mense number of bones of all sorts and sizes: in another 
was a figure of St. Catharine of wax, or of wood, as 
large as life, and coloured naturally ; she was gaily 
dressed in a sky-blue mantle, edged with a deep lace^ 
and a good gown of mnlb^ry ulk, figured, and 
trimmed, and spread out like a hoop: she stood upon 
a sort of bracket. A sufficiently grave-looking boy, 
ten or eleven years of age, was contemplating the figure ; 
and when he thought that no one was looking, with 
incredible audacity, the young sinner peeped op St. 
Catherine's petticoats: this was cert^nly piying a little 
too much into holy things. 
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TuBSDAT, AuGDBT 1&-— I Tinted a church which 
is Mud to be a copy of that of Loretto ; and anotlm, 
where I saw the CB»eB that coatain the booes of the 
e\evea thouBand nrg^na — it is an amiable weaknesa to 
be a virgin; and the botanical gardcDt which doe* 
not coDtaio any thing— it cannot be denied that this 
is a defect io a botanical garden. There ii a public 
Ubrary in this city, formed, aa at Ghent, out of the 
libraries of suppressed conventa. 

The new courts of justice are targe and handsome ; 
tiiey afford room for the public : jaiies are now in use. 
Au adrocate remarked to me, that hie profesuoo in 
England and Fiance is a good one ; but that jn Ger- 
many it is neither honourable nor profitable, although 
the law expenses are greater than in any other country, 
because of the enormous stamp duties and the fees of 
officers : he smd that there were some eloquent plead^s 
at Colt^e, and complained of the confused state of 
the law with some asperity, and with mildness of the 
tieatment of Napoleon in St. Helena. He told me 
that he had been a member of the committee for sup- 
pressing ctKiventB; that they were not refused admit- 
tance, except at one monastery^ that the soldiers broke 
the doors, and the monks then quietly submitted. He 
thought it was bad policy in the French to pay the 
priests so small a pension ; if they had been well paid, 
they would not have written or preached against the 
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govemtoent; they wonldi on the contraiyr hare been 
glad to have got lid of troublesome datiea, and would 
gradually have died off, and their craft with them. He 
added, that Cologne waa much improved since the 
Buppreationof coni^ats; the hoiues were now freehold, 
and were kept in repair; formerly they belonged to the 
religious ; and a« ndther landlord dot tenant would re- 
pair, tbey were in a dilapidated stato^ He wound up 
his discourse with a bottle of red Rbenish wiae from hi* 
vineyards near Bonn, which was excelloit. A young 
lady compluned that there is no public walk, and that 
the city is dull, as the inhabitants like nothing but 
the mass and prayers. In ttaveln published at least ■ 
hundred years iuace, we read the same complaint-^ 
•'tt»t though Ct^ogne is one of the greatest cities, it 
is one of the most melancholy in all Europe; there 
being nothing to be seen but priesta, friars, and stu- 
dents, many of whom beg alms with a s4H)g ; and no- 
thing to be heard but the ringing of bella : that there 
are very few families of qudity, and that the vulgar 
are very clowoi^" 1 found here the same little sa- 
peretition as to the letter in the candle which we liave 
in England. | 

Wednbsdat, Avoust 17-— I had not time to visit 
the celebrated CrucifiKion of St. Peter, by Rubens; 
or to look for the tomb of that renowned Scotchntan, 
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if Scotchown he was, the subtle Doctor Dune Scatua ; 
a person whoi at the aid of the thirteenth centniy, in 
a short life of thirty-four y«are, rendered himself il- 
lustrious; who was able ta draw thirty thousand stu- 
dents to hear his lectures; (let any thirty professors 
oow collect the like number;] who was able to prove 
the immaculate conception of the Virgia so clearly, 
that no one, who would not believe it, might be ad- 
nutted to a d^ree ; [let any thirty doctors disprove it, 
if they can ;] and who, after his death, was able to turn 
himself in his cofEn, which perhaps was the most sur- 
prising feat of all. For these, and for many other 
objects, I had not a moment's time. 

I left Cologne at nx in the morning by a private 
diligence. His majesty treats the passoiger too much 
in the military style, and therefore by no means civilly ; 
betddes, the subject takes him to Bonn for half a rix- 
dollar; Usmajesty, for the same service, isgraciously 
pleased to accept the lion's share — both halves. We 
arrived at Bonn at half-past nine : there is nothing re- 
markable on the road. In the cathedral, or minster, 
which b distinguished by no rarities, I saw a bronze 
statue of the Empress Helena, and some bones in a 
glass case decorated with stars of gilt and coloured 
paper, like confectionary at a ball. The buildings of 
the university are lai^ and handsome, the professors 
and students are numerous. The museum of natural 
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hiatoiyi at the Poppelsdorf, is on an extendve scale 
and well funushed ; but it is perh^n somewhat locked 
up. It may be open to all the world at other tinaes ; 
it was not bo to-day; whether it is or is not, it ought 
to be, without delay, or tip : the botanical garden is 
a large piece of ground) and was in a commendable 
condition. I thought that some of the students were 
good-looking and gentleman-like, but all smoked ; a 
long pipe, like a walking-stick, is tlie specific diffe- 
rence between gownsman and townsman; long hair 
and the absence of a neckcloth were accidents by no 
means attfrequent. 

In the evening I ascended the Krentzberg : the view 
is extremely fine. The utuation of Bonn is beautiful ; 
it is surrounded on all aides by vineyards. On the top 

- of the mountmn is a church, and beneath the church 
is a vault) in which are the bodies of twenty or thir^ 
monks ; it is *ud that they have laid there two hun- 
dred years. The boiUes are in open coffins; they are 
dresaed in their monkish habits, dried and shrivelled) 
but have not any offensive smell. The ground is ex- 
tremely sandy ; I found it so indeed all the way from 
Ostend, and aboundi&g in the wild endive, aitd in 
other plants that love sand. Perhaps the experiment 
of preserving bodies thus has not often been tried ; the 
success of it therefore is esteemed wonderful. If a 

- proper selection of subjects were made it would never 
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&1. I am confident that some of my acqaaintance 
are sufficient); dry to Iceepi uoder tolerably favourable 
circumatancei, for eyer: but when a dry fdlow dies 
they put him in a damp churchyard to ripen md grow 
meHow, and not in dry sandi that he u^ay be preserved 
in all his natural dryness. There is also in this church 
a fine marble staircase, a copy of the Saula Scala, the 
holy stairs at Rome. Such was the s<deinmty of the 
sacristan, who exhibited thf»e sacred rights — his man- 
ner was so sepulchral and so extortionate — that as we 
learn things from thar opporites, tua gravity taught 
me to be jocose; and his seeming to demand a large 
fee as a matter of right, to ^ve him a amall one ds a 
matter of choice : his lugubrious aspect reminded me 
of scbooUboy tricks ; and I felt irreristibly impdled to 
nick the old fellow, as it is technically called, I saw, 
therefore, patiently and slowly, all he had to show ; 
and wbra be held out his band for a reward, I gare 
him the smallest piece of money I could find, and left 
him petrified with horror, and silent through dismay. 
He had such a churchyard air that I own I felt great 
plesteure in tins frolic : it was like nicking Frosperiue, 
diddling Death, and cheating the grave of its due. 
Having tied the sexton up short, I descended to Bonn, 
to supper and to bed. 
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Thdbsdat, AvavBT is.— Smoking affects the 
breath. The Germans are unhappily not only food of 
smoking but of myit^; they tell you things of 
public notoriety as secrets, and truisms as discoveries, 
and in so doing come much too close. No soioker 
should be permitted to whisper secrets ; if he does, be 
should be punished as a poisoner. There is an obelisk 
ID the market-place, with an inscription in honour of 
one Maximilian Frederick, wMch, together with other 
laudatory rnatt^, declares that, «extructo ptochotro- 
phio urhem otio purgavit." A city purged and puri- 
fied from all ease : a dty of perpetual restlessness 
cannot be agreable to the settled inhabitant, (if such 
an ezpresRon may be used in speakiDg of such a place,) 
nor to the steanger, who, having tired his legs in 
walking about to see the lions, and porhaps this very 
ptocKotrophium, and being seated on one chair, would, 
but may not, lay up lus legs on another : be may not 
take his ease in bis inu. We will hope.that this praise, 
tike much else, is exa^erated, and that notwith- 
standing the poor-house,' some little esse may still be 
' had by stealth. They seem to think that it is enough 
ta keep military possession of a museum ; Btmn re- 
seinbles Oxford in this respect, as well as in the great 
scarcity of pretty women. The present affectation is, 
or rather the last orders from head-quarters are, to be 
German. Nothing is to he French: even the names 
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of the streets in Colt^^e, which were inscribed in 
French and German, are now in German only : the 
French has been rudely scratched, or plastered out, 
to the great inconvenience of for^gners. If I steal a 
book t scratch out the owner's name ; but if a man 
steals my book and writes bis name in it, aud I after- 
wards recover it, I do not scratch out his name, but 
pennit it to remfun as a memorial of the theft: if the 
title to the city be good, why pick out the marks ? 
Whetlier to be German means any thing more than to 
be barbarous, persons better acquainted with Germany 
than 1 can pretend to be, can alone detennine; 
save aud except in muMC, in which it is desirable to 
be as much German, and as littte French, as posnble. 
At half-past one 1 went on board the cocfae d'ean ; 
at about two we left the quay. When we bad got a 
little way a party of students overtook us; the bai^ 
stopped, and one of them came on board ; the rest took 
leave of htm with various high Dutch adieux, which 
sounded hearty and friendly. He had the long pipe 
in tus mouth, and was dressed, like many of bis com* 
panions, in the blue frock of our butchers; but his 
hair, tace, and hands, and whole person, were so 
dirty; he looked so unshaven and so debauched, that 
DO man who did not wish to eat.his peck of dirt all at 
once would give his custom to a butcher capable of 
tolerating such a lad about his shop. He soon came 
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on deck where I was, and accosted me in Germui : this 
was but lost labour. We next tried French ; but he got 
on eo slowly, knew so little of the language, and pro- 
nounced it so vilely, that he soon gave it up in de^iur. 
In Latin we were more Bucceseful; he epoke a most 
barbarous Latin, not fluenttyt but with sufficient 
readiness to converse. The rest of the party were all 
rustics, except onegirl, who spoke a very littie French, 
but it was more specious than useful ; so that there 
was DO one else with whom I could talk ; I therefore 
conversed much with him. 

He told me that he was a native of Saxony ; that 
the vacation had just commenced; that be was going 
home, to remain there until the middle of October; 
tliat he had not intended to go home, because he should 
have to walk from Coblentz for sis or seven <)ays, 
through a wild country, but that one of his townsmen, 
who was then a merchant at Cologne, " mercator Co- 
loniensis," had called upon lum that mortung, saying 
that lu: was ou his way home, that be hod often made 
the same journey, and would promise to procure him 
abed and some supper every night; being tempted 
by this promise, he had accordingly set out with his 
friend the merchant. 

The merchant was a merchant of the golden age, of 
the only kind that was known during the mild reign of 
Saturn— that is, he was a pedlar; a good, stout. 
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civil, mddy, Bun-bumt, red-haired pedlar : much 
more creditable in his personal appearance to the body 
ambulatory, of which he was a lasty member, than 
the student would have been to the frocked bands «f 
butchers' apprentices. 

The student told me that hia first teacher was the 
fmstor ot his town, who was the only man in the 
place able to speak French or Latin. That be was 
five years at a gymnasium, {so the Germans call 
a grammar-school, because the word denotes a place 
in which people are naked, and in' schools there is 
a frequent exposure of that part by which alone 
grammar cao be introduced into the system ; which is 
the only point where ignorance is weak, and is therefore 
the point of the gymnasiarch's attack : as the only im- 
portant part, in a granunatical point of view, is almost 
.perpetually naked, the whole person may be said to be 
so, at least for etymolc^cal purposes,) that be had 
been one year at the university, and that he intended 
to stay there two years more, and would gladly remain 
longer, but he was afraid that he should not have the 
funds. Latin is much used in lectures and exami- 
nations. He asked if I disliked smoking. I answered 
that 1 did not in others ; that 1 had no objection to 
other people sucking in as much smoke as they 
pleased. I remarked the great length of his pipe, 
which was like a walking-stick, and asked if all the 
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studi:uts earned the eaine sort of ofFenaive weapon. 
He aoBwered that it was to distinguish them from the 
PhiliHtines, (for bo they name the tovDsmen,] and that 
the; were veiy strict about the colours of the tassela ; 
that each -Btudent should wear the colour of his own 
nation ; the Prussians black and white — 1^ as.a Saxon, 
green and white ; that duela would ensue upon any in- 
Fringement of national colours. At all the Gerni^n 
universities there is a large majoiity of law Btudeots. 
They were building a hall for the students in theolc^ 
(the future priests) to dine in, in order to aroid all in- 
tercourse with the sinful world and the suares -of the 
devil. He was a student in philolt^y (whatever that 
be):of hisacquaintance with Greek heapolte modestly ; 
be had, however, attended lectures on the Fersians of 
^Bchylus, and the Birds of AristophaneB; and was 
to read, the next session, the Antigone of Sophocles. 
He talked with greatenthu«asm of the German critics, 
Heyne, Herman, Sadler, and others. 

It is not easy, without some p:;actice, to converse in 
I^tin witha German— 'to approach his Grc^ seems to 
he impossible; especially if you are ho(Ii stripped 
naked) that is, of books, pens, ink, and p^per, p^t 
into a boat tr^etheri and pushed off ipto the middle 
of the Jlhine. There are eight hundred students at 
Bonn, and about fifty professors. There is a pro- 
fessor of music, who teaches most dT the students to 



^.yClOO'^IC 



B4 BONN TO <:OBLEKTZ. 

play on the guitar and to ung; he is a diatinguished 
musician. He had formed a musical society, to which 
all vho choose are admitted, and is anxious to teach 
his science. To any one acquainted with our univeT' 
sities this must seem most extraordinary conduct in a 
professor. He spoke of his professors with that en- 
thusiasm which forms a part of the German character. 
When he leaves the umvemity he will most probably 
take with hitn a complete collection of their auto- 
graphs; like a learned and excellent Uerman, who 
^owed me the other day a bundle of sUpa of paper, 
on each slip was a sentence, either original or a quo- 
tation, with the signature of the writer: his bundle 
contained the hand^writing of most of the distin- 
guished men in Germany ; and he prized it more than 
any sublunary thing. From the sentiments you might 
have classed- the writers — the daring wrote, "let man 
be bold as a lion;" the timid, "many things are 
pleasanter than a broken head;" the credulous, "a 
person should believe all he hears;" the sceptical, 
"that we now and then hear what is not true;" the 
liberal, "that freedom is freedom;" the servile, "that 
kings are from Jove, and, of course, queens from Juno." 
The young Saxon was evidently imbued with a taste 
for what is best in literature; and if his dress and as- 
pect were grotesque and barbarous, they were accoid- 
ing to the fashion of his country. As tar as I could 
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judge from a long conversation and a short acquaint- 
ance, he seemed of a kind, geotlei simple, unpre- 
tending diepositioii : — 

" Somiiiig in numll viibiB was his speach, 
GLuUj iroold he leame, and gladly teach." 

The daughter of the captain of the vesBel played to 
us on the guitar tolerably well, and Bang several songs 
agreeably; she was plain, short, and shrivelled, but 
smart ; and, for a person in that line of life, had a 
certain graceful manner, by which, and perhaps by 
her songs, she captivated the student, and mercator 
looked as if he would walk a long way after her— 
which is indeed nothing in a pedlar, rather, perhaps, 
as if he would even sit still a long time for her sak& 
She did not seem disposed to lighten the waght of his 
pack; but in the student she took a lively interest, 
and asked me several time*, anxiously, if he spoke 
Latin well. I of course sud as much in praise of his 
Latioity as I could have said for Cicero or Terence, 
bad either of those most clas^csl persons been in the 
barge, and proved sufficiently amiable to inspire bar- 
geeis, the skipper's daughter, with so much tenderness 
as to induce her to inquire touching the punty of his 
style. 

We were towed by two horses against the stream, 
and we put up a sail to catch the light wind, which 
was favourable to us. The evening was showery, and 
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we had bat little eun, yet are the aeren mountains fine, 
and every inch) and CTerybarley-corn, of the way, beau- 
tiful. At dght we reached a small place on th^ left bank 
of the Rhine, called Krippe, and found a little inn; and 
the hospitable Jove and Mercury were both propi- 
tioos to us ; foT) unless 1 was misled by a most im- 
mense appetite, tbe white soup nonld hare been a 
credit to any dinna-party in England. The rest of 
our sapper was good; nor was Bacchus unwilling 
that ne should drink tolerable wine. "Two Dntchm«i 
talked togedier in their native tongue; the mass of 
conversatioti was German, as most of the party knew 
no other dialect. I sometimes addressed the bargeeid 
in French, but more dsually the student in Latin, who 
interpreted for me on this, and on all occa»ons ; thus, 
though our party was not lai^, four languages were 
spoken ; [one to be sure was a dead one ;) had there 
been another Englishman, a fifth would have come 
into play, which was then useless as lumber in a garret. 
In a donble-bedde^ room I had one bed, into tbe 
other ascended mermtor and the student. If the gene- 
ral appearance of the student had called to my mind 
Chaucer's picture of the scholar of Oxenforde, the 
bed-room scene could not fail to remind me of the two 
scholars in the story of tbe Miller of Trum{nngton; 
the miller's wife, daughter, and child, however, were 
not present. 
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" To bed went the daughter lighl ataa. 
To bed goeA Aleia md tito lobo." 

Whether there nere any other poinU of dlfferencet 
or of resemblance, I cannot tdl, for I fdl asleep im- 
mediately, leartug theSaxooH talkiug Saxon; and at 
one o*clo<i in the morning, when we were compelled 
to turn out, I found them talkipg Saxon likeniae. 

Friday, August 19. — To get out of bed at one 
o'clock in the morning, to be lighted by a lantern in 
the rain, overawet plank, intothecabin of adripping 
barge, to abide there till noon without other breric&st 
than a small cup of coffee brewed by fresh-water 
sailors, portrays the utmost malice of Fortune. She 
was pleased to inflict this upon me; and such is the 
beauty of the Rhine, that, as soon as it was light, her 
malice was rendered impotent, and I foi^ve her. I 
passed Nevwied with regret 1 I would gladly have 
landed and spent some time in the museum of natural 
history ; it was, however, a consolation to learn, that 
it is chiefly ricli iu birds. I feel less interest, and have 
made less prt^ress, in ornithology, than in some other 
departments of the study of nature^ . 

A German pointed oat to nte what I could not have 
fiuled to observe— the fine avenue of poplars -. I was 
struck with the integrity of the avenue, and the mag- 
nitude of the trees. This good tree is pleased to find 
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itself on the bank of a rirer ; it is nourished by water, 
**nutritaque populuB and&," it can grow fat, or at 
least tall, upon water. The size of the trees isi I am 
informedf quite astonishing. A friend, who had an 
opportanity of examining them accurately, told me 
that they kt surpassed any that be had ever seen; he 
was, indeed, bo deeply impressed by their vast mag- 
nitude, that he insisted that I could not form any idea 
of it from the boat, and would not permit me to say 
that they appeared large. I gladly yielded the point 
ill honour of the poplar, which has always been a fa- 
vourite tree ; partly because my native village is adorn- 
ed with poplars ; partly because I think it is a beau- 
tiful tree; (althongh many people quarrel with it for 
that it is neither an oak, nor an elm ; I can neverthe- 
less admire the spires of Antwerp and Salisbury ; they 
are not temples or amphitheatres, yet are they beautiful 
in thnr way;) and partly because it is the tree of 
Hercules, for whom I have always felt much respect 
and regard, and, as it were, a personal fiiendship. 
His wife, even when she scolds him for havii^ put on 
in sport the cap of thut bold and naughty woman, 
Omphale, does not object to his wearing a branch of 
this tree upon his head : 

" AuMS ea hinatoi mitra Tedimiie ctpilloa ; 
Aptior Herculex pojiulus alto. comiE." 

I will always respect the poplar, and will say to every 
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one I see, what (£iione says to an individual tree: 
" Live, I pray you, O poplar ! " 

" Popole, rive precoi ." . 

At half-past eleven we reached Coblentz, an uninte- 
resting city, in a eltaalian naturally beautiful, but so 
much fortified, and so sorronaded by castles and bat- 
teries, that nature is coasiderably injured. . Nature is 
a luxuriant, buxom dame, of a full figure, and with 
a Bweepiug outline; to clothe her therefore in military 
uniform is not a commendable thing ; the tight panta- 
loons, and the short, narrow skirts, where all is exube- 
rance, are hardly decent, and most unbecoming. The 
town has nothing to detain the curious; the churches 
have no beauty, external or internal ; within they are 
as white-washed and as naked as Protestant temples, 
which they resemble, except as to some gilded statues, 
and a few pictures and altars. Tbe castle of £hr«i- 
breitstein is situated on the opposite side of the river; 
tbe rock on which it stands is steep, and some hundred 
feet in lidght. The view is fine, but one sees too 
many batteries. The Prussian officers are smart, 
soldier-like, and tolerably clean; if their sisters are 
generally as good-lookingi it must be a pleasure to 
visit Berlin. The ^rls here twist thar hair belund into 
two large braids far apart, which sometimes hang down 
and are sometimes turned up and confined by \aige 
gold or Mlver instruments, like large paper cutters. 
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With all reverence for their better judgmeDt, to me 
it seemed barbarous; indeed, a Fr^ch lady (a high 
authoiity as to dressing the head) told me it wafi not 
in good tafite. 

SATVanAT, AuovsT 20.—I turned out at nine; 
and in crpssiug the market-place, which was full of 
v^etables and of women, 1 met bargeeiB; she was in 
high spirits, and innsted upon showing me something. 
I snlmiitted; she accordingly opened her reticule, 
wtncb, although a large ooe, was quite full, and dis- 
played a red cabbage that she had just be«i buying, 
as she smd, remarkably cheap. She was asked five 
pieces of money for it; any other woman would have 
given three, but Ae had got it, at last, for two. It 
was a perfectly good cabbage ; I was required to look 
at it all over ; to touch it io all parts ; and, I believe, 
to smell it, that 1 might pierceive it had as sweet a 
breath as a cabbage can have: part was to be stewed, 
and the ranalnder dressed in some other way that I 
did Dot comprehend. She was a very plain girl, and 
semed to have ^ven up all thoughts of the beaatifiil, 
and to confine herself entirely to the useful : her 
stroug point the considered to be thrift ; and although 
she spoke French with great difficulty, she took such 
extraordinary pains to praise herself, that she got on 
better than could have been expected. Without. 
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thrifli ^e aaid tevmsl timei, Avk k do use in being 
ric^; ridiee are of no me witbmit thrift. I was not 
diBpOMd to deny this ; so Ae went on :-—*' I mw s 
noman just now buy ft bench of carrota for three 
p)Mes of moneyt that I coald have bought for two. 
Few wonvea nodentand bow to go about these tbhigsi 
very few indeed ; they will not attend to them ; and if 
they would, it would be of no u»e. Look at my 
gown, air," she iaid; wUch I did, "How much do 
yoa think it cost ? " I could form no idea; aod when 
I saw tbe-gowD and it» trimmt i y ; wb«i 1 considered 
it and its limng; wlien I thought of the tape, and 
bobbin, and thread, and bnttonsi and hooks aud 
eyes, I was in desp^r. I had been told that the 
Moselle is Very beautiful ; I was gMng to see it ; I 
bad not mucb more than an hour— and what is an hour 
to make the estimates of a gown ? I was conudering 
whether it would be the least eril to see the Moselle in 
company with tbe hatreds and the cabbie, or not 
to see it at all ; whether I should propose a walk, that 
the gown might be made upon the banks of the rirer, 
or I should give up my walk altogether, when tbe 
clock of a church struck some quarters. The lady 
then sud she must go, and kindly removed all my 
doubts, by wishing mea pleasant journey, and hurrying 
away. I shall therefore never know how much the 
gown cost. 
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I walked dong the banks of the Moeelle,' which are 
very luvely, as Far es a little village. I had resolved, 
on leaving England, togivenpallthoughtsof botany, 
and to attend entirely to matters of more important ; 
but I could not help observing several plants not 
found in England, some species of eryngo, and some 
pretty Bagee, not wise men, or wise women, but 
~ Salvia, 

" Cm- moriatai homo, cni Sahia creicit in liaitii 1 " 

The tree, which is usually called the common acacia, 
and has been lately named the locust tree, was growing 
wild in abundHDce ; biit I did not observe any large 
enough to form the keel of a man-of-war. There is 
an old church in the village; I walked into the church- 
yard ; the grave-stones are small stoue crosses, with in- 
scriptions in the German language, sometimes in the 
German character ; thqr are all very short, and to the 
purpose: thus— "On the 3d of December, A.D. 
1933) died Catheriua Maria Baumer, aged twenty- 
seven years." I did not find that, in any one instance, 
a man thought, because he was dead, he was entitled 
to be impertinent, and to bore the living with good 
advice. On some of the more recent graves I saw 
branches of the fir, and flowers, chiefly the purple 
convolvolus. 

At noon I went on board the barge with two good 
Germans, whom I overtook on the road. One of them 
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could speak a little French, the other confined hU 
enei^es to the high Dutch. That the English are 
highly esteemed in Flanders and in Germany, is plain 
from small things as well as great, I have heard iier- 
sons remark Bomewhat pettishly, that nothing is ap- 
proved of which IB not English ; that if it be English 
it ia enough j no further questions are asked. One of 
the two Germane was of this opinion, and in small 
matters, as Ihr as his skill could go, which was not 
very far, he endeavoured to be English. He had seen 
an Ent^lish gentleman, who resided for a year in his 
neighbourhood, followed by a great number of dogs, 
spaniels, pointers, or greyhouuds, I presume; this, 
he said, gave the Englishman a noble api>earance. To 
imitate him, as far as circumstances would permit, he 
hail procured from iin English sailor at Kotterdam, an 
English dog ; that is to say, a little black terrier, such 
as blind beggars walk with, ami are guided by; and 
havio'j; cut off his ears and tail, to give him a more 
sporting look, he amply compensated the animal for 
depriying him i>f these natural oruaments by supplying 
him with a brass collar, so broad, that the poor dog 
could hardly more his head. " You see how much I 
admire the English," he often said, looking towards 
the dog with an air of triumph, "because I imitate 
them thus ; and when you see a penknife 1 have got, 
you will say that no such knife could be made except 
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in England." When the knife was produced, it was 
[ffeciaely such a knife ae would not be found in Eng- 
land, at least in common uee : it was a good penknife, 
with two blades ; the handle of mother-of-pearl, much 
carved, and full of ulver studs : the name on the 
blade alone showed thatitwaa of English jRiaDul&ctnre. 
I suppose such knifes are made for exportation ; 
Uiose which are cmnmonly used not being sufScientljr 
English. ' The other folks in the boat were mere 
rustics : we passed slowly through a lovely country, 
and at eight in the evening reached St. Goar. 

The unlucky Grermans, although a most ingenious 
and laborious people) are> somehow or other, always 
in the wrong — always in a. hnny and out of breath, 
but yet too late ; and with the most exemplary perse- 
verance, taking prodigious pains to get as lar as pos- 
sible from the end proposed. Myfriend, tlie gentleman 
with the dog, was going with his companion to make 
a tour in Switzerland; .he bad contrived, by much 
study, a sort of knapsack, of a superior and very 
troublesome construction; when we arrived at St. 
Goar, the custom-house officers said it was a bosi I>^ 
cause a few ounces of wood entered into the compo- 
sition of it, and would not permit him to land lit, 
whibt less ingemous persons were allowed to take 
four or five times as much on shore lin bags without 
opposition. Having found unexpectedly a. friend, an 
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officer) at Coblentz, he had drunk like a German ; 
he had drunk, at eleven o'clock, a. m.* three bottles 
of etroQg wine ui about ten minutes, on ao empty 
stomach : the poor man sufTered all the afternoon 
under a most grievous headache, and on arriving went 
immediately to bed. 

I admired, in passing, the romantic ntnatioD of 
Boppart and Hs fine gardens with vinee on trellisea ; 
the town is old and ruinous, but picturesque. I waa 
doubting whether it would not be pleasant to spend 
some weeks there in the summer, when two handsome, 
well dressed wc»nen walked, past along the edge of the 
river, and turned the scale at once, ft would be 
delightful to pass a summer at the different towns 
on the banks of the lovely Rhine; to explore 
on foot every mountain, every ruin, every tributary 
stream, every sweet valley : without any settled plan ; 
but as well or ill off, as pleased or ^spleased, as idle 
or active, as curious or studious, so to go or stay, to 
remuD, retreat, advance, act, or neglect. At supper 
I sat next a lady from Saxe Gotha, who could speak a 
little bad French ; she took every moment a ladleful 
of butter, ofoi), or of some greasy sauce, and poured 
it over my plate, saying, " Take care of your bealth, 
my dear wr; take care of your health." I had break- 
fasted at eight in the morning; it was now nine at 
ui^t ; I had not eaten at all in the interval, and had 
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therefore a yeiy goo<l appetite) and it was not agTe<«bIe 
to have my proceediu^ thus interrupted. I thought it 
was the devil in Saxo<Gothic shape, who had- come to 
tempt me to some act or expression of impatience; 
but at last, by pladn>!; a crust of bread under one 
side of my plate, I kept my food dry ; she made her 
lake in the valley, and I ate my victuals, hii{fa and 
dry, on the top of the mountain. As she drank more 
wine her attentions became more frequent ; I began to 
fear that) at last, she would pour a ladlef ul upon my 
head, and thus aDiiInt mc kin^ of Saxe Gotha. It 
was tike beiii<; caressed by a seal. Her mind was 
evidently so constituted, that she conid not l>elieve 
that any one could dislike grease. I mifrht have con- 
vinced her tliat I was n person of great ditfideiice, but 
not tliat I did not like lat, so I did not attempt it. 

Sunday, August 21. — We were roused in the 
morning at two— oht incredible cruelty — ai>d de- 
parted at three : the stars were i<lmiiii;^ Iirightly; Iwas 
glad to see Orion, the two Bears, and the Pleiades ; they 
looked like friends fmm England, whom I liail often 
seen and watched there, and thuy were now watching 
faithfully those who were asleep at home. The belt of 
Orion was just rising abuve the hills on the opposite 
Bank of the Rhine, and showed the hour and the 
season, and the points of the com|)ass. We were 
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dra)^ned throngh the rotuiog waters. I caught an ob- 
scure idea of the place through the windon by the 
light of the stars; it soon grew light, they disap- 
peared, and I went oudeck in thecold misty moraing. 
I neither saw, nor heard, the Lurely, for Bhe is to be 
found only in the evening by twilight; she is a water 
spirit, a mermaid, a syren, or one of the nymphs that 
stole Hylas; she haunts this part of the river; her 
sweet voice aiid lovely face are, as usual, dangerous, 
and often fatal. Persons who have never seen it, say 
and believe, that the Bun-nse is a fine thing: muth 
fi ner than the sun-set ; I, who have seen it oflener than 
I wished, beg leave to assure them, that the cold morn- 
ing, steaming and reeking with mists and vapours, a 
by no'means so pleasant as a good bed. The sun-set 
irisplendid, becausetiieair hasbeen filledwith warmth 
and light ^1 the day ; in these nortliem climates, at 
least, after a dark cold night, there is no brilliancy in 
the son-rise. I never desire to see the. riung sun ex- 
cept in the winter, at gev^i or eight o'clock ; and in 
Loudon, where that great luminary appears, through 
the smoke of the city, like a slice of red beet-root 

The Rhine continued to be b£»utiful as before; it 
was a fine hot day. Vineyards were to be found every- 
where; it was curious to observe them in places ap- 
parently inaccessible, the viues growing amongst 
fn^ments of slate rock. From Bonn the towing-path 
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is on the left bank of the river, and oa our right hand'; 
at a town called Caub* it croaaes aver to the right 
banlci and cQnt^naei thera until a short distance from 
Maye&ee. At Caub we bought some cheese, butter, 
audhotrolls, andmadeamut of a breakfast; at eleven 
we reached Rnd^ieim, vheic we dined at a rode ion. 
The dinner was plain, but good: in the midit of the 
Rhangau, almost at the foot of the lamons Johanms- 
beig, I had a bottle of hock that filled me wiA 
astonishmoit ; the taste was so powerfiil that a ta- 
qtoonful Savoured a lai^ tumbler of water ; but I 
thoagbt the wine was better witliout water. ' 

Near this place ia the c^biated Mmnselkarm, the 
Tower of Mice, or Rats, of which a fbnoer traveller 
writes tbua: " Here tite Rats' Tower is shewed, and 
the people of the country do all firmly befiev* the 
story of the rats eating up an elector ; and that though 
he fled to this island, where he built a small high town, 
they pursued biiu still, and smmmed after him, and 
eat him up. And they told us that there were some 
of his bones to be seen still in the tower. This extras 
ordinary death makes me call to mind a peculiar mid 
unlocked for sort of death, that carried off a poor la- 
bourer of the ground a few days before I left Geneva. 
The foot of one of bis cattle, as he was plouglung-, 
w«)t into a nest of wasps, upon which the whole swann 
came out and set upon him that held the plough, and 
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killed h'm in a very Ktfle time ; and hk body was pro- 
digiotiBly swelled nitb the poysoA of so many stings." 
Tte naine of this lat-bitteo person was Hatton ; be was 
on abbot and archbishop of Mayence in the tenth cen* 
tury: tra&tioneayBthatmdny of theinhabitantsofthat 
town applied to him for relief in the time of famine ; that, 
although rich, he refused to assist them ; and when they 
bedune importunate, he cftnsed some of them, men, 
tromen, and children, to be seized and shut up in a bam, 
which wassetonfire by hi«order,and they were burned 
alive, to the great amnsement of his grace. He eren 
remarked, upon bearing their cries, "Hark! how the 
rats sqneak !" The archiepiscopal palace was soon 
^terwsrds invaded by hosts of rats, against which it 
was impossible, as the soence of rat-catching was then 
in its in&ncy, to make a sfand, and, as the event proved, 
there was no safety even in Sight. 

There is geneaally some foundation of truth for a 
tradition ; it is easy to believe iu the cruelty of an ava- 
ricioas prelate ; and it is not impossible, that if his dead 
body had been left in a place that was haunted by rats, 
it might have been partly devoured, or at least gnawed 
by these vermin. Hatton had, doubtless,ia furtherance 
^ his own base and selfish purposes of imposturet 
taken abundant pains to inculcate the uncharitable 
doctrine of judgments of Providence, and that the 
eommoB accidents and calamities of life are particular 
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interpositioDB for vindictive eods ; his flock, therefore, 
judicioufily applied the instructions totbe teacheTi and 
retaliated upon the memory of the cruel and rapacious 
4ecaver. 

We embarked agmn, and were drawn slowly through 
a most fertile country ; at seven in the evoiing we 
reached Mayence. The coche d'eau is not constructed 
conveniently ; it is desirable that the Germans, who 
&K said to be on iagenioua people, should contrive a 
more commodious boat, and it would not be impos- 
sible. It is doubtless difficult to navigate a boat 
against the stream of such a river as the Rb'iae; but 
nevertbeleas I cannot help thinking, that it might be 
done with less annoyance to the passenger, and that it 
is not necessary to make su many attempts to pull off 
his head, or to sweep him off the deck with the ropee, 
as is the practice of these awkward boors. The times 
and seaEoUB might easily be mode more convenient. 
To rise at one, or two, in the moniing is a cruel thing ; 
and to remain in the barge from that time until seven 
or eight at night, is to ask too much of poor human 
nature. 

I gave up the great hotel to which I had been re- 
commended ; and in order to see the manners of the 
place, I went to a small inn, which was decidedly 
Dutch, and decidedly bad ; but the hostess was kind 
and obliging, and the diverse manners of the people 
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are always amuung. The gQverameats will not be 
French forsooth, but German. What have the Ger* 
mans everirritten in Gennan, but such undigested 
and indigestible stuff as l>r. Faustus and the Death of 
Abel? Whatbave they ever written to make men wiser 
or better? One page of some French books, which 
readily surest themselves, is worth the whole of their 
crude and flatulent literature: what have they erer 
written to prevent the world from becoming one great 
barrack ? The affectation of fortresses is ridiculous 
and offensive. You must walk in straight lines, form 
acute angles springing from the sides of a pentagon, 
and, you must pl^k your path according to the know- 
ledge of fortification that nature may have given you, 
upon pain of death : here all the world may fralk ; go 
there and you die instantly ; that is to say, if you be- 
lieve the sentinel, who is a walking, pipe-clayed false- 
hood. He has armed himself with a musket which he 
has loaded with ball, and he has fixed a bayonet at 
tlie end of it, without the smallest intention of making 
use of them, and with a firm determination to the con- 
trary. Fortresses and all tnihtary mummery are vain ; 
a people who have reason to love their country can de- 
fend it without dtadels and standing armies. When 
' they shall have learned what the government ought to 
be, and that they have the power of making it what it 
ought to be, and what they would have it, they will 
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love their country and will dtFend it ; bat it is not by 
writing grimly about the devlU as the Germaqa use, 
fliat these valaable truthg are tnught nwpkiod. The 
dewVe to be GerauM) is SQ great, and the ^ntipWhy tP 
the French eo escewve, (hrt a Prussian officer having 
prefixed to lus name in the book of arrivals, "Mofttieur 
de rrt-~' instead of " Von," a patriotic Gerxnan wrote 
u»der it in anger : c Op ftey not speak Qernian in 
Berlin ? " U was fec^QUsly said, that a Pruwifin pft- 
ficer would be brokoi) or had been broken, if not 
shot, for raying adieu. The Fraich, or their nilera, 
must hav^ behaved exceedii^ly ill in Genoany, to 
have made themielves 10 odiouB. Be tllia as it may. 
4t present the French are certainly at a discount all 
over Europe. 

Monday, Apqust 23. — Mayence is an old German 
city, curiouB and antique, tiot beautiful: the cath^ 
dral i* extremely ancient, and both within and without 
it is equally destitute of grace. It contains many mo- 
numents of bisbops in their pontifical robes, and of 
noblemen, and some old pictures ; the whole building 
U dirty and ruinous. The fortifications are ugly, and 
are said to be prodigionsty strong. 

The suburbs abound in gardens, with vines, fruit- 
trees, and Bummer^liouftei ; they are pretty, but they 
do not aatJsfy an Englishman':^ idea of a garden, and 
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hudly get beyond an orchard ; like the garden of AU 
dnoua, id tbe aeventh book of tbe Odyatej, which 
wu but an orchard ; unlw s two lines can elevate tbs 
four acKB of the hoepitaUe Corfiote to tbe dignity of 
a kitchen<garden ; because Oxte, near the last row 
of vioest the regular beds of onions and Welsh leeks, 
(^ flpinachf canliflowerB, and fine Homui broccolii of 
comoKni beans and of Windsor beaiis, of bine Prus- 
uan peas and of marraw-&ts, and of all kinds <^ 
vegetables, grew perfectly well, and onnnally, and 
duruig all the year, filled the beholder with delight. 

Bv9a h jcctrftfirot trpaauti irapa vaaTov opx"" 
OavToiai mfuaatv, tirqiraviit' yavoiMtu, — ▼. 1ST. 



We cannot denyj therefore, to Phnada and tbe he- 
roic ages, the glory of a kitchen-garden ; a real garden 
perhaps is only to be met with in En^and, except, as 
I am told, ill the Uiuted State*; and thej are, in fact, 
a part of England, although we have more gentility, 
and the Americans have more liberty, and although 
we call these good people " Jonathan." 

The town is full of Pmsnan and Austrian soldiers ; 
the latter, in tbar white uniforms, look like cooks, or 
barbers. In the barge yesterday was a Swiss sergeant 
from the Grisonsi he had served nnder Napoleon ten 
years ; four in Spain, several in Italy ; he conld speak 
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some Frax:h and a little Siiamsh ; be talked of our 
iBodeofpnnishingsoliUeTsivtthgreathorTor; he told mc 
that he had seeo it in Spain. I said it was vety bud, but 
that I had not witnessed it myself; be looked incre- 
dulous, and I suppose that I could not have made 
him believe that I told the truth, or made him com- 
prehend the English customs ; and that of all the 
English he met abroad, hardly one had been present 
at a scene of military discipline. Such is the prodi- 
gious separation of ranks in England, greater, perhaps, 
than in any other country in the world : it is not usual 
to concern ourselves about, or to examine any thing 
that relates to . our inferiors ; hence this cruelty, and 
a thousand other abominations, continoe to be prac> 
tised. 

I was tired, and the day was excesavely hot; I 
cUd not go therefore to Wiesbaden, as I had intended : 
there is nothing particular, except mineral waters, 
which' I never drink, and a pretty country, which 
I should have been very glad to have seen, but in 
a limited time it is impossible to visit every thing: 
the etymology of the place is tempting, meadow- 
bath, baths amongst meadowii. I went with my Gier- 
mons in the afternoon to the Kirehmease, a sort of 
&ir, or feast; we walked out of one of the gates c^ the 
city, through the botanical garden, and along the quay, 
fwr a mile or mure, np the river, with many people of 
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all raaks, men, women, and ctuldren ; and at a public- 
booBe we took, aa others tookt bock and Seltzer wateTt 
an agreeable and refreshing beverage: we had likewue 
bread and butter, and. a sort of stinking cheese, witb 
carraway seeds in it ; this powerful preparation of milk 
is acceptable onlj' to a Teutonic palate : we had also 
music, in which the Germans excel ; for you may oftm 
hear dirty rt^es singing together in tune and in time, 
like those whom God has joined, aa if they had but one 
tongue and one car. 

In Genoany it is pmnful to find agwn that class of 
women, winch oifends every where in London, by exhi- 
biting a disgusting impudence, di^raceful to the na- 
tion. A German showed me a piece of real Windsor 
soap, made in London, of which he was not a little 
proud. He had passed some time in London, and 
said, he thought he could live there as cheaply and 
more comfortably titan in Germany ; that he liked beer 
and porter better than wine, because malt liquor did 
not beat him so much. It is not easy to believe this 
doctrine to the full extent ; bat certainly it is postnble 
to live very cheaply and very comfortably in London ; 
he said that he lived in tod^ngs, but kept house ; that 
it was necessary to know the place well, and the seasons, 
and the prices of every thiug. 



-.Coo'^lc 



lOd HAVENCE TO FRANKFORT. 

. Tdssday, August 33. — Wen»eatfive,breakf(ut£d 
at aixi and went OQ .board the bark at seven ; this was 
plectsantlf e^\y, .and seemed an «gr«eable piece of re- 
finement, after having been a part; to the detestable 
barbarity c^ commeociD^ the day at qrte, or two, ia the 
nmroing;. The hark waa & large vesselt thirty jrards in 
liengthi with a godi clear deck of tnenty yards to walk 
vpWL We coDMuqediome time ID croating the Rhine, 
and in enteri^gtbe Maine ; the view of Mayence, from 
the mouth of that river, is fine and voy flattering. 
There is the same, or even a greater difference in the 
colour of the water of the two riversi tboD between the 
Moselle and the Rtune ; the ciJour of the Rlune ia 
white, as if with lime ; that of the Maine ii green. 

We traveled to-day iu a coach and us ; that is, a 
cache d'eau, drawu by ux horses. The bookfa are p)ea^ 
aant, but not remarkably picturesque; we saw on our 
right the village of Hockheim, a name sacred to Bac- 
chus, and as Dionyuacal as any thing that is to be 
found in Nonnus.* To most persons the sight of such 
a place would bring idew of mirth end jdlity; but 
one of our party looked at it with pain : he had been 
encamped on the ndghbouriog hill for three weeks, in 
the middle of winter, without the common necessaries 
of life, and had borne the intense cold without a fir^ be- 
cause, as soon as they made one, the French batteries 
began to play upo)i them, and this kind of play was worse 
• " With bBowcL, boccamore, and mum." — Hudibras. 
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than the cold. He ceiuideredhiinielf very lucky ; for 
faaving lerved liz yean, and having boen twice ilightly 
wounded, he tMul obtaioed hii diichBi^ : he had also 
i«o«red for his trouble a medal, vhjch be showed ma, 
tot wYaeh I certainly would not stay five minuta in a 
wet ditefai he bad bendes a complimentaiy letter from 
■ome princSt or cemmander, which pofaapi might be 
valued ttt one drop of rain ; it certainly w«« net w^rtlt 
the postage. 

We bnded in the middle of the day, and dined 
comfortably, not without pleav^t wine. In this Kne 
country, all are entirely of the epinioti of Alcsut, that 
you cannot plant a better tree than the vioe ; on every 
■pot of ground, or of rock, there la a vine ; against 
every home, agaiott every wall, is a vine) everygarden 
la but a little arcade of arbour^ ibrmed by vine* ; evety 
attvk, ev»y {uece of wood, ia a prop for a viae, or con- 
tribtitestofonnatreUia. Lend me your walkiRg-sticlc, 
men eeem to aay, to support my vine ; the vine will 
support you, when the stick cannot ; lend me your 
Bipbrella to prop my viae ; the vine will some day 
shelter you from the wet much better than the frail 
silk. Every tlung here is on the principle (^ the tever; 
power, fulcrum, weight] the power is ^ vine; the 
fulcnim, any piece of wood j the weight to be moved 
is doll care. Plant no other tree, as Alcteus wnga. 
befbie the vine :-^ 

AlqJif aXXo fvnvfyt irportpov hviptov afiirtXw. 
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A person who has had experience of the quantity of 
grapes that may be raised in a small hat-house, will be 
able to judge of the produce of high many hills, ex- 
tending for miles and miles. Does not the RMne, on 
. whose lovdy banks these vines grow, flow into the sea ? 
does not the sea coramuaicate with the Thames, and 
the Thames with London ? Yet, so detestable is our 
folly, that we permit our rulers to exclude, by aa 
enormous tax, the sweet liquor that would flow na- 
turally into our glasses. We arrired at Frankfort 
in the evening : to-day, and during my .stay in tlus 
city, the heat was exceswve. 

Wednesdat, AuaosT 24; Thursdat, August 33; 
Friday, August 26.— Duriug these three days I went 
but little out, and employed myself prindpally in 
writing letters in my bed-room, on the third floor of 
the WddenbuBch. Tliis much celebrated inn is a 
handsome house, tike the opposite hotel, the Swan, 
HDd many other hotels here; the Cour d'Angleterreis 
still more immense. I was in some respects dikap- 
poioted at the Willowbush, cluefly in the dinners, 
which are celebrated in a lai^ saloon, and are well at- 
tended, but by no means good ; the first day I had the 
worst meal I have met with since I left England, con- 
sisting of scraps, shreds, and remnants, which were not 
too sweet. Many of the guests agreed with me in my 
estimate of the dinner : I speak only of the public en- 
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tertainment ; I was told that the private diDnen are 
plentiful and good. 

Frankfort is a pretty town, neat, clean, and full 
of handsome houses; but there ia vety little to be 
seen. The churches, as I was told, have nothing cu- 
rious in any respect ; I had but little opportunity of 
judging for myself, for being a Protestant town, it is 
not easy to get into them ; they are rarely open. I en- 
tered one ; it was ugly enough, full of old mouumenta 
and odious pews, which are especially ofTensiTe after 
the eyes have been used for some tiine to open, undi- 
vided churchea. The streets were full of booths for 
the great feir; nuda temporary drcus has been erected, 
where one Bach, from Berlin, proposes to giveexhibi- 
tions of horsemanship. The fortifications have been 
turoed into gardens, plantations, and pleasure grounds; 
they ate very pretty and pleasant. It is a great im- 
provement to convert war into amusement ; and 1 do 
Dot donbt that Frankfort is as safe now, sarronnded 
by acacias and lilacs, as it was formerly, when encom- 
passed with walls and towers. A gardener is a more 
respectable member of the communis than an artil- 
it^-man. 

The theatre is dirty and shabby ; but it was well 
filled on the evening I viuted it. The opera was 
Euryanthe, by Weber : the music pleasing, the per- 
formance good, and the orchestra excellent. The 
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author was preaent) and at the canclaHon of the piece 
was loadly called for ; after a little iielnctant didaj, to 
ehow that he was not lew taodest than Oroncal, the 
author of Der Freischtltz appealed on the stage for a 
moment, before the free citiiens of Fraskfott, he bow- 
ing, tbe^ applauding; the audience were weD-behaved, 
■nd extretmiy attenfire. Tlie heat was insufferable, 
but prondeotiBUy tbera was do bnllet, so that at nine 
all went home with a clear couscieaioe. I risited one 
day a gallery of pfuotinga which a merclnnt left to 
the city; it contains many good, but, I think, no 6r3t- 
ntte pictoTee; they are chiefly of the Flemish and 
German scbocJs. 

Saturday, AvonsT 27. — I got into thecftbriotetof 
the diligence at noon, and passed thtongh a pleasuit 
aad well-wooded, b»t flat coantry, to Darmstadt, aa 
t^reeable, clean, regnlsff little town: the theatre is 
said to be the best m Germany. We efaanged horses, 
bat did not remain nany minutes ; I regr^ted thst I 
cottM not give a d^ to this pretty little capital, and 
«H erening to its theatre. 

I was joined by an acquaintance, an excdimt and 
weU-instrtlcted (}erm»H ; he seated himself by my side, 
and we jog^eA on l«getihet« Here the eotnnry became 
truly beautifol ; we passed at the foot of a fine range 
of mountains ; thoe were walnut-trees on all sides ; 
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bemp inabandance; nnet, frequently on trellisei, k 
foretaste of Italy ; and frait-tiees bending beneath the 
neight of fruit. 

The eilwngeni ipeed^waggon, or diliif^ncet is well 
conducted; phones were hwadaome and in good con- 
dition ; th^ were in pain, ai in Gi^land ; but ibe 
leaders vat fastened to the bars by exceedingly long 
npe* ! mcwt of tbe bona appeared to hare s turn for 
kickii^i which is peilupa the rmod for suffering Ihe 
ropes to go to mch very inconrenient lengths. I ob- 
served a great many blind horses. Tbe roads were ge^ 
nerally Macadamized. 

We amTed at Heidelberg at nine; I had breakfinted 
at dgbt, and suffered tbe pains of hunger during tbe 
latter part of the journey, not having eaten any thing 
all day ; at ten sapper came ; most welcome was tlie 
sight of K tureen of soup : the traveller dinainishes tbe 
pleasureof btsjoumeybykag fiirtH; he is too modest, 
oc too careleaa, to mqwre as to die tiHe when be is to 
have bis meals,8n<l to make arnngemeniB accoiAigly, 
Hid dae provision. I oUcb skode restdationa to act 
more wisely on futuxe joameys ; but or these, aa in the 
gnat jonniey of fife, i have seldom adhered to my 
good reMlntiwis. 

SuNDAT, AuaoBT 28 — A Tecy,r*s«r-day. Haring 
looked first into a Catholic diurcb, where th«y were 
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celebrating the ihaea, we went into the cathedral, whic^ 
is dedicated to the Protestant worship: we found a 
man preaching about the good Samaritan and man's 
duty to his neighbour, in the German language ; we 
sat down and heard him out in about half an hour. He 
spoke loudly and distinctly, but he was a very ugly 
fellow, and is not esteemed a good preacher. When 
the sermon was concluded, they all struck up a paalm, 
and sung it most vilely. The preacher thea gave out 
the iiameB of persons about to be married, and pub- 
lished the banns : no licenses are permitted ; all ranks, 
even the prince, must be asked in church. 

A huge cocked-hat is uniTersally worn by the men 
of the lower class here, as at Frankfort : I saw in this 
place, with much pleasure, many very pretty children, 
and some rather pretty women : the teeth of the ladies 
are generally defective; smoking spoils. the teeth in 
men; and I adi inclined to think that the ladies inherit 
this defect from th^r smoking iathers and smoking 
grandiathers ; if themen continue to smoke for another 
century at the present rate, there will not be a single 
tooth left in Germany and Holland : teeth will become 
entirely obsolete; an old woman from fordgn parts, 
with one tooth in her head, will be shown at the fairs 
as a toothed monster. 

The situation of Heidelberg is beautiful ; the small 
town is extended at the foot of the hilb on the left 



L)ji.:...y Google 



BBIDBLBBRO. 113 

bank of the Neckar. Thi» sweet little river flowi into 
dfe Rhine at Manheim, a pretty, reguloi-t little city, M 
■11 trarellen report, aud not wanting in objects of iit- 
terest ; I would gladly have seen it, had the old Mlow 
who carries the *' two-handed engine " permitted me ; 
but, however, I thank the veuereble •cytbe-bearer for 
bis tavoursi in allowing me to behold the revered father 
Rhine, wboee rapid coufse is perhaps as ancient, cer- 
tainly as uaintemipted, as his own. I think Heidel- 
berg must be a vny warm place ; this day was oppres- 
nvely hot, peculiarly close, stewing, and overpowering. 

After dinner 1 walked with some agreeable persons 
to the castle, a noble and extensive ruin, well seated on 
« hill, and commanding the lovely valley. 

We of course visited the tun, a curiousressel, of ex- 
traordinary magnitude and capacity ; the altitude, 
or length, for it stauds upon the end, was s1;ated to be 
thirty-three feet ; the diameter of the base, or end, 
twenty-four feet: on certain occasions they used to 
dance upon the upper end: I presume that any kind of 
quadrille might be executed with ease, and in its ut- 
most perfectioD, if the perfbrmers were duly qualified, 
in a circle twenty-four feet in diameter. I pleased my 
&ncy by placing in idea some of my friends, who are 
exqiiisite in the great art of dancing, upon this BinguUr 
floor, and by attempting to imagine the profound me- 
lancholy that would reign in their looks, under ttie 
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bcttTT retponsibilitia) vf nich « utualton, ifherc a vait 
nputation is dependeDt upon the tine aiKl place of a 
Uttle Wp I find where «ach step b<ii^ the fmrty Bcam 
to the temple of fame, <» removta lam hfthet froo it. 
I did not tmderetutd whether there was mj wiwe in tht 
tunattbatliaiet if tiMrew«e,lc^ not tMteit,nocdi<l 
Jask; thaC^aa not my buMneu : beiog in compaay 
with tw^^eiman profeMora, I bad not tbe pTCBtiniptiod 
to arrogate to mysdi the office of epokesman coocemiiig 
wine. The garden aad grounds of the castle are open 
to the puUic ; tbejr are spacious and beaatifdh 

We walked in tbe rain te a sort of tea^arden, about 
two milee Aitanti and regaled ouradres with wine aud 
Seltzer water in the opes Wooden gallery of a. hooK) 
built in the Swiss &ihion. 

This . country is no douht cheaper than EagloiKl ; 
but the great differoice in espenie is to be traced to 
the difieienti and more simple habits of life. It would 
be a great source of happiness to the upper cbstea, if 
they might walk on a Sunday evening to the Load of 
Hay on tbe {binpstead road, in a party of four, r&< 
Iresh themselves with porter, and pay oght^pence* in 
all, for the entertainment. A century ago pet^le 
used to do these tilings ; but of late we have growuM 
bauefully genteel, that all cheap and facile recreatiana 
are proscribed as vulgar : this word gentility cuts up 
many simple pleasures, and gives nodiing good in ex-> 
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dnnge. Aa ■ mucuMrt tltet k no* Mproww—y V 
«i^f ed by the maH tndcseMBr or by tfae iimhwiMi,. 
M wflli w by tkc mm (tf •apenar rank ; it w fiir tbit 
m^ mK» tb* mope vafanUc^ becMwe k is the dmm 
gwunl ; but, if tbe waaA of m^ t^«j» aoj plflMurct 
wbioh the ouchMiic o^syi, at psfforan ujr valmtaiT- 
•od dupenaaUe wit ID cnnKtmi with Mm, b»baeonei, 
by-tlMlfiwanC gmfattty, jp«» ,/be*e » mechanic The 
NEiemtioBa of a me» of the leaet pteteMi«D most 
iherefai e beTeiyaoetly, a»d copia qamtl y ef veiy law 
oec«n«Dce, for gMM expe Mo e an be innncd hat 
■ddam. In Eaghw^ womea «fe Bev«« «BfibreK by 
this perniciouB doctiine; they need divacaiow mon 
thMt HMB, by TiMin of the gvnter monotaiiiy aad irk- 
i m e B CM «f their ordjnaiy acci^attiBaB ; b«t m th«f 
anitiU more the d«T«»af luhMK* «nd aabjcctadto 
Um lawt-otf gentUy, ilMy aie only afiowod to^ pttrt>- 
eipete ia amMcmiaiti ft* on «BonBMiB expe«M^ ancl, 
^ it were, en gr*>tde temutt aad an excluded from 
maky pteaeare* '* liLcb meoacv iMl penattted to ntan, 
aa baag ton cheap, too eaty:, tai by con wLqt nce too 
Tulgar. What isakes tbw cruelty :th« grealKF is, that 
tiwra •• a col&m moekeiy abovt it : the privatioii i» 
isMicted uader the pretence of [mdifwaa respeet. 

An £h>p might illuvtnte tbift injwj in » &hle : he 
Bught Mpveo^t a mao wfaa «raa c« »[ >«Mn d to periA 
auMmbtf through exceenre wonhi|i and ho^^e* 
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When about to ntiflfr )us hunger, his bread ii taken 
from him, because, being made of c«a grown upon 
the earth, it is not good enough for a cdestial nature ; 
meat is in like mmaavi prohibited : wine nill be allowed, 
when a cup formed of a ungle diamond shall be found, 
for that alone were worthy to touch such lips: no house 
of wood, or of stone, deserves a presence so august ; 
what bed ckn recdve euch mere majesty i clothes 
made of the skin, or wool of base animals, or of pe- 
lidiable plants, would be a pollution ; and the fire 
would BuUy by its unseemly smolce. Thus, a man 
might die of adoration, and its auxiliaries — hunger, 
diint, and cold. 

It laiaed much in going to the Swiss public-house, 
and more as we returned, and a young lady was one of 
our party, but we were all four merry and contented. 
When the rest of the party speak alaoguage which you 
understand bathttle, you feel likeaperson who is walk- 
ing late in the evening in the dark, when it is almost 
dark ; you comprebend something of what is said, more 
or less, but nothing clearly ; nothing is distinct ; you 
make straiige and frequent mistakesy and Bometizne* 
you know where you are. 1 know that it is difficult 
to learn any language accurately and critically ; and 1 
believe that it is not easy to read German writers, be- 
cause they sometimes affect obscurity, and because the 
muses, when they give large literary g^fU to this nation. 
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often withhold perspicuity; but I cannot diink that it 
i« not easy far an Engliihmwi to pick up in the coun- 
try enoagh of the language to coDvene with tolerable 
fluency. I was strongly recommraMled to read a little 
essay, "Devi Musices secundum PbttoDem," by Dui^ 
tes, (I am by no means sure that I spell his name 
rightly,) profewoT of juriipmdence at Amsterdam. 
I am disposed to believe that it is worth looking at, 
and will endeavour to see it. 

MoHDAT, AtreusT 2$. — 1 went at nine this moroit^ 
to bear a lecture on palieol^^, by Professor Krentzer, 
-the author of a work on mytholt^yi of high reputa- 
tion in Germany. The school is a rude, roagb place ; 
the old professor's delivery waa bad and ungraceful, 
•but he seemed to be much in earnest ; the lecture was 
'in German ; I did not undervtaud enough of it to be 
able to judge of its merits ; others, wbo knew the lan- 
guage perfectly, admired the learning and genius of the 
lecturer. As the vacation was at huid, there were only 
.twenty-three students present) who were veiy attentive, 
and all took notes : when an unnsual word occurred, as 
•' protopUumata," the professor tamed round, and 
.wrote it with a piece. of chalk upon a Uack board, 
suspended on the wall behind him for that purpose. 

We visited the public library, which contains a lai^ 
collection of good books, aitd nine hundred m»n«~ 



c.y Google 



lie 

Kitptt ; tbe latter had been tekm to the Vstkan libnuy, 

but had been rMorad: ««iae were Gi«ek and welt- 
writAe^ tke rest were dflfflyGenBR*; laany rdqp^*'* 
w«f4u aad laaaf aocM»t poem of eUvabyi abant 
Kiag Artbvr, Lmcebtt of the lA^ wA avcfa 
wordiiea. The pnacipd bbnM^ who atMwed them 
mth srach {MttieaoeiMd polttmeai) ht* vrttteB a ia^ 
work on the sortherq Mf tholagy : } could nat catch 
bis name exactly i it soanded like Homy , The 
buildings of tt^uairenity are extiemely old, shabby, 



The day Haa vcqr hot, b«t Ism <^pt«Mire than ye»- 
terday i 4h« evaiuKg^ ijiowcfy. I paid another nsit to 
the cnHAm, aod walked «o ^m oppoate baak of the 
Neclno whtoe I aair amme 6»c blodw ol gnuitCk and 
faoadtwe men MdKhMul; babanaint;; ooe was aimed 
witb AeVansla* DtUenaMwi, as Linueui calls the 
tia case, or box, bo meceuuy to the botanist, ia 
Mder to kt»p kia spechnem trtA aw] unfaded, from 
itainv^ttor DiBcatoa, wbaee bot^aed j^ry is gnat; 
Iwriag teat Ins OMDte, oat only to tiw tcswI, but to a 
gemn of frfinta, caUed aAn hun DiUenia. 

i CavNd oB my retnm one of my Gcnnaa frieadi, 
who had uaed gisat dii^eoce in seeking ksvwiedgc, if 
not w fiwUiff it{ he had •ttend«d in the oowse of (he 
dHf BD leas than five letrtaras, mI had been eminently 
4riight«d««thPtwtee, pKofessw of theology, agraot 
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tlmlogHikl ounet Bad tfatft o# 0Be«f the cftriiest pR» 
feaucs: hit lecteK on «cc>e8iB8ti<ttl biat<»7 iras m 
tafstical, that he cotdd not etw teH me te 'wbat hge, 
«r oentuiy, it iras rappMcd t« relate. I fepettted faar- 
in^ uked » qacBtion that tended to pat lun ont of 
conceit with the lectare ; what mutter a few ceatnriei 
in a lutoiyi If it pleaatd Mat to OMMens^ate the 
nisty diatanoe, that wea eoough. 

TtJBBftAT, AotfiST aa. — The voitoiier promieed t» 
eall at ux, but be did net make his appeanuice till 
Mvea ; I then got into a commodious open carriage, 
in which thfefi Msdcuta were dready Mated ; and we 
were di«wn slowly by two beraear tiirough an «gre»- 
^)lc country) to a very small and poor town called 
Wieriod), where alt pMties biltod ; the horses receiv- 
ed hay and bread ; we had wHoe tolerably ripe grapes. 

At noon we came to Bmchsal, and found a plen- 
tiful' tUnoer st the table d'hote. It is a neat town, 
widi a palace : tins was a fuTi-day ; the jrface was fiill 
of Toetics with dieerful happy facet; the crowd was 
so gi%tit that we had aome difficulty in making ourway 
tlirottgh the nymphs and swaitu at two o'dock, when 
we HgMn oemraenced our jourofr^. 

My eoapuuoDS were PruaaMis ftotn Beriin, but 
they were then studying at Bonn ; tfiey were going to 
Straiburg, and pcehaps to Switaerhind. One spoke 
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a little French, anotber coQversed iluently enough in 
Latin ; they were civil) when they Buppoied that I was 
French, and spoke to me lu FrancogaHus ; but they 
became much more kind and cordial when they weve 
told tliat 1 was not a French cock but an fnglith 
bird. 

We arriYBd at Carlsruhe at five. I walked all over 
the town ; it is a pretty little place ; the streets clean, 
neat, and regular; a perfect paradise of walks and 
gardens; the *>ery metropolis of the fwfies; full of 
shrubberies, bowers, temples, flowers ; just such a 
spot as would please a lady devoted to the cultivation 
of geraniums, and addicted to exotics; such as she 
would make were she an absolute queen. The botan- 
ical garden is large and excellent; the green-houses, 
spacious, with many rare plants; the garden-gates, as 
they ought always to be, thrown wide open. 

All who wish to see soldiers in perfection should 
visit small states ; where they can only have a few, they 
make them a* smart as possible. A prince, who can 
only raise one man, when others keep on foot three 
repments, js of course obliged to make that man wear 
the feathers and finery of three regiments. I mO. a 
person in the botanical garden in this situation ; he 
had so many green feathers in his hat, that it seemed 
as if all the feathers of all the green parrots since the 
creation of the world had been suffered to accumulata 
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at componnd intereBt, and had been heaped upon 
his bead, that grim-vigaged war might appear to «it 
npoD his castor. There is a good collection of pi<v 
tnres ; and tbe architecture of tbe theatre is admired r 
but as I had not time for all, I pt«fen«d Keiog; other 
things. 

Wbdnbsdit, AcGnsfSl. — I got up at three in 
the moniing, but the lazy voiturier did not come until 
nx. My companioaB were a tallcatire Frenchman, and 
a natire of Lausanne and his sister. The ttro Swiss 
had been in the service of a nobleman in Conriand, 
near Dantzic; they gave but an uncomfortable ac- 
count of theconntry. The clittiate had injured the 
health of bothi eapedally of the female : the once 
ruddy, apple-faced Swiss girl retained nothing of her 
native complexion except a few freckles. The coun- 
try was pleasant and tet^\e. 

At Rastadt we visited the castle, or palace ; the rooms 
are numerous and laige, but dull and ill-furnisbed, 
with many bad pictures. All truvellers affirm, with 
one accord, that Baden is a charming spot ; that much 
amusement, good society, and excellent accommoda- 
tiona are to be fonnd there at a remarkably cheap rate ; 
thatthe country is »o lovely and bo varied, the stranger 
takes a walk on the first day, and declares it ia the 
most beautiful walk he ever took ; oii the morrow be 
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Bskes an escmwm in « difikngat Aiectian, fotkiwed 
bf the like il<i« luiitiiMi. and that every day for a omiA 
be nay tain a mw and bnst^ri walk. Can Harisw 
or Dorking csoecd thii ? I vu aarry to ^mm so near 
Baden wkbout aeeing it; but the b&er of Jnna'a ho*, 
band. Daddy Time, enrioutly denied me that plea^ 

We reached UIhi a simdl villagct at oBe oM»ek, 
aod diced in a litde po t- Aoa ae »cy ce«irfMl«bly. After 
diaaer «« ooBtiiiued om joaraey, and widieut neetinf 
anytluBginbireRtiBg, wearnwdatKcblatsewn. The 
fVeaehmaB, although be lived «t Stiaabnngv did not 
know the time of cloaing the gate», bnt faocied it vsi 
at eight. The roiturier attempted tu cbcBt me in 
cbangiog a Napoleon, «»d I resisted hiai, in tbe piidtt 
of our hurry to get to Stiaaburg. We walked with 
great f uiy over the bridge of boala, in the dread of being 
too late, and of having to retom to Kehl. We were 
atopped several titaes by cttstom-Jiouse officers, for 
paaaports and tuUa ; all were very dvil. When we 
i«aohed Strasbnr^, we learned that tim usual hour •( 
luoe was the time of clonng tbe gates. 

The Freachman was very civil, and showed ne tbe 
way ta tbe inn; it was im|>osHble to be angry witb 
him for baring caused me so much hurry simI anxietr. 
I thought the greets were, if possible, worae paved 
tlian thoM of Cologne. The St. Etprit (tbe Hoi; 
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Ghcwt it a most mliiwidiuiiy aiipi (or an imi) ia ntai- 
at«d Ml the bBafe* of the III. which Bow dinMgh tin 
town. The quays are the Doly open apace ; and if Dot 
iMBdsomei «re at hmtt cidtduB. It m a 4l*U «M h«DK, 
and tite people we dvil. 

Whilst I was lalung cafce, a» En^iahman, die onlf 
pectfin in the sdoon, wa* «t supper ; we fell into co»- 
iwrsatioB, oad 1 aoon diicoTered that ha waa the atitlior 
•fsnmeworics which I had tead with plettcurej autboit 
aD veually belx«f thcnidrea ■■ c!aBv*iwtioDt that I 
«atnot bdp m^inag the >«tber «f the Lattcra «f 
JuHtfts tar DMiceahng bnnself to cActnuUf . 

TmsaoxT, S£prai^A l — A fine siimiing for 
aportneo ; I roae nriy, bat not ta kill game. I had 
hand the boantif ul chunjh ipeak to me M¥er^ tknes 
Ae preceding eveaiag't and duiing the night it had 
iKfonned a*t of the Ispae «f time ; ray desire to aea it 
woa ^ntif and iftar breakfiut I gntified it. My com> 
fomcB Mill retasnad a yoaa^ heart, and believed that 
AeraiimoceploaBureiDposMMiantlMiiinaattcipatioiij 
he had stolen to takea peep st the cathedral before 
bmak&st. I bad aeea it at a distance fram ^k oppo- 
Mte bank of the Rhine, naing najeitiGdly above the 
pleia ; I' now saw it finH a market, and afterwarda 
ftom a atmet, and mas uuc& awed and delisted. We 
though that it aeanedBCNiewhiitstHBtcd, lov<lr> hut 
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not perfect, and inferior to Antwerp. I bUnied the 
architect for filling up the space between the two 
towers. 

We entered the cathedral ; it was full of people. 
There was a communion of the clergy; the organ was 
playing solemnly, and the bishop was performing many 
ceremonies. The bishop and most of the clergy were 
French, and had the lively French look, which wia 
ill suited to the sorrowful mummeries that they were 
acting. The windows are filled with fine, old, dark, 
deeply stained glass ; but, in other respects, the orna- 
ments of the church are not handsome. After walking 
about the aisles some time, we Bscended the tower by 
numerous steps. At the top of the tower is a platform 
and a house, in which the person who has the care of 
-this part of the church resides. Many names, chiefly 
German, with some English, are carved upon tbewalla; 
we were solicited to add our own, but we declined ; we 
wrote tliem in a book, in which, as a great treat, that of 
theDukeofWellingtonwas showntous. Wetbenpro- 
ceeded to the top of one of the little towers or turrets, 
by a donble stiuroase ; they are light and airy, so as to 
make the descent sonaewhat transparent ; the view over 
:tbe dty and country is extremely remarkable. 

We visited a church containing a monument to 
.Marshal Saxe; it is made of bad veiny marble, but is 
otherwise handsome; there are in the same church three 
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simple and el^ant moniimeDts of profeaeon of the 
oniveruty. I called upon Professor SchwdghauMTi 
as a mark of my respect for the learned editor of Po- 
lybius, at a crazy old bouse in a court ; as he was in 
the country, I Ind not the pleasure of seeiug him ; but 
I experienced much civility from his son, who is alsos 
professor. I obtained admission into the mnseum at 
the academy with difficulty) and after some delay ; the 
good priests, who are always foes to knowledge, would 
have made their communion an excuse to exclude 
Cnnouft persons, but I would not be denied. Because 
you are virtuous, are there to be no cakes and ale i 
because you are superstitious, .am I to be ignorant ? 

The museum of anatomy is excellent, and contains 
many good preparations of all sorts ; some of them 
seem a little rough, but no doubt they are good. It 
is rich in monstrous productions ; amongst other mon- 
itroHties, they showed me a double hnman uterus, one 
nde of which had been fruitful. There is a vast as- 
aembli^ of diseased parts of .the body ; the contem- 
plation of schirrous, cancerous, and otherwise morbid 
members, is salutary ; but it is c^stressing to behold 
the enormous mass of miserable and unnecessary suf- 

We diued at the table d'Ji^te ut five, an inconve- 
ideiit hour here, as it does not accord with the manneo 
of the continent; and especially of Strasbmrg r the Al- 
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c ray enriy. AAtr dbuMrwmOkad to the 
t gjudeB, whtcb ■ ^uH, andr bj' fi«q«flnt 
gwnng> haeamitmmaamfnA of the qMT«; it gMM u]mb 
you prodigiwusty, and being- leen Snti vanoi» p <M ta , 
o&iB contiiuiailj' nem tiad vaned bwalicfc I at tawt 
gwreit tW prefeTCBce to Antirarp» and ww pcr&ctij 
chanacd witb it. 

Tho tbeaitre of Straabnrg a IwnJbame and vctU 
bglitsd : it ma thiiily ^traded, ud tiiitAj hf mi&tmrj i 
tk peribtmaace was in Frenck it was impMMble not 
to compare the French muicwith t^ Gamaai, to tba 
great diaadraDtBgeof the former, 

- We wished to see the spire by moaoiigbt, bvt this 
ni^t Ae moon was not high eitoagh t« d» il jnatice. 
The oBcec of pi^ec made some difiealty obout my 
puspovt) I sMppaa c to extcvt Bianqr; bnt ioriUnd of 
fiMKS, I gaie the little afw thmts^ whidi' Mada Inn 
saegn^daapaAi^;— a bad govemrneat never fiulvtai 
Boake its oSeers bad also. 

Fmnkt,SwPVBUMBM it— fiaybanajecanccitMi SA- 
laais all over the world, ercs io France I went t!» gel 
lay hail cut; and in the course of that gsent woi^ the 
barber remarked several times :~—" Sir, yon have had 
yaorhairreiyiUcut." To avoid disewasJon. particnhriy 
an a anbject which 1 caa never hope to nndtntaiid, i 
aiicnttd. H « we n t on; "Sir, yoK have had yaorhaif 
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I nM, ■fWr*:piMM, "KtMoKoib" llin InnV mniiiMJ 
to any, then it ii no wonder that your .hMd.ia.ane)ia 
■tnagB figsn. Afke> some tiiMt he u k a d : "Are 
jrougmog', lir, to ntnm mmb. to Mbmmt ? " "Ymi 
vary aoeo," I answ«nd. **Dd ^ou m«ui to nouin 
at Mmgow, sir? " •• Sane yetra." He Mid no bom, 
but liairad me with pity. m> if he thought— "Pwm- 
Mut, hcMloat; natUDg cwi nve hiia; he will pr»b» 
ably BcvoT faftTe faw hair out ptoperiy agvu 1 " Ihn« 
DO doubt that the nan of comltt wilt say^to hia ctmt»- 
BMn aad chenti.; "It iaa shocking thisgi limmtrrj 
tai hia : it makes me quite nidanchcly ; I decian I 
do not hke to ttnnk of it.— poor fellow ! I cut a gefi> 
tleman'a hair l^ia monung- far the laat time. He wai 
aatoot, healthy bwkiif;* man; bMthewiU ne*«r ban 
his hur cut agaiK-^poor fidlow 1 " "What is tha naak 
ter? how! was begrai^ to die?" "Noinr," with a 
sigh, "itwonMbewdlJbrhii>rif:hewa 



As we ibwKi tiiot w« bad paid note than . tha just 
price to fonoer voitunn*, we did Bat vantufc to giM 
in this iMtaoce whrt whs asked ; tha maiii however, 
stuck to hia price and hdd out,, aad we waiia dsbyed. 
In gcnng about the town to seek for a more reasonable 
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pereoDi we met with no other than the father of the 
young nuui with whom we were bai^ning ; after Buch 
a'TidiculouB iailure, and some more fmitless attempts, 
we gave in, and left Strasbui^ somewhat late, at 
eleven o'clock. 

We re-croaaed the Rhine to Kehl, and proceeded 
slowly but pleamntly : two peraons in an open carriage, 
drawn by two borae«, over a flat, but fine conntry ; 
the mountains on our left, the Rhine on our right. 
Tite costume of the women was ronarkable and pleas- 
ing ; they all wore a large straw bonnet with five or six 
black wonted tufts. They were employed in beating 
hemp, so that the country was one great bridewell. 
I was continually reminded of one of Hogarth's eo- 
gravingS) which is, I think, in the set called tbeHarlot's 
Progress : at every house, in every village, all were 
beating hemp— men, women, and even children. It is 
hard, and perhaps dist^ireeable work ; but th^ seemed 
to labour with good heart, and to be well fed ; as a 
means of procuring a good appetite, and for the culti- 
vation of thirst, it must be excellent. 

We dined well at the town of Kippenheim, in a 
curious cJd bouse : the day was very hot, but the 
country was full of beauty and interest. We pawed 
the night at Emmendingen, a neat little town, and 
rapped well at a good, neat, clean, well-painted inn. 
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Satvkdat, Septbubeb 3. — We continued to pou 
thrangh a aneet couotiy, and gradually to eppro&ch 
the lull*. Webreak^ted at an excellent inn in Frey- 
burg, a nice old town in a. most lovdy ntuatiou : we 
were regaled with all sorts of good things and with 
fine fmit; the opplee were the most beautiful I ever 
saw ; Ihey were a sLudy for ft painCer; and explained, 
and almost excused, the temptation and the weakness 
of Eve. The streets are good, and were filled chiefly 
with womad ; it was market-day— the market was so 
crowded that we could lutrdly make our way through 
it; we saw am.ay good-looking girls, with fine figures 
tad nioet agreeable countenances. 

l^e exterior of the cathedral ia striking; the spire 
beaatiFuI, the Ughtest and most airy structure I ever 
beheld. The intenor is handsome, and darkened by 
nch stained glass in great plenty. The dtar-piece, 
the Aaanmption of theVii^n, by Holbein, is a curious 
and highly-finished picture. We ascended the tower, 
and came to a platform, covered, or rather shaded by 
a sort of stone Lird-cage, a polygonal lantern of open 
work, surmounted 1^ a fine extingnisfaer, or pyramid, 
of tiK same material. It is somewhat rough, and hftd 
beoi polluted by the jackdaws; if it were executed in 
vdiite marble, with b mosaic pavement, and nnp<Jluted, 
it would be a plac6 into which angelsand winged genii 
would fly and rest themselves. We next ascended to the 
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top ofthelaDternbyanopenstfUKase; there is a galleiy 
at the top of this, at the foot of the epiret from nlucb 
the riew ia magical ; the countiy ib a perfect paradise ; 
the folda of the mountaina are beanti^l, fiue vineyards 
and fruit-trees on all ndei ; it must be a most de«irable 
spot for a short retirement, with books, and tbe best 
and smallest society. 

We quitted Freybni^ with r^ret, and journeyed 
on through the famous Hcellenthal, or Valley of Hell : 
it does not merit that title, or the description of gloomy. 
It is. a beaatiful rocky pass; a sweet rivat^t flows at 
tlie bottom, shaded by pines and by other trees. To 
an Englishman it is cheerful; but foiragnera account 
hills as sorrowful. I have heard many speak thus of 
a hilly country ; and a lady at Heidelberg told me, die 
could not bear to look at the hills from the window of 
her bed-room, because they made her melancholy. 
The couDtry-people were all engaged with the second 
hay harvest ; the meadows are well irrigated. 

We dined at a pretty Swiss-built bouse, at a place 
called Capelle ; there is a little chapel close to the inn ; 
the dinner was good, the wine good, and the situation 
lovely-—^ delightful hermitage. We passed a pleasant 
Uttle lake called Titi See ; and near it, in a pine-furest, 
I observed, for the first time, the young pines sprin^ng 
up from the old stools : I saw on all sides of the road 
vast quantities of the colchicum autumnale. the mea^ 
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daw aB#rtm. We "[mased tl« mglit at an indifferent 
inn in a Hnall Tillage ; ne atipped aoumgct the com- 
moa peapte in ft common room, and found no reason 
t« prme Hk fere or the aceoitilooilstioDi There were 
sereral prints in tbe room ; one was rettwrkldile ; it nac 
intended no dotabt to erdte the Greeks agunst the 
Tarka^ — it represented a Twl; nttin^ under a tree, 
qaietly stnoking his pipe and taking hig coffee ; ser»8l 
Greek dMldren were hang:ing on the tree over bia head, 
and his attcttddnts were badly employed in tying up 
othera, whowefesuppHcatuigbim in vaiiu 

9tr«DAr, 9EpTBHBE» 4.-^We rase at five. As the 
chifrch v/as dp«n we looked in ; it was ne«t with varioui 
decorations : in the church-y»d were graves and iron 
rods BHppnrtitig ornaments and inscriptions. The 
morning was cold, the road bad ; we stopped to break- 
iaat at an inn as rude as that at whicii we liad passed 
the night : the peBseote and thdr wives were drinking 
wine and feediog in tbe room ; it was adoraed with 
pictares of sainta, which were executed on the ceiting, 
and the instruments of martyrdora were suspended near 
tiicm. Beaide the pictureof St. Vitne, St. Vita, or St. 
Vitom, (Origen was of tbe third gender,} was exhibited 
in a gla8»-case, a large pair of scissors, i know not 
how the seissora are connected with the young Sicilian - 
martyr, as the muiner of has martyrdom is unknown ; 
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or why lui barbarous name is ^^Fen to tbe species of 
convulsioq call^ St. Vitus's Dance, Chorea Soncti 
Vid. We are informed only that be was brought up a 
Christian Ly faia nuree Crescenda, herself of course s 
Qurtyr : that Ins father, a Fagaa, with the Greek and 
poetic name of Hylas, denounced his son, then twelve 
years old, to Valerian, the ^remor of Sidly, who 
whipped the youth ; hut finding him incbrrigible, to 
obhge his &ther be put him to death on the 14th day 
of June, at the conmiencement of tbe fourtji century, 
according to the absurd legends of the nmrtyrolo^sts. 

We saw in the inu a woman with a most splendid 
cap ; and we met a foneral followed by a great crowd 
of persons, first men and then women, chaunting a 
drowsy, monotonous psalm. 

Sttihlingea is a little, dull, old town, with an old 
castle, situated ou a height ; at the foot flows r pretty 
little river, the Wutach : we dined here comfortably, 
and our wretched horses at last dragged as to Schaff- 
hausen. We were struck by the green colour of tbe 
Rhiue, by the fine utuarion, and by the andent gate- 
ways, streets, and toners of this dty, as we drove to 
our Inn, La Couronne. 

We did not keep our curiosity long in suspense, but 
walked across the bridge to the castle, a handsome 
circular tower, and round the town ; we then rested 
ourselves, and sat for some time on a wall, in silent 
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neditation and admiration of the beauty of the Rhine, 
as it rnahes witli it» green transparetit natere amcxigst 
rocks, through a narrow passaget down a small decli- 
vity. It Sowed thus m the time of the Romans, and 
long before the Roman wolf was wbdped ; it will flow 
«>n, whether the great interests of mankind are attended 
to or neglected— whether individuals prosper or perish. 
All the persons you meet here bow to you— 4t is as 
fetigning as being a general officer amongst soldiers ; 
and all the girls wish yon a good evening or moroing, 
with a modest freedom. 

A gallowst sufficiently large to liang comfortably a 
whole jdlfiil of criminals at oncct which we had passed 
at the distance of half a leagae irom the town, stands 
upon a hill in a ntuatioa so elevated, and unfortu- 
nately so cons[Hcuoas, that it is viable every where : 
the eye does not easily reconcile itself to an object 
witli which ideas so painful and d^radii^ are neces- 
sarily associated. Itwouldbemost desirable to remove 
this foul blot on the feir face of Nature ; and whenever 
aD occauon ofiera, to accommodate a wrong^ieer by 
erecting a temporary convenience to answer his private 
ends, and for his sole use. 

It b^an to rain ; we went home to a good supper; 
and after mutually. exciting each other's curiosity re- 
specting the Falls of the RMue, which we were to vint 
on the morrow, we retired to bed. I tbank^ tbe 
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Destinies that I was at last in Switserlnp^t aod only a 
few days later thiui I had proposed. 

Monday, Sbpteubeb 5. — We agreed witl) a voi- 
tuiier, who viuted us whilst we were in bed : it seemed 
to US that the piices, though dear, are fixed) or nearly 
BO, which we esteemed a great blessing. After break- 
fort we mounted a convenient carriage drawn by one 
horae onlyt but be bod more strength than both those 
which hud brought ua from Strasburg. 

At Lauffen we saw the IthinE^ as it were, preparing 
&r bis ^ ; tl^n from the pavilion we looked down 
upon him felling. Tbespray isblownuptothewindow, 
and ^^rinkLed as even before we reached it. It must be 
difficult for a person m>t aeouatonied toanow to believe 
that it is water;- it is stiU more difficult to concave 
that this foam is indeed wstec To the eye no&ii)g 
Oftu be more dissimilar ; it aeen«s that there is afipV 
thrown up with imntsuse force from below, and iea^Tfi, 
and steam, andthesmoke of aUmeirkiiD; whilst burst- 
ing throiigh tboD, are rainbows, coatinually Ediifting, 
vanishing, and le^ppeaiing. We went below* and 
there, from a frail, dripping scafiold, Father iUune is 
^en in all Ifis terrors; beautifnl with die ^pearaace 
•fdauger— rthat is to say, snblima. The spray oomes 
dashing ova you.-~the watec&U is like alien, spfingnig 
uponi you; you see undec him, into, his beard, asd 
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unoDgat the folds of his mane. To view the cascade 
alone, in the late evemn^, or at night, irom a «toiie 
staircase with an iron railiug, (sot as Ht present, front 
ugljr wooden planka,) undisturbed by the thoughts of 
bow much muat I give so as not to offer too little; imd 
yet not to raise the prices ; uninterrupted by persons 
hailing the boat to carry you across, and by the va- 
rious interpellations incident to a well-organized abow- 
place, would be indeed affecting. 
. During the first viut to the Falls of tlie ^ine, all 
things tliat would divert the attention, whether serious 
or comic, dis^ilease i otberwiee we should have been 
amnsed by a ^reat bold girl, the priestess of the place, 
who was directing her initiative endeavours against a 
young gardener, some seven years younger than herself; 
the bnxom luerophant showed no want of holy zeal, 
bat the gawky neophyte was evidently de&cient in that 
courage so iotUepensably necessary in those who sought 
to be initiated into the Eleueiuian mysteries. 

We crossed the river and viewed the Falls from the 
opposite ^e and in the camera obscura. The monng 
picture was remarkable; but either the state of the 
light was unfavourably or a painter who coloured aa 
juture colours in die camera obscuia, would not be 
admired. 

We traversed a pleasant country, like England, and 
very green meadows, which are purchased, as wdl as 
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the BtresmB and sweet fountuaa, and the inexhaustible 
plenty of continually flowing waters, at a high price — 
EsiDi almost perpetual. The traveller p^c^ves, from 
the frequent use of liquid manure, that he has entered 
Switzerlanrl. The Swiss religioiuly preserve every 
drop of manure ; they convey it to ihc fields in water- 
carts, from which they fill pails, and men and women 
carry two of them on a yoke, like the milkwomen in 
London ) these pails have a spout re8em!>ling' a gar- 
dener's watering-pot ; when they transplant cabbages, 
or other v^etublesi they bestow upon them their por- 
tion of the fertilizing fluid, whidi they also apply, I 
beUeve, at other seasons. It is only in Chiua, as we 
read, that the economy of manure is carried to its 
utmost extent and perfection. The Swiss are thrifiy 
and sedulous in this important brancli of husbandry : 
in England we are remarkably negligent ; I am in- 
formed by a skilful master of the arts of farming, that 
we do not pay to the most just earth more tiian ten 
shillings in the pound of the debts we owe io ,ber. 
That the " justisMma tellus " is defrauded of full one- 
half of the manure that accrues in England, and that 
might with proper man^ement be applied to it. How 
mtmy quarters of corn, how many tuns of hay, are 
annually drained into the Thames at London ? We 
crossed the Thnr at a vilt^e by a coveted wooden 
bridge ; the roof protects the bridge, and may have 
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Other advantages ; but it is oot &ir, when the tourist ti 
upou the bridge, that he should becheated of the view 
of the strenm below. Wc dined well at: Winterthurj 
and examined the town, but found nothiag remarkable. 

A target in the foaa reminded us of the Swiss rifle, 
the natnnd defeuce of a free country. What inTsding 
enny can subnst in a land where the iDhalutaDts are 
skilled in the use of this weapoa, and hare the courage 
and patriotiamtopersevere in picking off the invailers? 
We walked out of the town; I sawinagarden u single 
white dahlia, amongst others of more common colouis : 
it reminded me vividly of home, for it was only there 
that I had seeii such a Sower. The afternoon was very 
hot) but we continued our walk to Sreite: when we had 
ascended the bill, a cold sharp wind blew upon u^— 
such a wiud striking on the body when much heated, 
seems like deati] in person. Our carriage overtook ns 
at the top of the hill; we resumed our seats, and passed 
some pleasant villages, and a stream, which rises in a 
little lake, and 'flows into the Rhine, by one of the 
jealous, envious, covered bridges. 

It was already dark, and had begun to rain wbea 
we entered Zurich. Th^ asked for our passports at 
the gate, for we discovered at last what they wanted, 
although they gave them quite a diflerent name;, and 
they had actually placed two ra^ed dirty fellows at 
the gate with muskets. We told them to come to the 
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.inn. Soon after oar arrival at Le Corbeau, half tbe 
•tanding anny, or one of the two men, appeared and 
renewed hia demand; Me told him we would give him 
the passports if he could read, and were gettingabook 
to examioe him, when half the standing arniy acknow- 
ledged that he was no clerk ; we gave them to him 
for hia candonr, and all benefit of clei^: The pat- 
tering run, that fell all night, teemed to threaten that 
we should see but little of Switzerland. 

TuBSDAT, SsPTEMBERfi.—Thedaywas so showery, 
micty, and nn&vouraUe^ that we could only get im* 
perfect snatches and momaitary glimpses of the lake, 
and it disappointed me : it is a misfortune to be over- 
{Hwsed. One great fault of the English nation is the 
desiie to be over-right ; ttna iiiult shows itself much 
in tmvdling. At an inn, ibey discuss over and ont 
again, in the most tiresome manner, the next ^y's 
loute : 1 was driven out of doors by this kind of thbg, 
and notwithstanding the rain, walked about tbe town, 
wluch is old and quaint. The public walks are plea- 
sant, espetually one that leads to the conflaence of two 
protty little riiVers, one of which, the Limmst, flows 
nut of the lake ; tbe other, the Sill, comes fixun the 
lulls. 

After dxDoer we vi^ted the library -, the librarian is 
stupid ; the collection of books not very lai^ : there 
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b a garble buM of l^vater, whicb I thought s^ff md 
wooden, aod Bonie modds of Switzerland. We wen 
told of a maauscript of Quintilian. and we saw tfa« 
Codex Argenteus,.a cop; of thePBaUns in silver letter* 
Upon piirple paper or veUuni ; the nature of the sub- 
stance is said to be a great question ; to me it seemed 
to be vellum> because there were the boles which we 
find in tbat substance and in parchment, and the knpta 
and stpooth places, Uke the knots iu deal : it would be 
easy to settle the question at once by burning a morsel. 
4- inore interesting volume cputaias three Latin lett^ni 
from Lady Jane Grey to Bullinger ; they are wntte^ in 
4 large and njo^ Ic^Me baud ; one is in a^iewhat 
snOKller chatao^ers than the res^ and is therefore le«a 
aU^n fcom .the appeai^ice of a love-letter ; it was iiu- 
poBstl^e B9t to kiss the signature— ^oJ^ohmi Grain. 
The crosl-bow gf William Tell, in the ar»eq^, is also 
ipteresting: it is clumsy, aa arelikewi^ 4>e arrows: 
there Are some.curioua but coarse piecesuf old armour, 
v)d some 6oe bn>^ caQuops. 

W« climbod tfl a public i^lk on a hilU whence is » 
good TJeff of tiw lAk« and Of saen^-^icfarasqufi, 
lively, tod. diyersifipd, N<*edy widks on the pnblif 
walk inwy^^tJ■. thmugh dredd rfthe A«H-e; wasaiv 
Um, ha was lyi^ in trwt Wbea>e badbewtfaere 
%fffit 0ii»ute& hie. <9me up9n !us. We mods hinx teU 
Uia little about liw pJtwer—wbtffftGBsijner lived^wh«e 
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Lav&ter died : and he asked ua in retnra manf ques- 
tions. He was moat desirous to know three things ; 
first, Whether the houses iu Loudon are as high as at 
ZnaiA ?— Secondly, Whether they are as well whitened ? 
— ^And thirdly, Whether the English ever turn their old 
coats i Having satisfied tus cunonty in these particu- 
lars, we vifflted Lavatcr's church and parsonage. 

I met with a Swiss gentleman who was learned and 
well instructed in other matters, of winch I was a bet- 
ter judge ; and in political economy, according to his 
own account ; hut I anr not competent to estimate his 
attmnments in this science: heespounded tomeinthe 
course of a walk his peculiar notions, and explained 
capital, consumption, value, and some other important 
matters ; but he used so frequenUy cerbun little quali- 
fying words, such as natural, sufficient, reasonable, 
and the like, which liedid not expl^, that I was not 
much wiser for his instructions. He regretted that I 
did not understand Geraan, and that he spoke indif- 
feroit French, because German is the language of 
sdence, and be could make things much clearer in bis 
native tongue : he would perhaps have told me the 
meaning of natural, sufficient, and reasonable, in 
German. In many of his doctrines he sud that he 
differed froin M. Say, whom he apostrophized in a 
droll manner; whenever he expressed his dissent, taking 
off his hat, and saying, " Well, Monsieur Say, you 
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hold eo and §o ; I have the greatest respect for you. 
Monsieur S&y, but I think thus." Then, making a 
profound bow, he put on his hat and walked oa, ex- 
pounding as he went, 

. Zuricli has the great glory according to some, ac- 
cording to oiiiers the deep disgrace, of being the first 
town in Switzerland that separated from the Church 
of Home : it was converted) oi- misled, by the ail- 
ments of the minister of GlaruB, Ulric Zuingle. This 
small city has the unquestionable honour of having 
beei exceedingly fertile in men of learning and genius, 

Wednesday, Septbhbbb 7- — The morning was 
lovely ; at six we set out in an open carriage, with two 
stout horses, and passed through English lanes, and 
English scenery, crowned, however, by Swiss hills, 
clothed witli pines, to the foot of the Albis. We 
. walked up this steep hill. Whilst we were on the top 
tutd in descending, the sun illumined the woods, lakes, 
and valleys, the mountains and snowy Alps ; we ghded 
slowly down, gazing with wonder and delight. We 
reached a good inn at Zug, and being half starved, we 
were not sorry to be treated, in addition to the ordinary 
breakfast and extraordinary civility, with salmon and 
fruit. We vidted the church of St. Oswald ; the altar- 
piece, by Hannibal Caracci, is well coloured, and 
gracdul in attitudes, and possesses the great quality of 
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broidth ; for tit the entrance of the church, nhcn all 
the Otfier pictures veK lost in iDdiatincClMSBf this was 
ss pMa M when near at band : tbi sahjalt H the cob- 
reraon of St. Oswald. Why is our Saxon king of 
NorthambeflaDd known in a Swiss canton ? We saw 
another chorch near the convent of Capucinet: the 
churchward was full of stone troughs of holy wateri 
and iron crosses and ornaments instead of graVe-stooea,' 
so gilded and painted us to look like gingerbread at a 
ftjr; this is to rob death of its terrcrs, by placing a 
stick of lolj^p on the gisre. We visited also tta ftfd 
house] where is an antique apartmeut, pfunted with the 
history of William Tell's life; the pretty garden and 
orchard led us to iou^ioe scb^nea of living in it. 

At half-past twelre we embarked in a rudely bnilt 
but convenient boat, with three rowers, or paddlers, 
for they performed standing, one was a woman, on that 
lordy gem, that liquid emerald, the lake of Zug. The 
tall, bold mounting, love the stillj calm, quiet lakes, 
which reflect their forms, whilst they gaze wlUtmajesfic 
affection, and melt thai snows into a thousand rills, to 
nourish and sustain the objects of their r^ard ; so strict 
is the union between mountains and lakes, that it is 
punful to see them separated : a lake without a moan- 
tain is not a pure crystal lake, but a dull morass ; and 
we pity the lonely mount^n, which sits in sadness wi()^' 
ont its natural companion. When we were getting 
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into the boat, two ladies ocked to go aoee; wecoiiB«ntcd. 
They then asked ns to irait till they had dined; tbiswaa 
too mndi ; and U we were in a hnriy, we tberefoie went 
witJMut tbcm. 

At three we reached Artb and the top of the lake, 
and dined ; by the assiBtance* of a painfolly dril . 
wtuter, we sent our ba^age to Kutnacfat. We set 
out on footwitha guide at four, ondwdkedtoGoldau, 
the unhappy village that was deitroyed by the iall of 
a mountain : it is a scene of frightful miD in a lorely 
spot: immense blocks of stone are lying about; part 
of the mass has fallen into the ntnghbouring lake of 
Lauerz ; upon the other parts the people were mowing 
a little grass. 

We gazed anhile on this strange desolation; strat^^e 
because indulgent nature but seldom destroys a vill^;c> 
The nte of a town extirpated aitd blotted out by men 
in war attracts no viutersi the occurrence is unhappily 
too common. We then b^^ to ascend the Righi : 
as it was somewhat late, and asour young guide wished 
to display his alacrity, we walked fast: the ascent it 
steepi the evening was hot, the steps are rugged and 
broken ; I think I never perspired so much, or suffered 
so much from intolerable heat and latigue, as on this 
occasion. As we approached the summit it became 
daHc, and the cold mountaiu wind blew upon us glof>- 
ing with heat and bathed in perepiratton. We passed 
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the cftpnchin, who stood at the wiodow and wished us 
goodnight; and whenwevalked<)n> shut it>and seemed 
to vish us at the devil> We did uot ssceud to the 
Kulm, hut spent the night at the intermediate house. 
With difficulty we procured bed^roomfi, and were shown 
into a saloon full of smoke, of boya, and of etudeata. 
I wrapped mysdf up in my great-coat) to prevent ill 
consequraices, and the sudden condensation of such 
a great heat; andwesuppedi as people sup so many 
feet above the levd of the sea. I regret that I did not 
see the genius of the place, but I did not then know 
of the esisteace of such a bdng. 

TaoesDAY, September 8.— It was impossible to 
sleep, the people in the wooden house made so much 
Doise and shaking all night. Before day-break the 
guide came to say, tlial the morning wasfo^y, and 
that there was no use in getting up, and presently af- 
terwards he told me to rise immediately: I peeped 
from my window, and saw a sublime spectacle of 
alpine summits. We hastened to theKulni; no one, 
not even the most credulous, saw the sun rise this 
morning ; nothing could be discerned but f(^ and mist : 
after some time the sun began to illuminate a glacier ; 
the plains were covered with fogs, but tlie mountains 
were dear: it was a sublime effect. The wind blew 
cold ; we felt cold ; we retired and took a bad breakiast 



Dglizac^y Google 



THB RlflHl, 145 

in a cheerless inn : I thought the bed-roome were dirt^, 
and worse tl^n those at the bouse where we liad passed 
the night; I found in one the same old prints of the 
history of Joseph, which had been femilior to me when 

The sun had now acquired force, and dupdied the 
mists ; I am convinced that the middle of the dajr, 
and not the sun-rise, 4s the time to enjoy the panorania 
from the Righi — that a wiser man than myself, (one 
who is less bound iu the sliackles of authority, and 
who dares to swim against the streamt) instead of as- 
cending in the evening, paswDg the night miserably at 
a miserable inn, and taking the chance of a wet niom- 
ing, which is always conuderable, in which case he 
must return without senng any Uiing, or must pro- 
tract his misery to an indefinite extent— I met with a 
party who had waited four days at die top for fine 
weather-T— will walk up on a fine morning, spend two 
or three hours on the Kulm, when the light is strongest, 
and descend to dinner. We walked about the summit 
for an hour, and were much gratified with the novel 
and extraordiuary view, and then began to descend. 
The Guide-books said that there was to be on that day 
a great fite of the peasants on the Righi ; we saw 
nothing of the kind. The descent is beautiful, with 
rocks and trees, with the purple gentian and many 
mountwn flowers ; it was steep and long, and con- 
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Tinced MB that we bad not over-rated onr laboan tbe 
preceding night ; at last we came to the bottom, anA 
to Tell's chapel, which has nothing remarkable butthe 
nanoe of the hero, to whom it is dedicated. We met 
suddenly, at die tnni of a rock, in coming down, two 
beautiful cAuntry girb, in a peculiur costume ; here 
we found some nomea with a white-winged cap, that 
resembles a wUte butt»fiy. 

We continued our inarch to Kusnacht; it was a 
feaat, the Nativity of our Lady, and we naet many 
peasants in their holiday dreaeea. At the entrance of 
ttKtownwesawaprofisssed beauty seated at a window; 
she smiled gradously, but with the conscious dignity 
of a much-admired being. We entered a chapel, 
where skulls were piled up like a heap of tuTDtps; 
and a fine church, where we saw the elevation of the 
ho^i and listened to the joyous singing, aud to the 
triumphant bursts of the organ : it was filled with 
women (many of ihem were handsome) in every variety 
of costume, and in their gayest and best apparel, in 
ooDour of the birth-day of the Blessed Vii^n. The 
eighUi day of September is dedicated, throughout 
Christendom, to the memory of the Blessed Vi^n's 
Nativity, a concert of angds having been heard in the 
air to Bolemoize that day as her birth-day. We found 
a comely little inn ia the churcb-yard, comtnanding a 
view of the lovely lake, and inhaluted by pretly girls. 
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who received ns with remarkable Idndn^ and with 
BnescelleDt dinner : we quitted this charminff place 
with reluctance. 

We embarked in a boat with an impndent ftHam, 
who forced himaelf upon us, but whom we did not 
know bow to refiiie, and in three boura reached Lu> 
ceme. We were tired to death with oar exertionB on 
the Righi, but we contrived to walk about a little. 
There is a lai^ handsome cathedral) we found it open» 
bat we did not bear the organ, which is of • great size 
and is jamgus : the churcb-yord is lull of gilded ina 
rods, tlie monumoits of the country. "Every town 
has its peculiar charactaistic— Lucerne its long, ct^ 
vareA wooden bridges, with which it is almost ent- 
rounded. and they afford a commodious dry walk fix 
d]6 inhabitants; in the aaccessiTe tympana of which 
are painted— 4n one, scripture stories; in another, Swiss 
history, like the PcEcile at Atbens. on the walls of 
wUcb were painted the wars with the Pendans ; on . 
another bridge is a mwe ungular subject, the Dance 
of Death. The river Reuss, with which we were ts 
become bett» acquuated, rasbes out oftbe lake, and 
flows tfaraugh the town with a clear stream, and with 
nndi impetuosi^. We took some tea in a handio«e 
saloon in oar comfort^e Inn, the Golden Eagle, and 
vait to bed thoroughly tired. 



Friday, Septbmbes 9.^— We were conducted by 
aguideto the arsenal, where are modern arms ; they 
are said by personS) who understand such matters, to'- 
be well arranged ; and eome old and rude armour and 
banners. The lion, intended as a monuntent to the 
Swiss guards who were slain at Paris, in 1793, in at- 
tempting to defend the Tnilleries, is carded in the aide 
of a rock, and has merit; the place is somewhat too 
ornate. Thefignreisfrom adesignof Thorwaldseo. a 
person much extolled at present: modem artists deal 
in nothing but lions and eagles. It is difficult to dis- 
corer what a tion, with an arrow in his ribs, has to do. 
with the real'Btory; and the inscription is, as usual, 
BO contrived that, without external information, it 
would be quite impossible to guess to what it referred. 
To add to the effect of the monument, whatever that ■ 
maybe, an old fellow in an old uniform is posted 
there, to beg for a few batz. To a man of sense it 
suggests the reflection, that a king should not be per- 
mitted to have foreign guards. These Swiss let them- 
selves out for hire to a foreigu king ; they wese pam- 
pered by him that they might defend him against his 
own subjects; the mercenaries, it must be acknow- 
ledged, earned thrir pay braVely, therefore the less 
ou^t a king to have foreign guards. It is impossibly 
nevertheleas, not to admire constancy in any meiti and 
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not to feel >onae respect for the bmve peraonswhoae 
names an here inscribed. 

Athalf-postteDweembarkedagainon the tordy lake; 
we glided past the little isluid on which Raynal erected 
a monumeDt, but we did not see it. The situation of 
' Lucerne is beautiful : the lower end of the lake is like 
a cathedral ; it is crossed hy a transept, of which one 
end goes to Kusiiacht, the other towards the dioramic 
valley of Saraen, paaaiog the noble Pilatus: the lake 
is absolutely perfect in vsjiety and beauty. Ste^ 
-mouDtains come close to its edge; it is sometimes 
wide, somedmes narrow, and winds gracefully round : 
it presents some scenes of complete seclusioni houses 
and Tillages perched on the top of rocks, or planted 
at their feet, and to be approached only by the lake : 
' of the latter kind is the smallest repubhc of Gersau. 
At the bend of the lake we saw the little capital of 
Schwyz, at a short distance oo our left. The top irf 
the lake is wild and rugged ; as we approached it, the 
day became stormy. In the winter, when all the nu- 
merous torrents are running with fuiy, and the moun- 
tain wind T^ng, it must be a strange scene of deso- 
latioD. 

We passed close by Tell's chapel; its situation 
-suits well with the tradition. We did not remain at 
Huellra, but were jumbled ia a char au bane to Altorf. 
■We arriTcd half famished; but our landlord, who was 



..yCoO'^IC 



yaj awii, conld give us bat little that we could «t 
or drink With latisfactioa. After dinner, in the duik* 
we tried in run to find the Reuse, and amnKd our- 
■elre* orer our coffee in looking at the book of arnT^i. 
These records of the caDton of Uri had been carefully 
preMrred ; I suppose do events are of so much impor- 
tance to the state, as the coming of strangers to the 
Black Lion. During the short, nnd, as it is usually 
called, the hollow peace of Amiens, there were many 
Eng^sh viritors : afterwards, for a long period, there 
were bat few travellers; thesewerecluefly Dutch, and 
an American or two. 

Satdrdat, Skptrhbbr 10. — We dimbed to the 
church of the Capuchins to enjoy the view : the church 
is ornate, and has many pictures in the Italian style 
representing St. Francis aping the various actions and 
sufferings of our Saviour. The view is fine, the valley 
noble, bat the town of Altorf ugly; it was burnt by 
accid«it; many ruins are stuiding. The clouds were 
resting at the top, or on the sides of the hills : to the 
inhabitant of the plain any cranmnnication between 
earth and heaven must appear imposuble; here, how- 
ever it is quite familiar; indeed, the intercourse with 
the sky is as frequent and as complete as between 
Loudon and Greenwich, or Pad<Ungtonandthe Bank. 
Here is the kingdom of waters ; in every street, in every 
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bonset is a perenBial founteio ; the water flows through 
the Btreets, and the raada are the beda of torreots; 
every little ToUey hai been worn out by a stietm; 
wound tite earth, attd water will gtuh out for ever 
afUr ; the smoke is vapour, and the very dust dew^ 
drops. This is certaiuly beautiful ; but without the 
son it must be luelancboly ; tmd with the san Utae is 
a hot steam that is not pleasant, nor can I believe thait 
it ia Itedthy. 

We set out in a kind of phaeton drawn by two 
horses, and soon fell ia with the long sought fi>r father 
Reuss ; he was rashing angrily along ; his coui^ is 
one continual waterbll. The valley has every beauty 
that canpot be described, and rocks, alps, mountains, 
and pine-foreats. They are making a good road, 
winch is to be continued into Italy ; it is a great and 
expensive work. We were glad to reach the village of 
Wnaen, b^ng very hungry ; we had a tolerable dinner, 
and pretty good wine. The landlady, who spoke a Uttle 
French, was so kind and civil, that it wasimpossiUe not 
to be pleased ; at parting we gave faer a piece of m»- 
ney, as usual, for the servants. When we were seated 
in the carriage, she followed us to say that she Iwd do 
MTvants, that the person who waited at table was her 
daughter, and offered to return it ; we bef^ed her to 
give it to ber daughter, and soon after a fur comdj 
girl opened the window and returned thanks* 



L)ji.:a..i. Google 



18% devil'b bbibqe. 

The lioaest)^ of our litenl hoetess reminded, me «f 
a like occurrence to a friend in England, who had visited 
an arch of connderable celebrity and ^>an, which be- 
strides a deep and romantic glen in a remote tUstrict. 
Having satisfied Mb eyes, and bang unwillingtotama 
deaf ear to the just claims of hie mouth, he bethought 
himself of cgga and bacon, and accordingly asked at 
the small but neat inn where his horse was fed, whether 
they had any fresh eggs ja woman ingenuously answered 
him : " Not very fresh, sir, for they were all laid 
yestH^y." 

In about an hour we came to a village where the car- 
riage-road ceases ; we were therefore obliged to leave 
our phaeton and to walk on. We met or overtook 
many pack^otses and mules; the road is steep and 
paved. We passed a bridge, and again another bridge, 
snd supposed that each was the Devil's Bridge, and 
weredisappointed,and complained of theesaggo^tions 
of gnide-books. 

We saw lai^ flocks of goate, and looked round 
for the owner of a voice which we beard; at last we 
discovered something like a fly perched at the foot t^ 
a rock ; the insect took off his hat and saluted us, and 
seemed to enjoy our amazement. This incident gave 
US a lively sense of the nu^nitude of surrounding 
objects, and opened our eyes to their greatness. 

We came to the real Devil's Bridge; the Reusi 
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&11b with great fui7 donn a precipice ; the rocks on 
both aides are bare and steep; in the winter, who) 
covered with snow, it must be trnly formidable. Just 
above is a little chapel, where St. Anthony U requested 
to pray for UB. There ia ncxtatunnd cutinthemck, 
from the window of which, most suddenly. and unex- 
pectedly) ia seen a little Alpine plain, and die town of 
Andermatt: preseQtIy«fterwanlawe emei^ed witkthe 
Reuas into the little plain, and it at once struck ue 
.that I should ojDt like to live at Andertoatt. 

I was diningin England with a jorial friend: the lady 
of the bouae observed that she loved solitude ; that no 
place could be too soUtary for her : her husband asked 
her, " Would you like to live at Audermatt? " After 
some consideration she answ««d, " I should not hke 
to live at Andermatt." . I now felt the full force of the 
question, and should have given the same answer as 
the lady. Behind the town ia a little tri^ngolar wo«)d 
of pines, which, it is aaid, must not be cut under p^in 
of death, as they defend the town fiom theavalanc^: 
whether thia be true or false, matters little; butatovp, 
of which such a tale may be told, cannot be a pleasant 
residence. The only road through the town is a pack- 
nay, for carriage-road th^e ia none. We followed the 
pack-road, of the mules a league further, and came to 
the village. of. Hospital: we remarked a stable for 
. mid«, which reminded nw of having read rf, and my 
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compaoioii of having teeiii an eaertern cararansaiy. 
We arrived in the dark at the GoLdeo Lion, and had 
as bod a supper and as bad wine as can be given to 
mortals. 

SuNOAT. Septehbbr 11.— If I go up to heaveot 
thou art there also. At five id the moraing an English 
HcqaaiutancC) who I supposed was in London, came 
rouing to the door of my bed-room to ask for some 
vrorsted stockings, and adding presently that he was 
nustakeni and had imagined it was his nster's room ; 
he went away without an uiswer. I had intended to 
have returned tonlay to Wasen, where I bad left my 
baggage, but I was induct to set out for St. Gott> 
hard: we walked thither; it is two'leaguea anda half 
distant. The asceat is steep, the road wild; we saw 
no more pines, no trees, save some stunted alders, 
mere bushes; some cows, pigs, and goats. The eter> 
nal granite is remarkable ; all is granite, the solidity of 
which has a noble appearance: the wb<4e country is 
one great Waterloo Bridge. 

We found three tarns, or mountun lakes, in a wild 
spot ; from one the Reuss rises, and flowing to the 
north joins the Rhine ; from another the Ticino, which 
seeks the south, the Po, and the Adriatic. We ea- 
i^eAthe Hoipice, and found three long-faced Italians, 
sallow and grave, like copper medals, of an unwel- 
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come air and with a ehow of ■nspicion ; after Mme 
conversatioD we walked up stain, where an Italian 
woman from Airolo, rather g^ootl-looking and agree- 
able, Kt before us bread, batter, and cheese, water 
and brandy i dl good, and wine that was nndrinkable. 
Her husband soon came in ; he was an Italian ; bnt 
hsving served some years in Spain under Napoleon, 
epoke Spanish fluently; one of my compamona havit^ 
•enred in tlie same campwgn, but on the other udc, 
did the like, and convened with him. He had just 
shot a marmot ; unluckily it bad been already dnwn 
and skinned, therefore it was not in a convenient state 
fortraD8portation,otfaerwitewewontd have purchased it; 
we had requested our landlady at Hoapitat to get us one 
for dinner, but she had not been able to gratify our curU 
onty : I thought it looked too like a rat to be tempting. 
It is said that the &mouB Blumenbach one day in a 
lecture expressed his regret that he bad not been able 
to procure a marmot in order to elucidate some point 
of comparative anatomy; that a student of humble 
Migin, who ardently admired the professor, and destied 
to find an opportuui^ of showing his attachmentr went 
away, and in an extronely short time returned with 
one of those animals : this is rather the conduct of a 
lover than oi a student. 

We fdt the cold very severdy dnring the iiUort timo 
we remained on the top of tiie monnt«n: some one 
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ask«d for hot water, it was answered that there was no 
.fire; the scarcity of fael must add much to the faovron 
of this dreary spot : we quitted it with pleasnre. Some 
of the Italians walked before, they were going to milk 
their cows: tbey all talked together with a loud dispu- 
tatious clamour : to be perfectly filthy, it is necessary 
. to be an old Scotch woman — to be perfectly vulgar, a 
low brawling Italian. The BCfine at the Hospice re- 
■ minded us of Don Quixote amongst the goatherds: 
-the Spanish tuted, vuettra merced, your goodness, 
-meaning only you, somids strange for the first time. 
The round stable tor the mules at the Hospiee is con- 
sidered a singular strnctare. It is interestiag to tmce 
the rirers upwards, to follow their last fibres; they 
-hare that roots in the skies, or they may be conndered 
aa the roots of the sea, which thus grows in the heaven, 
and draws its supplies of uourishmeut fixim thence. 
We saw many mules and horses with galled backs; 
they were turned out that thdr wounds might heal; 
howmuchapack'horsewithagalled back must suifer. 
I felt uncomfortable at this great height; my lace wm 
flushed, with a cold on my chest, and a dispoation to 
bleed at the nose from the dimimshed pressure of the 



We returned to the village of Hospital, and saw a 
collection of minerals, rock crystal, and floor spar, &c. 
the property of the curi; the various specimens, were 
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for 8^ : he endeavoured, in this uaefuh and reapectable 
mBuneri to-sugment fais suinty etipend. We were re- 
galed with a bad dinner, much dict^ and much dvilitf ; 
onr. drink was kirschewasKr, chenynater, an ardent 
spirit diatilled from .cheriies, mixed with water; the 
wine could Qot be Bwailowed ; this spirit le much like 
whiskey) which ie strong enough : but all the puffing, 
praisiDg, and boasting of the well-practised Scotch, and 
even the knowledge that it is contraband, cannot per- 
nuide me that the flavour is agreeable. We sought in 
vain for alanonto build up for ourselves a bowl of 
punch; we could not find this fruit, but we contrived 
uerertheless to find cheerfuloeas aad mirth. 

After dinner we saw some girls, periiaps twenty .or 
thirty, seated on logsof wofxl opposite the window; 
the majority were eleven or twelve years old, < four or 
five wsre older; there was also an old woman or two : 
they were asked to sing, and readily struck up in chorus 
a song which begun thus: "I have a handsome lover, 
we-have played together, and what more happened is 
not yoar coocem." Presently afterward^ another song,' 
which being interpreted says : " Vou may quench the 
fire, but not love." We were not able to persuftde any 
one to sing' tola, or to repeat the words of any song; 
therefore, the subject of one, to which the often re- 
peated burden was, — "With an a, ah e, and an u," 
must defy conjecture. It was pleasaat tO fi nd so much 
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chettfuliMM in ttich a dreaiy places Like all musical 
chancten they did not know when, to leare off; we 
continued to stand «t the window, out of coiaplimenti 
for at least two songs after it was cold and diuki but 
tbey stilt kept on for some time longer. The women 
of the house were hurt ^t we should apply to strang^a 
for a song ; they accordingly struck up a ditty, and 
wbeaever we shut the door of our room to exclude the 
cold air, not the mnric, it was gently pnshed open by 
invisible hands, wluch was quite unnecessary, as the 
Tolume of sound easily penetrated the door. Whilst 
the girls were Niiging before the window, a priest 
passed them; we were entertained by the strai^ 
dteepidi air with which he returned their salntations. 

One of our companions who had spmt the day in 
Tinting the glacier of the Rhone, came hack and spoke, 
amongst other things, of two pretty girls, between 
seventeen and eighteen, that lived somewhere with a 
capuclun ; the landlady, like a woman who had seen 
thirty-five years, would not hear of them but as child- 
ren ; uid in spite of our malicious innnnations, sbe 
persisted in declaring, with much warmth, that she had 
no doubt they were very good children. Of suc^ 
ohildren is the kingdom of heaven— at least according 
to Mahomet 



,.!■ Google 



A.S9EMMATV. 140 

MOMDAT. SbPTEHBBK IS.— I Mt OUt OS fitot at 

•eren, alooe; the kind-hearteda geatlananUke, nuMt 
ob«ervaat petaoa with whom I bad tiarelled from 
Stresboi^, had departed this monuDg eaii^ for Milao 
with the couh^. Id pasung through Andenaatt I 
entered a large church, where I Baw maay women: >t 
was much ornamented: in sucha situatiou the oontrast 
fif the geoeroaity of art with tbepariimouy.of Nature^ 
was pleasing. I followed the Reuts through the narrow 
paui^ wMc-h allows him to ocap^ and thus saves 
this little Alfnne {daia fnmi being a mountain lake. I 
met many loaded mules, and was sorry to see women 
bearing huge loads of wood on their shoulders, often 
as much as a mule could carry. I suppose all the 
firewood, is brought up in tbia manner: it must be 
painful to see a sister, a wife, or a mother engaged in 
such severe ttnl ; yet what is tbe common lot of all is 
usually borne without reiHuing, and the soi^ on 
Suttday evening ghowed that they can be cheerful : ths 
fire can be put out, even that wluch is fed by so much 
fatigue, but not lore. 

At half-past ten I came to Waseo, and was civilly 
received by tbe landlady, who did me many little ser- 
rices in the way of glutting buttons upon my shirta, 
for without buttons a shirt is uninhabitable; and gave 
me an indifiereot dinner. 

I started at noon, with a guide, who carried my bags. 
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to walk six leognes further, to climb over the Susten 
Gadmen. The heat was intense, the road for more 
than three hours as steep as possible ; the latter part of 
the aacentwas cut into traverses, passing and repassing 
one above another for seven or eight times. I suffered 
much from hAt and thirst ; my guide kept drinking at 
the rills: with much difficnlty I resisted the temptation. 
At last we guned the summit ; I saw the glacier called 
the Steinen, and the stream of water flowing under it. 
We descended in like manner by traverses to noble 
forests of pines, and beheld tberiver flowing, or falling, 
at the bottom of a chasm of perpendicular rocks ; we 
passed many beautiful scenes. I met with a rho- 
dodendron in flower. As it grew dusk we fell in 
with a nnmber of goats that were going home; we 
went in company with them to Gadmen, a village of 
goatherds. 

I was civilly received at a wooden house ; I asked for 
supper immediately, and was told that in a short time 
they would give me what they had for themselves, and 
I was conducted to a good clean bed-room. After a 
short toilette I came down stairs, and found the person 
who received me, conversing with a Gennan traveller 
of the mercantile class. I was dying with thirst ; I 
asked for wine, a bottle was given me, which was good, 
and for water ; a lv>ttle was brought from the opposite 
udeof the table ; I remarked tliat it was not fresh, and 
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t was answered that lie bad jugtfetcheditfaimsdf from 
the fountain. 

I thought that my boat talked well for an innkeeper, 
or waiter, and in the corner of the room I taw many 
books. When he went out of the room I examined 
them i I found many Gennan works, and, to my graat 
surprise, the Elzevir Scapula, a Virgil, some nther 
Latin classics, and a Homer, Tmichnitzii. I admired at 
such volumes in a valley of goatherds^ and I learned 
of the traveller that I was not at an inOf bat in the 
house of M. le Curi. Wh»i he returned, I did all in 
my power to rqmir, by respect, the injustice I had 
unwittingly done to the propriety of a Scapula by 
taking hi m for a landlord. We talked of Homer, that be 
was the poet for that country of streams and monntmns. 
He 8^d that an Englishman, who had been there the 
evening before, had spoken of Scapula as an old friend ; 
be added, that Schneider's Dictionary, iu Greek and 
German, is a better Lexicon : if bo, it would be a 
pious work to translate it into English. He said he 
had a Hebrew Bible; and being asked to produce it, 
he read the chapter of Job in which he had been ex- 
amined at the university; and then remarking that it 
was sonorous, he was kind 'enough to read, it over 
^^in Qf hie own accord. The room was neat; there 
was a bed, with a black quilt and black curtains with 
a wTiite border, which seemed more fit for the re- 
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ception of a dead than a living body ; for in this taste 
is the furniture, which is supplied them by an u|>- 
holsterer of the dead, commonly called aii undertaker. 
After waiting a long time, supper at last came ; some 
good soup, and a fowl like an English bird ; it was no 
starveling; the canonical state of its boeum would 
have proved to me that I was in a priest's house. The 
euri ate only a little soup. I was well pleased with 
what appeared ; but the second course was foi^tten; 
instead of it, the good man sat praiung the bread ; the 
bread I ate: it was certainly good, and I was content, 
but I should have liked to have seen something else. 
He gave us what he had, and that was good; I there- 
fore ate the bread and drank the wine, which was good 
also. I was thirsty, and drank a good deal; and I 
filled the reverend goitleman's glass. He said that the 
Hebrew of the modem Jews differed front the ancient ; 
and that in some places the mass was smd in German. 
I asked in what language the mass was said in his 
church : he told me that 1 was in the canton of Bern, 
where they are Protestants. Soon afterwards the load 
crying of a child in the next room showed that all 
questions about the mysterious sacrifice of the mass 
would be out of place. He told me that he had studied 
at Vienna. When he lighted me to bed, he remarked 
upon the many advantages of a wooden house ; that it 
is warm and dry : it may have some advantages, but 
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it has also some peculiar disadvantages; it is sonorous 
OS a fiddle; thewholebouse vibrates at the least motion, 
and resounds with the least sound. I had discovered, 
this already on the Righi : twenty-seven German stu- 
dents mere lodged in one room, and were stowed away 
in li,re or nx beds. The effect of their snoring was 
terrific ; the whole house strained like a ship in certain 
condition* of the wind and ses, which I have expe- 
rienced, but am not seaman enough to describe ; it 
eeemed as if about to be rent in pieces, aud as if every 
single plank would start asunder; and wheii in the 
agonies of the sleep of persons who had well walked, 
well eaten, well drunken, and weH smoked, the fit cam^, 
and the snoring of the twraty-aeven students was in 
fits and bursts ; it appeared that the end of all things 
was at hand. Although much fatigued, 1 could not 
sleep. This night I experienced the same thing in a 
less degree ; wheitever the priest, or his wife, tamed 
over in their funereal bed, every plank in 'the house— 
and the house consisted of nothing else— danced ; and 
this happened often, for the wine I had poured into 
liis glass made him restless: but, however, he was less 
indefatigable in im exertions than the twenty-seven 
students in their repose. 

Tuesday, September 13— At five in the morning 
I was awaked by my host and his wife talking and 
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laoghing; I was glad to find such good spiiits in so 
remote k place. When I came down stairs, I nas 
ansions to see a person of whom I had heard bo much ; 
I just got a peep at the lady's back from the window ; 
she seemed broad and brisk, and fit to be the wife of 
a Christian minister. After breakfast I placed on his 
desk somewhat more than I would have paid at aa inn 
for the like fare : I took leave of a person who had 
treated me kindly; heaccompanied meashortdistauce 
«n my way, and pointed out on both udes where the 
avalanches used to fall; they reached within a few yards 
of his bouse. He said that the placewas healthy, and 
that the mouatsan lur gave an excellent appetite, and 
disposed for sleep ; and that by residing there for a 
certain time he would be entitled ta bett«r prefermoit. 
I continued my walk along the valley, wUch in- 
creased in beauty as I approached Meyringen. The 
day waS'Very hot. I saw by the side of the road large 
green grasshoppers, and many beautiful butterflies. 
The wine «f Switzerland is crude, and marvellously 
inferior to that'of the Rhine ; it is not dear: it is only 
on the Rhine that Ihareseen in perfection the happi- 
ness which is diffused by a genend and liberal use of 
wine ; I had no idea of it before. The communication 
with England by water is so direct, that we might 
Jiave it nearly as cheap there. The crimes of succes- 
«ive admintstrationB have literally deprived England of 
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the use of wine; no oppression cbd exceed this. I k* 
posed diiriDg the eveoiiig after my btiguea. At M^- 
lingen I was joined by two friends who had crowed the 
Grimsel ; they gave me an ioteresting account of the 
pass. I am willing to believe that tbar route was aft 
gratifTtng as mine; it nuty be equally striking, but it 
cannot be more so. We agreed to continue oar pe- 
destrian conree together on the morrow^ 

Wedmbsday, SsPTSHBSB 14. — We saw the fells of 
the Rachenbach ; there is not much water, bnt it is a 
fine cascade. It began to run violently; I was in a 
thousand terrors about my baggage, which was in a 
carpetbag, and inanotberbag even more easily wetted ; 
with infinite difficulty and much necessary vituperatioOi 
I cMupdled the indolent and stupid animal wbo carried 
it, to cover it with my cloak) and to bind the cloak 
tn such a manner that the water was thronn off, and 
to overcome his natural instincts ; which. of course led 
him. to dispose it so. that the rain would, be dtuined into 
those parte which I sought to protect. It appeared 
quite hopeless that any covering would have sufficed 
for BO many hours of such heavy rain; but my good 
cloak, God bless it! which had already rendered me 
so many essential services, kept out the unfriendly 
wet, mittucum imbrem, completely; my bags were quite 
dry, as well as the coat and waistcoat of one of uiy 
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companions, who had no other with him, and had 
pkced them under abater that he might resume them 
dry, and performed hia walk witliout, (he bang also 
deetitut« of an umbrella,) a piece of ingenuity wtuch 
deserved die reward it met with—that of pasnng ibe 
evening in comfort The run fell all day in torrents; 
it was now hot, now cold j the way was wet and slip- 
pery, and we were in great misery. 

At Roeenlauibad we found a large inn, that ha» 
been lately built for the sake of some natural warm 
baths, wMch, as the name implies, are found there. 
We remuned just long enough to get some hot milk, 
which kept us alive, and which I recmnmend to all 
sufferers in the like plight, as an efficient and innocent 
restomtire. We crossed the Scheidegg, an immense 
pull, passing the Wetterhom and glaciers; it would 
have beeD a fine view, bad the day been less abomi- 
nable, and descended to Grindelwald, where we arrived 
at half-past four. A foot-bath, dry clothes, a good 
fire, a fair dinner, and wine, cheered our spirits. Two 
of us had the advantage of finding every thing pre- 
pared ; for when we reached the top of the mountain, 
the third, through natural strength and activity, through 
impatience of the rain and discomfort, and through a 
generous desire of emulating the pace of one of the 
guides, descended with so much rapidity, that he ar- 
rived at least an hour before us. 
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There was a SwUa lady with her husband at ditmer: 
Botwithstattding the weather, she waa a pedestrian. We 
all agreed in admiring ber pretty open fordiead, and 
her modesty ; that withoat mingling earthly sulkiness 
with the heavenly grace of modeaty~ehe was modest. 
In the evening three ui^ng girls attended ; they 
mag several songs agreeably enough, — they wew luce 
modest ^ris. ' I cannot think that eitber the Bogliih, 
French) or Italian langoa^ is improved by bang ut- 
tered with an Irish accent. 

Tborbdat, Septembeb is. — My guide bad very 
elaborately tied my faithful cloak over my bags, in all. 
respects as I had forbiddra and disapproved of the 
day before: hanng caused him to alter it, we set out 
at eight. The day was, if posuble, worse than the 
preceding. We patiently climbed the steep, and, 
a» it then seemed, endless mountain. We took some 
hot milk in a chalet near the top, and descended with 
great ditficnlty ; the road was remarkably steep, and, 
by reason of the rain, slippery in the extreme. The 
cnuntry is sublime: had the day been less vile we 
should have had a noble prospect. We saw several 
glaciers, and heard the sound of many avalaiiches, 
but witnessed the fall of one only. There is abun- 
danceof fine pasturage; and as we descended, the, 
beauty, fertility, and richness of the valley increased. 
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The steepneM of the descent tot the la«t part of the 
journey ia surpriung. At four o'clock, to our great 
joy, we came to Lauterbmn, «the clewr fouutain," 
and enjoyed the fostering warmth of dry clothes, a 
wood fire, and a tolerable (bnosr. My honest cloak 
continued true to its charge ; and baring withatood 
dght hours of incesiant and heavy iwn, it restored niy 
wardrobe a« dry as it bad received it. Of many things 
a man does not^know the value nutil he bos been de- 
prived of them for some time; this is peculiarly the 
case aa to hia animal heat : when be baa been robbed of 
it f<H' sooae hours, either hy nakedness or wet clothing, 
and is afterwards permitted to retain quiet possesnon 
of it, through the means of sufficient and dry apparel, 
be congratulates lus ribs, and rejoices as to his sides, 
and especially as to his feet ; having exchanged cold 
and cruel plungiogs in mud and water for the maternal 
tenderness and cherishing of larab's-nool and dry 
slippers. 

Close to tbeiinn are the &Us of the Staubbach, the 
Dust-beck, or stream of dust : the quantity of water, 
even after the heavy rains, was small. The b^ght is 
prodigious, so that the water is broken into dust- 
whence the name. 
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Friday, September i6.>— In the morning it mat 
reining a* hard as ever : we devised various schemes ; 
but SB it cleared up at noon, we put on our wet shoes 
uid half-dried clothes, and walked three leagues down 
the pleesaut valley: the hills on both sides are Ughf 
but covered with pines to-the top. There are Dume- 
lous waterfalls, lar^ and small; it is the vuUey of 
water&IIs. The whole scene has a softer aspect than 
we had been accustomed to of late. We found muiy 
persons at the much frequented inn at Interlaken, df 
various ranks, qualities) and d^rees. 

Saturdat, Septekbeb 17. — After breakfast, 
about twenty boys, the pupils of some Swiss academy, 
came into the room with knapsacks and poles ; they 
were, like boys, noisy and restless. With them was 
the sad usher, of a scholastic aspect, — a man who 
neither smiles lumself, nor causes others to smile, — and 
who IB no doubt esteemed pleasant company wheit he 
refrwns from tweaking the nose and pulling the ears. 

I crossed theAar by a wooden bridge, and mounted 
by a walk of slate-gravel, through a wood, to a little 
eminence, where I found pleasant seats and a fine view. 
On the opposite side, lofty mountains with pasture 
and pin^forests to the very tops, except a few which 
have rocky summits, and one Alp, with a slope of the 
purest snow. Directly opposite i« the valley of Lau- 



.,Coo.j(c 



170 INTBRLAKEK. 

terbruD, from whence we had isftued yesterday, which 
is soon closed to the eye by roountaiiia of mere rock 
and snow. To the light is the lake of Thun, to the 
left that of Brienz, both beautiful ; the Aar flows from 
the one to the other, and passes immediately under my 
feet. Between the mouutains and tlie lake is a little 
plun, perhaps a' league in length and half a league in 
breadth; perfectly flat, perfectly green, shaded with 
froit and forest trees, and adorned by tbe enuill town 
oT Unterseen, and the smaller village of Interlaken: 
the latter of the synonymes was the wte of an abbey, 
which says, briefly but forcibly, that the situation i» 
pieasanti fertile, and healthy. It is delightful to see 
such a sweet spot; and were it not for the sake of re- 
visiting one's friends, it would be piunful to leave it. 
I was pleased with the harmooioas sounds of the cow- 
belle; they are exactly tuned, and produce a most 
agreeable efiect. Why is the use of these simple in- 
struments of pastoral inu»c conflned to mount^nou* 
countries } the inhabitants of the pldns are e<jaally 
senable to the concord of sweet sounds. 

1 walked to another bill, where thera is a ruined 
church, which commands a view of the lake of Brienz : 
the beat was intense, but the grass was wet. I do not 
admire the Swiss grass; it is not like our green Sward, 
or old sward; it is not turf, upon which it is so d^ 
lightful to sit, walk, or lie, — it is salad, it consists of 
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BiicGuleDt herbs ; perhaps it may be more nutritious, 
better for cattlei and able to produce richer milk, but 
stiil it is not turf. 

I set out with my two companionti to walk to Neu- 
haus; the distance is a league) the rood is flat, the 
coaatry pleasant, and the d^ was intensely hot. We 
passed thrangb Uuterseeni a small town of whimsical 
bousesf of which the roofs hang over so fur that tbey 
almost meet and shade tbe streets ; we saw two persolu 
in different places making sketches of the houses. 
We reached tbe boat soon enough to permit us to re- 
gale ourselves cheaply and agreeably with some good 
pears and milk. We were rowed in a public boat by 
three men ; two operated in the English, the other in 
tbe Swiss fashion. We were partly annoyed, partly 
amused, by the offensive manners of a fellow-passrager. 
8 return guide. 

The lake of Tbun is beautiful, but inferior in all 
respects to tbe lake of Lucerne, escept in Itaviog 
a noble view of the snowy Alps. In three hours we 
entered the Aar, which bore us along-with a rapid cur- 
rent; we passed a graceful, well-dressed, lady-like 
person, who was standing on some steps leading to the 
water ; she reminded me of home. Why will men 
travel ? It is good only for restless boys, who do not 
know what they would be at. 

In two minutes more we landed at the Freyhof. We 
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had proposed to go on to B«m> but we agreed to pass- 
the night at Thun ; and we Fefreshed ourselves aft«r 
the picturesque acenery and entertaiumeat c^ the 
mountains, with an excellent dinner and good wine. 
Amongst those who aftemarda supped at the table. 
d'bAte, were a mothert her son, and two daughters; it 
nas difficult not to look at one of the daugbters'^iiL 
partf because she was handsome— in part, because o£ 
the prodigious quantity of fine hair that hung undes 
her bonnet on each side of her face. 

Sdmday, September 18. — The Aar rushes with 
great rapidity through a pleasant valley to Bern; there 
are public boatsj and it is easy to believe that the 
voyage is agreeable; as we bad but little time, we did 
notventureto tempt the water and incur the possibility 
of delay ; we did not even take an hour to examine tbe 
town of Than, of which the appearance is picturesque; 
but immediately after an early breakrast, we committed 
ourselves to one of those covered lateral carriages, that 
are so inconvenient in all respectB, especially as they 
permit the traveller to see one side of the road only. 

There is a story famous in Switzerland, that wh«i 
Scliolasticus viuted Genera, he hired one of these 
carriages to take him round the lake, and he so ordered 
his gMng, or at least his setUng out, that be turned 
his back to the lake all the way, and travelled quite 
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round without once seeing it: a story that the philoso- 
pher HierocleH would have delighted to insert amongst 
his FaeetitB. We were dra^;ed slowly along the road, 
advancing sideways, like crabs, and at last reached 
the ca{Htat of Switzerland. 

I approached this city nith great ezpectatimi) 
because I had seen a beautiful paaomma — because I 
had been told, that it is the abode of Swiss beauty, 
ltd focus and very centre — and because I had beard all 
who had visited it repeat, one after another, the most 
lavish and exaggerated praise. I was disappointed in 
all respects: thepanoramawasflatteringtoan exces»>- 
the women were in the streets in their Sunday attire, 
yet they appeared hard-featured, stern, and rusticated; 
and the strangers who \\sit the place, repeat, like par- 
rots, the laud that has originally been bestowed by 
some innkeeper, or interested inhabitant. The stone 
arcade«, which line the streets on both sides, are solid ; 
they ar€ good against sun and rein ; but being low, 
have a gloomy aspect, especially on a Sunday, when 
the shops are shut. 

I had been furnished with a list of inns for the whole 
of my journey, so accurate, that I always found the 
accommodation corresponding exactly with the de- 
scription; and I seldom departed from my instructions; 
whenever I did, in compliance with circumstances, or 
the wishes of others, I always found reason to repent 
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it. I had been recommended to the Falcon, but I 
suffered my companionB, against my better judgment, 
to take me to the Crown, a nasty place; perhaps it 
wohid have been well, as a matter of curiosity, to have 
put up at one of the institutions called Abbayei, which 
in some measure resemble the guilds or companies in 
corporate citie«, or our inns of court, if we can imagine 
that the Benchers would really let furnished lodgings 
forafewdays, like an inn; and thatinstead of being ex- 
cluded by oathS) teste, and various formalities, strangers 
were permitted to dine in the hall, as at a table d'hAte : 
as I did not visit any of the Abbayet, I do not know 
how they are conducted ; but 1 do not suppose that 
I should have found at dinner the disj^usting abuse 
«f a high table: one party feasting on luxurious fere 
at the expense of the rest, who were eating, at theirown 
charge, cold and filthy commons. 

The fortifications have been wisely turned into a 
public promenade; it is a pleasant walk. Why do 
they not em ploy the men at the gates in roUing the 
gravel, in sweeping the streets, in any useful employ- 
ment, rattier than in asking for passports ? 

We visited the only public amusement in the place, 
the fosses, in which the bears are kept ; there were two 
young beara and two old ones in separate places, open 
courts, as in the Jardin des Plantes at Paris. Persons 
of all ages and of all ranks, from the counsellor, or 
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M.P., to the beggar, are never weary of gazing at the 
animaU, and hang over the wall in fond delight; the 
oftutent sometimes spend a halfpenny in peare or gin- 
gerbread to throw to the bears. They watch them eating; 
and if the bears catch a piece of gingerbread in their 
paws, thehappinesaof the spectator iecomplete This is 
the only notion a Bemois <.'an form of pleasure: when 
he Kads that we soon become tired of pleasure, he tin- 
derstanda of feeding bears ; a man of pleasure, or a 
woman of pleasure, is a person who is occupied all day 
long in throwing gingerbread to bears. Wliether the 
bear be a fit symbol of el^ant mirth may, perhaps, be 
a question; it is certainly amusing to watch the pro- 
ceedings of animals, more especially of a wild beast. 
In the evening we visited a sort of raree-show of Swiss 
views and costumes ; when we travel, we go to see per- 
sons and things thftt we would not tolerate at home. 

Monday, September I9. — We inspected a col- 
lection of plaster casts ; some paintings of no value ; 
the museum of natural history, which is pretty good, 
coDMsting chiefly of the productions of the country, 
the Alpine hares, the lammci^ter and other curious 
Irirds ; and a tolerably good botanical garden. 

The lamb-vulture, or lammergcier, is an inhabitant 
of the High Alps, and is as fond of lamb as a Jew; he 
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iH a handMme, well-dressed bird, and wears a brown 
coat and a yellow waistcoat. He forme the connecting 
Jink between the vulture and the eagle; his bill ie 
shaped like that of the birds of the former genus, but 
unlike than his head is not naked, being well covered 
with feathers like an eagle's. Omitfaolc^ists doubt, 
therefore, whether to arrange this species urtder the 
genus vullur or /alco. I had seen a good specimen in 
the museum of natural history at Strasburg. 

After dinner I passed seme time in the libraiyt which 
is very clean and neat, and seems to have some good 
books, classics as well ae others ; the librarian, as these 
people usually are, was a sulky, disobliging fellow, I 
was permitted, with difficulty, to look at some manu- 
scripts : there were not any of great antiquity or inte- 
rest; a PrudentiuB, a Virgil, a Horace, the Koran, 
and a few others ; the rest were chiefly theological. 

My observations induced me to think that the in- 
habitants of this little capital are not on good terms 
with each other ; they dispute about their paltry po- 
litics, and quarrel over their base little jobs. 

The obliging and learned person who had been my 
guide throughout the day, conducted me to another 
' promenade which has some good views of the Alps; 
and also to the bastion near the cathedral, wheme I saw 
the effect of the setting sun upon the Alps, which is 
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i«inar4iable> I observed some good looking. wc»neD in 
tbediopa, andofalese Item countenance — they recon- 
tnled me to Bern. 

TuBBDAV, Septehbkb ^0. — The season for tra- 
velling ID Switserlaad was draffing &3t to an end ; I 
nas apprehensive that the weatbervould not permit me 
to see the great wonder, Mont Btuic '. I was not able 
to spare a da^i hardly an honr. I conld not afibrd 
time to visit the celebrated academy of M.Fellenberg, 
at Hofwyl, a short distance from Bern ; much leat 
to make an excunioo to the lakes of Neufcbatel and 
Bienoe ; and I had been compelled to omit Coastaocet 
Basle, and Soleure, for the same reason. Nor was I 
able to viat Hindelbank, a village at a little distancet 
celebrated for a work of a Saxon artist, whi<^ is said to 
be as excellent in execution as it ie subbme in concep- 
tion. Why will not one of the innumerable visitors 
bring us a plaster, east of tbe pastor's wife, Madame 
Langhans, rising with her child through th6 pavement 
of the church, that the inhabitants of London may 
learo to revere the genius of the sculptor Nahl i 

It is inconvenient to be poor in a rich country— to 
be' rich in a poor country has also its disadvant^es ; I 
bad experienced them in having too great a quantity of 
ba^age. I had brought with me for ajoumey of six 
months, two small b^s, so small, that erm when an 
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outside ptuaenger by the mail* the most rapadous book- 
keeper has aever charged me aay thing for extra bag- 
gage or over-waght, yet in Switzerland they were too 
much ; it was difficult to find a place for them in the io- 
commodiouB carnages; and when on foot it needed a 
whole guide to carry them, and a guide forma the ctuef 
expense of trsTellingin this country. Itisaculpable 
ringularity, where others are contented with one coat, 
to have two; I therefore purchased a small knapsack, 
and sent my superfluities to Geneni by the earner. I 
soon found the benefit of having abridged my baggage, 
not only in the diminished expenditure, as one-half or 
one-third of a guide was now safficient, but in the 
freedom from anxiety : my knapsack was impervious 
to the rain ; and the trouble of packing, which had 
nerer beat great, was now reduced to its minimom. 

He who would travd agreeably, would perhaps do 
well to reduce Us luggage to two Swiss knapsacks (if 
one would not possibly suffice) ; one of them will hold 
conveniently a suit of clothes and a small paper case ; 
tiie other, wbatev^ is necessary in additiiMi to the three 
or four shirts, and the reminder of linen in due pro- 
portion: linen can always be washed in a very short 
time, and clothes can be purchased in every conntiy 
as fine and as well-inade as they are worn by the first 
people in that country ; and if it be thought necessary 
io be dressed as well, it certainty is enperfiuous to be 
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better dressed. The cl^f expense and the chief anx- 
iety arise fram the transport of baggage : tbe trarelier 
who can carry his all in his own hands, if it be oa\y 
for ten yards, is free ; the charm that wonld bind him 
te broken, and an exemption from the slsrerj of pack* 
ing- and unpacking is cheaply bought at any price- 
In one respect I carried my love of lightness too 
far : on this occasion, I did not take with me either 
great-coat or cloak. It is unwise to tmrd without one 
of theseconafbrtst especially in a mountainoas country; 
an umbrella alone is not a sufficient defence" against 
rain ; and the exposure to cold when heated is p^nfu) 
and dangerous : a grest>-coat, or cloak, may be rolled 
into a small volume and strapped upon tbe top of tbe 
knapsack. 

The Teutomc tyrants who have at present military 
occupation of the north of Italy, are so conscious of 
their weakness, and acknowledge, with so much frank- 
ness — that it is the duty of all other nations to as^t 
in turning them out — that they will not permit a straa* 
ger to enter the Lrfnnbardo-Venetian Kingdom, unless 
his passport has been signed by au-Austrian minister, 
I complied with this form at Bem, and sent my pass- 
port to (^ ambaf»ador, that his master, the great' 
Cs»ar, might hare due notice of my intentioa to eater 
the Milanese ; lest I should rush upon Ins troops unex- 
pectedly from the hdght of the Semplon, and clear 
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Italy of its oppresBora with my umbrellft: so great ib 
the cowardice of tyranny ! 

Of conne there wiu some delay in procuring this 
Mgnature; whether it was occasioned by the stupid 
servants at the Crown, or by the more stupid legate 
of the most stuind emperor, I cannot determine ; it 
cost us some time mtd some expressions of impatieoce. 
Having at last obtained the German inscription on my 
muniment, we, bang three in number, aac^ided a late- 
ral carriage, and udled along to ThnU) where we dined 
at the table d'h6te. We changed our vehicle for a 
char of a more simple and common construction; a 
small light wa^on, with two seats, faung, one behind 
the other, upon such straps as we see in a butcher's 
cart ; we proceeded towards Kanderst^. 

The valley near Thun is beautifui; as we advanced 
and penetrated into it, it became more wild, but not 
less agreeable. Half way we took some bad cotTee, at 
an inauspicious house, for which we paid as much as 
at the best coffee-house in Paris. At a short distance 
was a ruined castle, and a gallows was standing near 
iL The lovely moon lighted up the glaciers, and 
made our long ascent deUghtful, although the night 
' was cold. It was somewhat late when we reached the 
inn at Kanderst^ ; the moonlight scene from the gal- 
lery of the inn was calm, still, and not eaMly to be 
forgotten. 
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Wednbiday, SEFTEHBEE21. — We (oaod at tbe 
br«akfast table the upper half of a tnaD in onUnaiy 
black clotheS) but the lover half hod trunk how like 
a Dutch skipper. We admired him for some time. 
Being spoken with in German, he confessed that he 
was about to write a new Swiss Guide; be blamed the 
present authors openlji because they had not seen thisi 
and that, and the other; aud perhaps, secretly, b^ 
cause they had seen things, like tailors, in tight panta- 
loons, which cramp the imagination, whilst he had 
plenty of room for his taucy to play in; at least, if his 
theory agreed widi his practice ; for as he did not say 
any thing concemiog the extraordinary capacity of his 
hose, this is mere conjecture. Nor is the theory irr%- 
tjonal ; for if a full-bottomed wig be essential to the 
sound exercise of the judicial functions; by analogy, a 
pair of hilt-bottomed unutterables may be necessaty 
to the healthy and unbiassed performance of topc^ra- 
phical duties. 1 do not blame his Iiarmless eccentri- 
city; the world is indebted to any man who will take 
the trouble to deviate from the beaten track, even in 
the cut of Ins garments. 

That eccentricity is a go^ l^i^) and beneficial to 
the public, is evident from this, that" an eccentric 
character is always odious to, and spoken ill of, by the 
priests; who are unanimous in the opinion, that the 
abuses by which tbey d^rade true religion and exalt 
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themsdres, can only snboit so long as men blindly 
adhere, without change or inrestigation, to the ancient 
pr^udices and practices of snperatition. 

We heard from thegentleman inthe Full dress, of alittle 
lonely lakein the ndghbourhood, into which three or four 
waterfnlls cast themselvcB from high rocks: we would 
gladly have riuted it. Willingly would we hare paused 
also in order to get by heart, as it were, the surround- 
ing scene: but I was hurried on by my destiny, which 
required either that I should see the most wonderful 
objects in nature and in art in rapid Bucceesion, and 
as if in a dreani) or not at all ; I thaukfully diose the 
former alternative ; because, although no one will af- 
firm that a man may see Rome fully in a week, yet 
no one will deny that, even in a. week, more may be 
seen than if the traTcller never sets his foot within the 
eternal c'lty. 

We walked slowly up the mountain ; it is wild and 
ateep: and reached at noon a little inn in a desert of 
rocks. The people leave this inhospitable place in 
the winter. We quenched our thirst with wine and 
water, and reposed ourselves for a short time in a dis- 
mal room, which had been the theatre of a barbarous 
murder, when all the family were out except a girl : 
sh« was slain by three Italian soldiers. They wen not 
punished ; a fact by no means ^editable to the govern- 
ment. If the number of the wretclies was known, 
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that they were Itoliaiu and soldtera, surely all the reit. 
might have been t^KOvered. All men, whilst they 
join ID execrating moastera capable of such deeds, 
must biame the lukewarmness of a cooceited govern- 
ment, which neglected to bring the murderous ravisbers 
to punishmoiL 

Here we found a pedestriau who was returning lu»ue, 
a professor of Soleure; he kindly promised to show 
his most ancient and interestiDg city to such of our 
pwty as should visit iL After some more climbing, and 
having passed a lake, and found a mass of snow by 
the side of it, we reached the top of the Gemmi. The 
desert is steep, almost perpendicular ; we saw Leuker- 
badbelowjit seoned as if we could have jiunped down 
into the town. 

It is a surprising thing that any road has been made 
on Uie side of so steep a mouotain. The traverses are 
not cut like steps on the side of the moontun, as at 
other paases; they are actually hollowed, like caves, (tut 
of the precipices ; yon pass, therefore, directly below 
the Tock upou which you have walked before, and 
which hangs over your head ; and you descend thus 
many times in succession, in the same perpendicular 
plane, as in the stair-^case of a hi>ui& They say that 
mules travel this way ; it is almost DeceBSBry to see 
them in order to believe it, The mountains are of 
ilate, and of picturesque forms ; but slate waots the 
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beauty, the solidity, the durability, the eternity of 
granite. 

Out guide kept his little dog all the day in a striog, 
that he might not chace the hares. The gome is the 
property of the goTerument ; and if the dog were to 
kill one, his master would be fined : had the dog b«ai 
at liberty, there would not have been much reason to 
fear the consequences, because hares are eztremdy 
scarce ; and if they were not, the poor animal did not 
appear to bare those killing ways that would make 
them BO. 

We had laughed at Blotzh^m for saying in bis Guide* 
book that we should hear no other sounds than the 
howling of wolves ; however, when we came to Leuker- 
bad, we saw the skins of thirteen wolves that had been 
kitted in the neighbourhood, stuffed with straw, and 
hanging under the projecting eaves of a house. 

The season for bathing being over, we found that 
the principal inn was shut: we went to a smaller hotel 
called La Croix, which is a filthy place; the people 
were civil, but the dinner and wine were detestable. 
We bathed in the warm bath. It was comfortable and 
uncomfortable ; that is to say, after extreme fatigae 
and heat, the warm water was pleasant ; but a common 
bath and a common dressing-room are always odious. 
When the water rises at the fountain, it is so hot that 
the hand cannot bear it; but when it has been some 
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time ID the bath, the temperature is agreeable. Men 
and women bathe together : from the long list of SneS) 
it Bhould Beem that the visitors are not remarkably de- 
licate. They are oddly apportioned : for bathing 
without a shirt or shift the fine is -two franca; but for 
talking on rdigious subjects in the bath, it is ten 
francs. 

We chatted with a good-loolung girl, who was 
at supper. She wore the Valusine hat: a pretty 
* little straw hat, with a low crown aod broad brinii 
trimmed round the crown with ribbands, and worn 
OD one mde. She spoke with great glee of the plea- 
sures uf the bath. She said that people remain in 
it for eight hours; that they go there at a very early 
hour, breakiast in the water, placing the cups and 
plates upon a board which floats before them, and 
serves for a table. That a &vourite pastinie, which 
was prohibited by a fine that was not always exacted, 
was the squirting water at each other. She showed n^ 
how to place three fingers of the one hand t<^;etber, lo 
as to make a little hole, through which, by pressing 
both hands together, the water was squirted out. In 
discussing the proper mode of uiriug an e^ in tea, as 
a substitute for milk, a stranger betrayed himself to 
be a stray apothecary, by saying, fenuliorly, in these 
wilds, "Make an electuary." 
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ThubsdaT, Sbptshbbr 32. — It niioed heavily in 
tbe night. Mademoiselle in the Valaiuue bat was 
hunying to church, it b^ng; the feast of St, Manrice ; 
but she came iato the room to be admired by dayhght, 
u we were at breaLiast We asked whether she liked 
tbe church as well as the bath ? She answered, iogenu' 
onalyi " No." Whether they squirted water there? 
"Yes; but in quite a different &shioD." 

In the rain, with pinching newshoeaand in a stewing 
heat, I walked with my two compamons to Leuk. It 
is an ugly little town, but well situated on a hill. 1 
sawfor the first time father Rhone, and duly saluted 
faim ; here his waters are white, and he lays waste the 
fields far and near. We got a rude char at Leuk, and 
the most inefficient horse I ever saw. The drirer for- 
got his whip, and we could not get a good stick ; 
there was no bard wood, nothing but pinesi which 
broke in pieces at the first emphatic stroke ; but we 
found In the carriage a large str^, which we fastened 
at the end of a stick and made a kind of whip; with 
this we smacked and thwacked him, and made faim kick 
up his heels, and then run for two or three feet. At 
last, by the perseverance and incredible exertion of 
the crew, we reached Sion. In the way, we robbed a 
vin^ard of some fine grapes, which were not quite 
ripe; we bought some others of a woman that were 
excellent. They deceive us who say that no good. 
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grapes can be grown except in the hot-houBe. To the 
taste the grape seemi not to contiun much more sugar 
than other fruits; we must jndge of it from the sticki- 
ness it imparts to the fingersi wbea as ripe as those 
which we purchased. 

I saw for the first time some women riding astride; 
I cannot think that the back of a hor«e im a fit place 
for a woman, mc^ certainly not when riding astride; 
one was a pretty girl, and had a sweet modest look ; 
but I was sorry to see her delicate litUe feet hanging 
down, one oq each side of the saddle. 

At Sion we had Anner, and some detestable muscatel 
wine; this was not fair in a country where such fine 
grapes are grown. We procured a better carriage, 
and continued our joamey, for the greater part of the 
my, through the cold and dark. I heard at a village 
on the way such sweet-sounding and pretty bells, that 
every one who hears than inust wish that they were the 
beUa of Ids own parish^church. The weather hud 
cleared up at Leuk, and the evening was beanttful. 
We wanned and refreshed ourselves with some coffee, 
some fine honey-comb, and some mote grapes, at the 
Tower at Martigny; and obserringthatan Italian lady, 
not very old, had entered in the book her owa name, 
that of her daughter, and a young man, as her secre- 
tary, we were wicked enough to laugh at the entry ; at 
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the private secretary, e seeretit—^t Mr. Secretary for 
the home department. 

Friday, Seftehber 33. — At half-past aght we 
mounted three mules, and rode slowly through the 
pleasant valley of the Drance, on a beautiful morning, 
to Alleve, where we dined well, and washed down some 
thrushes with wine of Yvome. A short distance from 
Alleve, we saw a fine eagle soaring below us ; and un- 
less we were decdved by the magnitude of surroUDding 
objects, it was near enough to be within shot. In va- 
rious ports of the Valds we met with wooden crosses, 
not small and symbolical, but sufficiently large and 
strong to serve for the execution of the hypocritical 
rascals who erected th«an. They are all dated ; the 
time of thdr erection is within these few years; some 
of them are ornamented with a thing like a piece of a 
door-mat; tiiey are th€ work of a set of worthless, re. 
morseless rufliaus, who, like our ranting methodists, 
preach fanaticism, and eat up the poor. 

In the dining room at Alleve was framed a paper 
printed in the manner of a play-bill, iu large, lai^r, 
and lat^est letters, which contained some of the blas- 
phemous stuff of these wretches. In the largest letters 
were these words: "Vdll^ continuellement ! Priez 
sans cesse ! " In order to try the temper of the mcud- 
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wrvant, they were parodied thus in her presence: 
"Mangez continueltement ! Burcz saus cessel Em- 
brassez ccintjaa^onent ! Baiiez sens cease!" She 
was so much entertained at this, that she was obliged 
to leave the room to have her laugh out. She at least 
bad escaped the contagion. Aft^ two hours of re- 
pose we mounted our mules, and continued our ascent : 
the country soon became steep, rockyi and dreary. 
For the last hour and a half the cold was intense ; the 
icy n<»th wind pierced to our bones. I took my frozen 
feet out of the stirrups to reanimate themi and warmed 
my hands in my bosom. 

When we reached the convent of St. Bernard at half- 
past five, we found that the snow had covered the stones 
and wood, wluch had been brought for eularging the 
building, aud rating it a story ; it had whitened the 
wood-heap ; and in mounting the steps at the door, our 
cold feet trod upon the fresh snow. We were conducted, 
trembling with cold, to three dreary bed-rooms, but 
we soon returned to the refectory, where was a stove. 
We conversed with two ot three of the monks respect- 
ing the last gossip of the newspapers. One of them 
kept repeating some cowardly stuff about Ferdinand 
of Spain ; and attempted to justify him for breaking 
bis promises, because they were extorted under fear of 
death; and he often s^d, "If I were in fear of my 
life I would promise any thing, or do anything." These 
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holy men appeared to t»ke great interest in Ferdinaod. 
The lore of life is a strange thing ; tbe life of a monk, 
and of a monk who is condemned to live in this fiigfat- 
ful waste, appears so precious in his own Eyes, that it 
ought to be preserred, not only at any honest price, 
but at the price of any baseness. 

At half-past nx supper was served ; it was a meagre 
day ; and meagre, most meagre, and truly lean, was 
tbe supper ; that it was scanty and bad, the utoation, 
poverty, or a taste for s^ritual food alone, will be a 
■ufiicient excuse; but notUng can excuse tbe abomi- 
nable filthiness that made every thing ghastly. In 
justice to the disinterested sobriety of the society, I 
must add that tbe wine was by far the most vile I ever 
tasted. There were no strangers but onrselves; tbe 
table was filled by a number of dull, dirty bretiuen; 
all but two or three were extremely young. They 
were very civil, and offered memedidnefor mycough, 
which I declined; for I felt assured that, if to be nau- 
seous is to be healing, their kitchen physic alone would 
bring healdi, and f>"' w''»e was the elijtir of life and 
immortdity. 

Saturday, September 24. — I was aw^ened at 
MX o'clock by the organ, and by voices nnging in the 
church; these services are always interesting, and 1 
should have been glad to have been present at them in 
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such a remarkable place; but before I had dreMed 
myself all was hushed. I met my companioas in the 
refectory: we were anunated by a common desire to 
quit tJiis dreary spot. After an iodifferoit bieakikst, 
ve entreated one of the monks to show us the wonders. 
He conducted US to the church; we saw thov, in the 
room of one of. the ude altarsi the monument of 
Desux; it haa been too much praised. The monk 
spoke of it with a tone and look, as if he would like 
to remove it, and to restore the altar. . 

We saw five large dogia; these celebrated animals 
are not Uke Newfoundland dogs, or the dog which is 
stuffed in . the museum of natural histoiy at Bern, a 
predecessor of the present kennel, but they resemble 
lai^ m&stjfis; they are exactly like lionesses, but 
were very tame, and were pleased with attention, and 
by some of the party putting their hands into th^ 
mouths, and they did not abuse this piece of con- 
fidence. We peeped into the dead-house; an out- 
bouae, in which the bodies of persons who die here are 
placed ; . they are frozeoi and consequently do not de- 
cay, but they are not in good preservation : not to be 
compared with those in the vault at the Kreutzberg ' 
near Bonn. Tliey were not very offensive; indeed I 
thought that the dead were mach less disagreeable 
than the living members of this institution. 

When we returned to the refectory, I asked a greasy 
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youth, who was pretending to read a book in Latini 
which was entitled a Sum of Theology, (but it treated 
of the canon law, and chiefly of testaments,) to show 
me the library. He said that the libration was not at 
borne: that the key could not be found. I had heard 
that there are scune Roman antiquities in the library, 
but I bdiere nothing of importance. We advanced 
with reluctance a few yards, such was our impatience 
to be gone, to look at the gloomy building, at the 
dreary Tarn oe lake, in which no "Bsb will live, which 
is frozen the greatest part of the year, and even covered 
with an immense mass of snow ; at the snowy rocks 
and desolation. It is a dead nature; a skeleton com- 
pared to a hving body: the dead-house of the world 
contrasted widi an assembly of the young and beanti- 
fn). I am inclined to tliink that this institution is a 
piece of religious quackery. Tbe accounts they gave 
of perso&H saved were vague, aod savoured of the tales 
in the breviary ; whatever was eftected was done, not 
by the monks, but by the servant of tbe convent. 
He with his dogs sought for trav^ers ; and if he as- 
eisted any one, the monks cheerfully took upon them- 
selves the credit, or at most sung a psalm of thanks-' 
giving in the chapel, or by the fireside. If a few lives 
are really saved, it is good; but this good might be 
done by a few peasants ; by a fifth part of the number, 
at a fiftietii part of tbe expense, and with a five hun- 
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dredth part of the fuss. The brave peasants trould be 
ill better heart toOt and better able to withstand the 
cold, as they could be kept warm at night by their 
wivea, and would not be constrained to live in unoatural 
society. The laudatory stuff that travellers, English 
and French, write in the book, which the talfaers keep 
for the purpose, is most di^usting; The world might 
be searched in vmn for a collection of nonsense equally 
aauseouB. Having paid liberally for our scurvy enter- 
tainment, we mounted our mulesat half-past eight, and 
with j ay descended the steep and stony path. We had 
eaten all the thruehea at AUeve the day before; but a 
bottle of Vvornc was peculiarly acceptable after t^ 
potations which the holy men had indulged us with in 
the upper air. After dinner we saw at the door of the 
inn an old capuchin; he looked like an old mountain 
goat. The people seemed not indispoaed to. laugh at 
his hairy reverence. 

We reached Martigny at six ; I was not sorry to dis- 
mount. It is inconceivable how any creature that 
walked (in a trot all things are possible) could be so 
uneasy as my mule. It must have come into the 
world for a great end, and was doubtless produced to 
fulfil some ancient prophecy of the country ; the beast 
must have been long foretold, and predicted in the 
olden time. His name shall be called the Wrench, 
and he shall be the aversion of all nations. I consoled 
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mytAt, however, as I was jolted along, with the f&- 
flectkn, tbat at wont, they can only split a man in 
two, Uke a walnnt. If I had an enemy, which, thank 
heaven) I hare not, I wontd have him ride this mule 
for a qnartcT (J an hMir or tweaty minutes. The editor 
cif the Jcdin Bull, for his execrable attacks upon 
wotnar, onght to be condemned to ride him &t ever- 
more, about tJie roads and lanes of purgatoiy. 

The raule tiptwidwbmding, it was a great rdief and 
eonsdation to exchange gradnally the stern borron of 
tibe monung far cbeerAil nature and the geiual warmth 
ef a lovdy evening; naked granite rock, without any 
perceptible traces of vegetation, for woods and mea- 
dows ; to descend from ulence and death to the songs 
of birds, and the humming of insects, and to life; to 
have quitted in the morning etoroal ice and freshly- 
fellen snow, and to find in the evening trees bowed 
down with apples and pears, and vines covered with 
ripe grapes ; nor were we displeased to observe that the 
clouds were in thdr proper places, not beneath our feet, 
but floating lugh above our heads. We r^reshed onr- 
selves with cofiee and the same accompaniments as on 
Thursday night ; and, having planned the operations 
of the mc»Tow, we were glad to sleep away our fetigue 
in a less unkind temperature, and a. less fetid atrao- 
Bphere. 
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Sdkbay, September 25. — thving acconplithed 
die prophecy, I diacarded the Wreoch, and procured' 
another mtile. Oar fvrty climbed a iteep hill, on the 
aide af which I remariEed, tor the fint ttme* native 
larcbes ; the yovng ones were grewiag from the old 
stools ; the old were fine picturesque trees. Here i 
also observed two shepherdetses; one held the attier'a 
head ou her Icneest and was buned in searcMng it. 
. From their serious, determined air, I suepected that 
it was a war of exterminatioRt and thftt they gave no 
quarter. The rond by the T^te Noire is very fine. The 
mules were not permitted to pass the (Wtntier, became 
there was an infectious disease amongst them. In the 
fint book of the Iliad, it is said that the [riague, which 
Apollo sent upon the Greeks, to avenge the wrongs of 
bis prophet Chryses, first attacked the mules: 

"On mules and dogs the iafectian fint began ; 
And lut ths veDgefuI uraws liz'd ia mm." 

— if the mules, and not the guards, were the first 
victims — for this appears to have been a doubt io the 
time of Aristotle, which he thus expresses in his Poetics: 
Ta St jrpoe njc \tXtv ipvvTa tu tuAutti^ ii#y, yXwrry 

Oupqoc fitv irpiiirof. 
Imtft yap tt r»c tt/uoves X<yu, oXXa ths ^vXaKO;. 

The critic could not comprehend how the moles 
could be aiore subject to the pestilence, and sooner af- 
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fected by it than the men ; he conjectures, therefore, 
that the vord apijat Bigmfies, not mules, but guards 
and personi on the oatpoatSi or " nightly sentinels," 
referring, most probably, to a verse iu the tenth Iliad, 

Seek'n thoa mbm fiiend, oi nightlf lendnel 1 
Hi Tiv' spijuv tiitiiuvot, ij Ttv Jrtupaiv ■ 

However it may have been in the time of the Trojan 
war; an iufectiousdisease had this summer seized upon 
the mules, without advancing upon men, or even upon 
dogs, whether they were white, idle, or swift, or had 
two, or even all three, of these qualities. 

Having left our mules at the frontier, in obedience 
to the quanmtine laws, we carried our knapsacks our- 
adves to the village of Valorsine, where we procured 
some milk ; whilst we were drinking it at the door of a 
cottage, the people gathered round us through cu- 
rionty. We entered into conversation with them, and 
asked some w<mien in jest to carry our knapsacks, and we 
fastenedthem upon the backs of three pretty g^rla, who 
took us at our w<m^, and carried them in good earnest 
to Chamouni. The day was very hot, and our female 
guides walked very fast ; it created some sensation in all 
die villages through which we passed, to see three foregn 
gentlemen and three pretty girls in their Sunday clothes 
carrying their knapsacks. We had some conversation 
with our fair companions about their families and OC' 
cupatiouB, and tlie news of the village ; and concerning 
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Ibe priest, wht^ they said, played the tyrant aadly, and 
domineered over them; and who would not permit 
theta to near bonnets, orfinery of anysort, ortodance. 
When we reached Chamounii oar new mode of tiavellii^ 
caneed much ostoni^ment and many inquiries : the 
consequential gentlemen who condescend to officiate as 
regular guides, did not reUsh this irregntar inteifecence 
with their functions; and as soon as ouf backs were 
turned, they packed off the three chaste Valorunians 
withafleain theirrespectifeearsias thesayiDgis. Nor 
did my fiur countrywomen judge charitably, orercn 
j nstly, of the proceeding ; they passed severe censures 
on it, and lectured away to the right and to the left, 
for the remainder of the day : one of them said, that 
the women of the country would do any thing for 
jnoney ; tliat, if they were pud, they would carry us 
like mules, which appeared to me neither improbable 
nor impoanble. The untple Swiss people, as tbey call 
themselves, are the most mercenary of mankind. 

We dined tolerably well at a large table d'hdte: we ■ 
had some of .the flesh of the chamois, which, perhajn, 
when in a proper state and well dressed, may be ^;Fee- 
able food; this specimen had been kept too long, and 
bad been steeped in vinegar ; and to my taste was not 
good. . I had ranch conversation with a PoUsh gentle- 
man, who told me that his countrymen are fond of 
flowers and of gardening; that I should find many 
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good greenhouses and English gardens at Wanaw ; (I 
thought that I should never go there to look for theui) 
that our popular works hare been translated into the 
Polkh language; that they have also some ori^nd 
compositions; especially a tragedy, irluch is greatiy 
esteemed. I made many fruitless attempts to oatch the 
nam& I was so happy as to find some English (rifinds, 
and to enjoy in the evening the greatest of all luxunei, 
plenty of good tea made by English ladies. It was* 
clear moon-light night : the view of the snowy mouD- . 
tains, and of thar king, Mont Blanc, was an imposlDg ^ 
spectacle. 

MoMDAY> September 26. — I walked up the ralley 
to the Sonrces of the Arreron ; the nrer rises under a 
glacier. Ihadalteady seentbeHunethii^^oatheSastcn; ' 
the river wbdch flows through the valley of Mqnnngei^ 
issues from beneath the glacier called the Steineib 
I should have been much struck with the Sources; Dk 
Arveron and the glacier here are somewhat larger than 
the other river and the Stdnen; but they are exsig^e. 
fated to such a flagrant excess in deacriptioBs and <riews» 
that the reality of course fidia lar short of the expec- 
tation; and it is uufortauately not only iu this respect 
that the gratificaticm of strangers is poisoned at those 
places wluch are regulariy oi^uized as shows ; f^r the 
«i«itor is not pemutted by the toimeat of guides to ck- 
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ai&ine in peace, and to mt^e his own caloi reflection* 
on what be sees. We had etcaped tb« toacated igtuv 
ranee of guidei by setting out alone ; but when we 
pftBsed througb tbe viU^e near tbe Soarces, ne were 
aaeailed by trM^ of childrei^ boys siid ^ila ; and in 
•irite of all we could eay or do, they followed ua, and 
kept urging continually tbeir ncuy pietconona to con- 
dvct ua: it appears to me that tbe first idea whi«^ 
entera the head of a yoqng SwiMi u, how be ahall be- 
come a mercenary, in what mannei be shall let himaelf 
' Jbc hire. After we had contemplated the risiog <^ the 
ArverMi, my coaipanioa declared that be was iatigned 
and could do no more that day. 

I was anxiou* so ascoid Mootanvcrt; two littk 
l^ik of ten or eleven years of age inuated on showing 
Be (he way ; we bc^aa to climb the ude of the mon^ 
4mu; tbe^ tormoited dm so much, that I fom propcaed 
a oontiact wlucb is not unfrequeatly made vdth feoialea 
of a more advant^ age ; 1 begged them to tell me 
ham much they wonld take to go away and leave me to 
nysdtf; tb^ were *ot UDMMOtwble in thnr dentondt ,- 
-I pawl tticm the sum required, they wished me a good 
day* and ran boDte. I eontinued to climb the moan- 
tuB by a path where persons often descend, bnt where 
BO oae att^npts to asoead ; the heat was intense, the 
snn diene upon the nde of the momttaio with prodi- 
gimis foTOe; it was bo steep thiU I bad the greatest 
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difficulty in advancii^ ; at last, with kifiaite trouble 
and fatigue, I completed my arduous euterprise; I got 
into tbe usual roadi and soon aftertrarde came to the 
ch&let. 1 found a pedetttian on his return from tbe 
Garden ; he was looking over the book o{ names for 
an illustrious inscriptioD, which be could not find; and 
refreshing iumself with some wood-strawbenies, wluch 
be bruised with sugar, and poured water upon them; 
1. followed lus example, and quench^ my thirst after 
my enormous efforts. 

I then descended upon the Sea of Ice, the Mer de 
GlacC) and advanced as far upon it as time would al- 
low; the cracks and fisaurest many yards in depth, 
show the vast tUckness of ^ snow ; such a prodigious 
accumulation is really wonderful : the uneven surfitce 
resembles waves, but as. tbe whole is a Hl<^tng mass 
between two mount^ns, the name. Sea of Ice, ip not 
well chosen, wMcb is only applicable to a pIbjdt and 
not to the side of a hilt, however extenure. I r^retted 
that I could not continue my walk to what is called 
tbe Garden, a green spot, in ^ring adorned with 
Alpine flowers, in the midst of a desert of snow; but 
the day was drawing toa close : as my companions had 
not known th^r own minds, I had not set out until 
late; I was ctnupelled therefore, with reluctance, to 
return. I was so much fatigued by climbing the steep 
path, that I could hardly keep my feet. I r^nrned 
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to Chamouni by the usual road by nhich the mules 
ascend ; and arrived in the dusk, at the concluBioH of 
dinoer, to the great joy of my companions, who begui 
to doubt conceming my safety. 

The Swiss scenery is without doubt wonderful, but 
too vast to be beautiful; the naked rocks suggest no 
other ideas than those of misery and- desolation, as - 
well ae the valleys wasted by the fury of the torrents ; 
there are no other trees than the gigantic pines ; thdr 
colour !a not cheerfuli their forms are ugly, and many 
being broken or prostrated by the avalanches, present 
a picture of terror and ruin. 

TUGSDAT, September 97. — We would gladly liave 
made the tour of Mont Blanc ; we would have seen the 
White Mountain on the south side, where I am told 
it is lees white and more precipitous, and we would 
havevisited the interesting city of Aosta; but the season 
was late, and my short time was to be devoted to ob- 
jects of still greater importance. 

That we might see as much of Mont Blanc as pos- 
sible, we agreed to asceud the Brevent. One of our 
party was disabled by a severe cold, the baron and 
myself mounted mules, and with a guide we com- 
menced our upward journey. 

I found the ascent so steep that I quitted my mule, 
and ccmtinued my course as quickly and more plesn- 
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eantly on foot. Some men passed us who were going 
to hunt marmots in these mountains. At a cfa&let we 
were obliged to leaTe the mules, as the rest of the 
mountun JB so steep that it can only be climbed on 
foot; my companion did not feel equal to such an ex- 
ertion) he thereibre. promited to wait for me at the 
cfa&let. I was unwilling to retum* having executed 
half only of what I had proposed ; I accordingly con- 
tinaed the ascent with the guide. The remainder of 
the way is excessively steep — in many places difficuHi 
eonoisting of crumbling earth, of loose or precifutous 
rocks; the granite slate is surprisingly hard, so sharp 
and so sonorous, that it is almost metallic. The sum- 
mit of the mountain is gained by two narrow and 
neatly perpendicular passages, very aptiy named the 
Chimneys ; they are by no means easy of ascent, and 
have at least the appearance of dai^r. I descended 
to the ch&let with as moch difficulty as I had experi- 
enced in ascending ; and I consoled my friend for bis 
tedious delay and long expectation, by assuring him, 
that tiiere was little more to be seen where I had been, 
thsui from the point where he had rranained. We re- 
tained slowly by the same rocky road; the day was 
not ferourable on thewltole; yet it was sufficiently 
clear by snatches to convincens, that, on the finest day* 
the view of Mont Blanc from the summit is not worth 
the high price of this most fetiguing expedition. A 
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better aight of the alopiog fields of snow near the sum- 
mit, and indeed of the whole mountain, may be had 
from the Brerent, than below in the valley ; but the 
game object, as 1 afterwards discovered, may be at- 
tained not only moie conveniently, but also more ef- 
fectually, by goii^ to » greater distance from the foot 
of Mont Blanc. 

Id every part of Stvitzerlaiid ycm see fiue children. 
As we returned to Chamoum, weobserred, on entering 
the vil)^^ a family of five — so faaikUome, so healthy, 
with such an intelligent and honeat look, that it was 
impossible ncA to covet them; webothagreed in think- 
iog that goodly array, if the means of maintaining 
them in tolerable comfort were not wanting, was a 
most envifd>le possesion. It is asoal with English 
travellers to publish in th^c work*, or to leave behind 
them in the books at the ioos, extrantgant panegyric* 
«n their guides; of Uie guides of others I cannot pr^ 
tendtojudge; but concemii^ the persons who coiw 
ducted mei I was often disposed to think, that it would 
be extrraoely difficult to find more ignorant or niore 
conceited blockheads. 

WBBSKSDky, Septemsbb 28 — ^We left Chamouv 
in a char, passing and observing the fine glacier of 
Bossoos ; in some parts the road was rough and bad, 
but in general it was good. We rode through a country 
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which was always iileaaaat — in some places beautiAil, 
especially where the valley is narrow, jnst before we 
crossed the river, near the village of Servoz, and where 
we saw a pretty little animal run up a tree, the black 
squirrel ; it is a variety of the commou squirrel. We 
were glad to find the vine again, and we were not sorry 
that the grapes were ripe. The Arve. is mischievous, 
it.will not flowquietlyinitsbed; itswaterSf therefore, 
waste the valley. 

At St. Martin we bad a good dinner in a comfortable 
inn. The view of Mont Blanc from the bridge is cele- 
hrated, and is really fine, much better than from Cha- 
mouni, which is not sufficiently distant to allow the 
higher parts to be seen advantt^eously ; here the top, 
or eirtte, is well defined, and the peculiar and charac- 
teristic form of the mountain is marked out, so as to 
afford a good profile. When the whole of what is 
usually white is tinged of a delicate rosecolour, which 
is the case at sunset and for some time after, and as 
the shades of evening prevail, the parts which are thus 
hghted up gTsdually diminish upwards, until the 
highest topis alone pink, and at last even that ceases 
to reflect the departed sun — the spectacle is not less 
remarkable than lovely. We were so fortunate as to 
enjoy a serene and cloudless evening, and we watched 
the changes from the bridge with much pleasure. As 
we stood gazing upon the mountain, it was impossible 
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not to feel and to express some desire to ascend it, or 
at least to climb, until it became difficult and painful 
to advance further, if it were only to obtain a clear 
idea of the impediments which are found, and of the 
great distance : yet it would be an useless laboiir, un- 
necessary fatigue, andarisk, witboutobject, of falling 
into a chasm of ice, or of breaking a limb : the honour 
of having stood on the top is only desirable for those 
who cannot hope to obtain celebnty in any other way ; 
aad as several adventurous persons reach the summit 
every summer, there are so many sharers in the glory, 
that when it comes to be divided, the portion of each 
is but small. 

For the first daring adventurers we feel respect, and 
read their narratives with pleasure and interest: every 
one is familiar with the stories of former failures; hew 
the guide, James Balma, who had made the attempt 
with several of bis companions, by the accideiit of 
being benighted alone more than twelve thousand feet 
above the level of the sea, was able to approach nearer 
than any of his percursors ; bow from extreme fatigue 
and intense cold he suffered a severeindisposition; how 
he was restored to health by Dr. Paccard, and in grati- 
tude to his physician he conducted him to the summit 
of Mont Blanc ; that at six in the afternoon of 
Tuesday the 8th of August, in the year 1786, Ibey 
triumphed ; and these two persons trod on a spot of 
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ground vhidi no one had trodden before, even on the 
graiutic top of Mont Bl&nc, The next year, as is well 
knowUi H«nneur De Sauasnre, with s large body of 
goides and with philoeoplucal instrunients, mode a 
snoccMful and sdentitic viat to the summit. The 
narrative of hiB aacent is replete with interest. One 
of the most striking of his observations is, that be re- 
marked on the summit two batterflies on the wing. 
I^tese winged catErpillarB> which seran ' formed to pass 
only from fiowerto Sower iDgardensand sunny valleys, 
can fly fearlessly in pursuit of their loves over the 
loftiest mountain peaks and amongst etesiMl hiows, 
that are haunted only by the ibex and the chamoas, 
and can descend again to revel amongst nature's 
ch(ucest delicacies, in sweet scenes that the mountain 
herds dare not Ti sit : so well have the wise ancients chosen 
diis volatile insect as a fit emblem for the soul <^ man. 
We had walked to Salenche ; it is a gloomy old town 
— the houses are remarkable; at the top of the in- 
habited floors, and immediately under the roof, is a 
lai^ lof^y space, open at the sides like a hay-bam, 
where they stow bay, straw, and wood, and hang 
clothes to dry; it must be a great convenience, espe- 
cially in a rainy cUmate. We found the cathedral open, 
ai>d walked in ; it is a barbarous, strange, half-hand- 
HMDish building, with a wooden floor. 
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Thvrsdit, Septenieb 39.-^ We were dowly 
dr^ged in our diar through a pleasant country, still 
following the unruly Arve as he goes to join his waters 
with the m<M% unruly Rhone. Near Magland, and 
new the road, is a cascade; we gae«d a short time at 
the water &lling from an overhanging and lofty roclc. 
We rennined some time at Bonnevitle to rest our 
horgeB; we could not find any ngbts, and ranembertbe 
dull little town only as having recd.ved us inhospitably 
with a bad dinner and crude muddy wine. 

The Swiss use tin much externally for spouts and all 
the purposes to wUch we apf^y lead ; I presume it is 
cheaper, it is "certainly inach l^hter. We saw the 
spires of village churches covered with this meUl, that 
is, with the thin plates of iron oovered with tin of which 
o«r tea-kettles are constructed : they are not ugly, and 
when the sim shines upon the metal, its lustxe may be 
seen a great way. They illurtrate the discovery of a 
learned German mathematiciai), who by having mir- 
rors placed so as to reflect the light of the sun, can 
see the illumined object at an incredible distance; and 
by this device the plulosopber fecilitates his trigooonte- 
tricftl survf^s. Tin plate ismachnsed tooover boild- 
iDgs in Canada, and particularly at Quebec. 

I bed heard Geneva vehemently abased m a city ; in 
driving through the streets I found them better than I 
had expected. Some foolish people at the gate «9lied 
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SecheroD, nbere we found that oar baggage had been 
duly sent from Bern; and I procured a room, from 
which I could contemplate the lovely Leman Lake, and 
view Mont Blanc, which I now looked upon as an old 
friend, for travellers soon make acquaintancea and 
form intimacies. I pleased myself also with the re- 
flection, that I should now enjoy, a few days of at least 
comparative repose, for in truth, 1 was weary of chmb- 
ing mountains. 

FsiDA Y, Septehbeh SO.— After breakfast I walked 
to Geneva to inquire for my letters ; this was one of 
my points of communication with England: there is 
always at least as much pain as pleasure iu receiving 
letters, especially when at a distance from home ; and 
I was full of apprehension kst I should be awaked 
from the immediate cares of savage life to the more 
remote cares of civilized society ; lest the thread of my 
travels should be abruptly snapped ; lest I should be 
recalled to resume the ordinary duties and occupations 
of life. As a member of the community, a dtizen 
of one's native land, anxieties are various, extensive, 
and complicated; as a stranger in a foragi) and wild 
country, they are simple, whetiiera bed and food are 
to be procured ; whether the sun will scorch, whether 
the rain will wet, or the cold annoy. It was a great 
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satisfaction to r«ad that all were well, and that notlun^ 
had occurred that could interrupt my^ plans, 

I found the city of Geneva tolerably stirring, and I 
saw some pretty, smiling girls in the ghopti. An old 
traTeller writes: " The conversation of the ladies is no 
where so innocent and improving as at Geneva." If 
this remark be correct, it is no small recommendation 
to the place. The same traveller writes also: " Cieneva 
has some peculiar ordinances coiiceroing matrimony.^ 
A woman of forty years of age cannot many a man 
who is ten years younger than herself: if above forty, 
her choice is confined to five years younger. A man 
above sixty is not to marry a woman who is not at least 
abore half that age. A widow must remain such mz 
months before she can alter her condition. In this 
point a van is not limited to any particular time ; but, 
however, he is enjoined to wait a reasonable time, with 
this singular addition, which is not found in other laws ; 
• Taut pour obvier au ecandale, que pour montrer 
qu'il a senti la main de Dieu : ' i. e. Both to obviate 
scandal, and to diow that he hath felt the hand of God." 
The ingenious traveller does not inform us how long or 
how short a time was then considered reasonable ; or 
what would have been the effect of a certificate under 
the hand and seal of the widower, declaring solemnly, 
that he was very happy with hie late wife, and that 
he felt her loss as the severe affliction of a chastening 
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hand. It u imposMble to doubt that such a docu- 
ment would have obviated much of the scandal) 
wfaidt would otherwise have accrued from an early 
second marriage. Whatever majr be the shackles that 
love is still doomed to wear at Geneva, it is certainly 
free as to these points; and an old lady, if 8hecan,may 
marry a boy with impunity. 

The arcades of wood, which reach to the top of the 
houses, are peculiar, aud have a good effect; they are 
less gloomy than the stone arches at Bern, and advance 
much farther into the street ; in rain they are conve- 
nient, as I esperienced ; but this Arcadia must make 
the houses dull. Many shops are kept by females; by 
Julie this. La Veuve that, Les Sceurs the other. 

I called on many persons to whom I hod letters of 
introduction, and recdved various civilities; I found 
one inganouB person in the act of reading tbe seventh 
and last nomber of the Westminster Review: the 
spirit of that work cannot be displeaMng to the free 
citizens of a repubhcan government. 

There is a spot at a short distance from this city 
wlucb affords interesting and melancholy recollections, 
and serves to make of universal application, and to 
take away all exceptions from an observation of a Greek 
and a soldier, which in the fourth century was at least 
extennvely applicable. The Pagan historian, Am- 
mianuB MarcellinuBi says: "No wild beasts are such 
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enemiea to maa, as the greater part of ChristiBiu are 
deadly to one another."— "Nullas infestas hominibua 
bestias, ut sunt sibi feralee pleric[ue Christianorum." 
— Lib. ii. c. 5> I mean the tpot where the unfortunate 
Spanish physician, Michael Servetus, was burned alive 
on the 27th of October, in the year 1S53, by the 
stupid and bigoted magistrateB of Geneva, and that 
celebrated reformer and brutal monster John Calvin. 
For the purpose of demonstrating how far the folly and 
wickedness of men have gone, and to deter us from 
being brought back to the same state of degradation in 
which the human mind then was, and to which many 
labour most aasiduoiisly to reduce it, it would be de- 
«rable to rescue from foi^^etfulness the history of the 
transaction, and to show what were the articles of 
accusation Bgtunst this learned persoa ; who, it is said, 
half discovered the circulation of the blood, that is, he 
found that the whole mass of bVood circulates through 
the lungs. I have »ead that the charges were not coo- 
fined to his anti-trinitarian notions, but some of tbem 
were most extraordinary. He had said in the pr^ce 
to his edition of Ptolemy's Gec^raphy, that " Judtea 
has been falsely cried up for beauty, richness, and 
fertility, sines those who have travelled in it have found 
it poor, barren, and utterly devoid of pleasantness." 
They accused him, therefore, of contradicting Moses, 
who has described that country as a land Sowing with 



milk and honey, the glory of all lands. Would the 
furious Calvin have burnt a traveller, who had in- 
cauriously published, that he found the stream of the 
brook Kedron, when it was not dry, was ndther of 
hnney nor of milk, but of water f 

In the evening I asusted at a party in the house of 
an old mmd ; my eager <leBire to see every thing in a 
foreign land had screwed up my courage to this- pitch 
of desperate daring. It wasa close and not unsuccessful 
imitation of an English rout; indeed four-fifths of the 
company were English, women and boys; there were 
many whist tables, and a lai^ party at a round game: 
. it was as dull as any thing of tlie kind could be, even 
in England; and except that the tea was served in 
coffee-cups, (a misapplication of those utensils that 
would have convulsed a body of English tea-drinkers 
with horror,] it was quite perfect. IndiemidBt of these 
calm and pure joys, I was informed that it was near 
eleven; 1 was obliged to run to the gate, and to dis- 
burse three half-peiice for permission to quit the town. 
The liberals wish to knock down the fortifications, 
but the admirers of ancient usages keep them up; 
some inconvenience attends the practice of shutting, 
the gates; yet there is a good in all tilings, and the 
salutary habit of keeping early hours is thus uninten- 
tionally enforced. The taxes in the canton of Geneva 
amount, as I was iiiformed, to about a Napoleon a 
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bead : I presume that peraoDB who often pass the gates 
ID llie eveniDg, ceathbute something more to the exi- 
gencies of the stat& 

Saturday, Octobeb I.-~-WepBssedinany country 
houses in walking by a pleasant road into France. Al- 
though tnany of my foir country-women had assured 
me that there was no pleasure in visiting the house «t 
such a man as Voltairei I felt much pleasure in viewing " 
the apartments of the modern Lucian at Fernqr. I 
was giad to &nd, for the sake of its former owner, 
that the house was handsome, and pleasantly situated 
in an agreeable country, amidst vineyards, gardens, 
and pleasure-grounds. Thp heart of Voltaire, which 
had been placed in an um in lav bed-room, was sacri- 
legiously removed when the estate was sold* so that 
the former part of the inscription, which still remains— 
"SoncoeuT estici, son esprit est partout," is rendered 
£alse: the tatter part is strikingly true ; of no man is 
the spirit BO universally diffused, of no author are the . 
writings so generally known ; wherever French is the 
language of the countiy, if a person be found reading) 
it is always even betting that the book will prove to be 
som$ of the works of Voltaire. Of the books that 
have been printed in France during the last centuryi 
at least one half consists of the productions of tius 
witty and benevolent philosopher. 
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I was glad that my pilgiimage to Femey accidentally 
fell upon a remarkable day, the feast of St. Remy, 
or Remigiug, upon nhich myriads of hecatombs of 
pheasaots are sltun in England in honour of that right 
reverend s^nt^ I shall always be reminded, by the 
eommencement of pheasant shooting, of an agreeable 
excursion. With that miraculous want of taste which 
characterizes those persons, in whom living upon alms 
has extinguished all sense of delicacy, a paper, begging 
for money to build a reformed church, had been im- 
pudently suspended in the very bed-room of Voltaire ; 
the names, or sums, in the book of subscriptions, 
were seldom very flattering to the enterprize. 

In the village of Feruey they were building with 
great alacrity two churches, one Protestant, the other 
CatholiCf almost side by ude; whether in the spirit of 
opposition, or through a mawkish affectation of tole- 
ration, I know uot. I walked back in great baste to 
Geneva, through the city, and to a country-house on 
the opposite side; and my exertions were rewarded by 
arriving at the appointed hour of four, in the right 
humour to appreciate a good dinner; upon which, 
after a short toilette, I made a brilliant attack. 

I am perhaps somewhat prejudiced in ^rour of ad- 
vocates ; but I am of opinion, that the profession of 
the bar abounds in pleasant fellows ; if Geneva con- 
tains no others than the three clever, learned, and 
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liberal persons «rbom I net to-dayi it affordi a etrong- 
confirmation of the justice of this my opiniou. They 
complained much that we still pernrt in coanderii^ 
marris^ in England as a rdigious institution; aod 
assertedt that by treating it as acini inBtitution only, 
all embarraaaments on this subject might be avoided. 
I fear that I made but a weak defence of our English 
notions; hadsomeof onrwelUfedandwdl-paidprdates 
been present, and bad they thoogfat that something 
Was to begotten, or kept, by breaking silence ; for the 
lucreofgainis to their reverences what Thomas Aqninas 

. was to Aristotle ; without Thomas, Aiistotleisdumb: 
"SineThoma, mutus Aristotetet ; " they would have 

' offered a more powerful, or at least a longer and loader 
resistuice^ 

SuHDAY, October 2. — As I passed by one of the 
gates of Geneva, I observed that it waa shut, and 
several carriages were wmti&g; on inquiring why this 
city was thus besieged by chariots and gigs, I was in- 
formed, that it is the custom to close the gates during 
divine service; this strange custom no doubt affords 
an additional reason against demolishiog the fortifi. 
cations for the conservators of ancient UBages, who are 
unwilling to be disturbed by the rattling of wheels 
whilst they sleep in thrar pews or on their benches. I 
was told likewise, but I had no opportunity of witnessing 
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it, that the Swiss Protestantg having rematned an- 
corered daring the prayers, are accustomed to pnt on 
tbdr hats as soon as the preacher commences bis dis- 
course; I do sot disapprove of the discipline of the 
Swiss church io this respect ; but I do not think that 
ifgoes quite far enough; forwhencertfunof my clerical 
friends, whom it would be invidious to name, ascend 
the pnlpit, I would most cheerfully not only put on 
my hat, but I would walk clear away, 

I performed three good leagues on foot, to pay a 
visit at one of the innumerable country-houses tlwt 
are scattered round Geneva; tbese.objects are agreeable 
in themselTcs, and inaten-fold degteeas being certain 
lugns of liberty : the taste for a villa nesr a city is 
natural to man, but it is only in a free country that he 
can indulge it. It is said that in the neighbourhood of 
Madrid not a single house is to be seen; but in 
England and Switzerland, the- fields which surround 
the cities are thickly sown with varied habitations. It 
is worth while to be shut up all the week in a lai^ 
town to have the full enjoyment of the country on a 
Siinday ; I am well aware that this is a most Cockni- 
fied propensity, but it is nevertheless agreeable in the 
indulgence. A man who has a just sense of his own 
dignity, ought to scorn all enjoymeut on the Sabbath ; 
lus sole pleasure ought to connst in having, and in 
showing that he has, no pleasure : and if he would 
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carry penonal propriety to the utmost, be ought to 
pass the Lord's Day utuhaven, uucombed, and'nu- 
washed, because the ploughiuBn. and the weaver are 
cwnparetively clean ou that day. This I freely owu 
U the covenant which a gentleman ought to make with 
himselF; but it is too hard for me; wioA as I could not 
keep it, I wilt not make it. The beat was intense; hvi 
the connliy was so lovely, that I was compensated by 
the eyes for the roasting of my body. The sceneiy 
was not of the painfully picturesque order, which tes- 
tifies only fitorms and hunger ; but gently, sweetly^ 
beautiful, — and bore witness of peace and plenty. 

I reached a country-house near Satigny at one, where 
I was received with estreme hospitality and kiodneas; 
the fiunily were going to dinner, and I had no dislike to 
join in the ceremony : nor was it only a vain ceremony ; 
for my walk had given me the solemn appetite of a 
Censor about to make lustration, to sacrifice the Suove 
taurilio, to eat at the same meal of pork, mutton, and 
beef, for the sake of good manners, and for the benefit 
of the commonwealth. After, the convivial rites had 
been duly performed, we ascended to the Belvedere at ' 
the top of the house, and feasted our eyes with a noble 
and exteneivc prospect : we went down into the gardeUt 
where were many good flowers ; the dahlia is a great 
&vourite in Switzerland: we were delighted ag^n and 
again by the fair aspect of a quince-tree in the orchard 
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w^gbed donn by a eploidid crop; and tbere was a 
medlar equally productive in its wetl-whiskered fruit ; 
and pears and apples inuamerable hung over our keads, 
or lay rotting on the ground in large profusion : a vine- 
yard descended with a gentle slope to the banks of the 
gteen rushing Rhone, the grapes were fully ripe, and 
in thdr utmost beauty and glory. We returned at an 
early hour to Geneva in a coach, which bore not only 
a good store of human being*) but great presents of 
pears and dahlias for the ii^Hbitants of the city. 

MoKDAT) October 3. — Men are happy in exact 
proportion to their self-conceit ; as it is only under a 
lepublican governmeut that self-conceit can attwn its 
full growth, the partisans of democracy found an 
ailment upon this fact for their fevourite mode of 
government, 

I wasamusedatthe pogt-ofHce by an instance of the 
sdf-concdt of the Genevese ; the old poHtmaster vras 
asked by some one, if therewas a post that day. He 
answered: "Yes! Good God! is there a capital in 
Europe from which there is not a post every ^y ? '* 
When the person who had made the oflenuve demand 
was gone, be comforted himself by telling me how 
many posts set out from Geneva. A hungry man 
seeking a joint of meat atSchwyz, when he found that 
he could not have beef, or veal, and asked for muttou. 
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would probably be answered; "Yes! Good God! U 
there a capital in Europe, aucb as London, or Schwyz, 
where they don't kill a sheep every neek?" Great 
governments try to make themselves odious, end are 
uniformly successful ; little govemmeDts attempt tmly 
to make themselves ncUcolous, and seldom fail in nlvit 
they attempt. 

Wewent to see the library ; when you are a hundred 
or a thousand miles from Genera, the Genevese boast 
greatly of th^r public library, and tell you that it 
is very fine ; whea we inquired about it in the city, 
they said it was small ; when we came to the door 
and asked to see it, they said it was the vacation, that 
we could not be admitted: I suppose either it had 
no existence, or it was not fit to be seen. The mu- 
seum of natural history ie pretty; it is chiefly rich in 
birds and insects, especially the latter: there was a 
lai^ elephant stuffed; be had been kept in Geneva 
till he became ungovernable, and had been shot with 
a cannon ball, which had penetrated his shoulder; the 
mark was visible. The botanical garden is tolerably 
good, 

Tuesday, .Octobek 4. — The day was still more 
lainy tliaD the preceding; I was occupied in writing 
to England: as I returned in the evening at eleven 
o'clock, by the side of the lake, from a visit, I ob- 
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•erved many glow-worms by the road side. The light 
which these wingless females emit to attract their winged 
lovers, a species of beetle) n truly the light of love; 
it is not, however, "the purple light of love," for it 
is of a greenish cast — ^but the greeiush light of love, 
an amorous, luminous, green-ncknesa, a very chlo- 
losis :— 

" The Moraiiwi nbbi 

Has perfectly cured the cUoroaia of Tattbj." 



Wednesday, OtToBER 5. — At eight id the morning 
we took a boat and went on board the steam packet, 
the William Tell, a large vessel, which was noisy and 
shaking, without making much way. It was a fine 
day, and we enjoyed a full view of the lovely lakei 
and passed in quick succession the various objects of 
public or of private interest, of antique recollection 
or of natural beauty. When we had advanced as far 
as the ancient town of RoUe, we saw the extent of the 
lake, its width and curved form : — 

" Deaenidre cam tentoii» Eia LeniBQo : " 

Whether the epithet coco, in this often quoted verse of 
Lucan, is to be referred to the curved form of the lake, 
as some contend, or to its hollow ^tuation amongst 
the mountains, is a controversy not easily to be deter- 
nuned. Nicholas B.owe has not given any opinion ; he 
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Koders the passage raguely, after the manner of tron»- 

■' Some, at the bidding of Ifaeir chief, fomhe 
Their fix'd eLcunpment near tbe L«m)U) lake." 

We reached Ouchy at half-past two, acd landed 
UBODgst clamorous portera; ve walked in the great 
keat up a steep hill to Lausanne. We found the Golden 
Lion a very good inn ; I was bo Fortunate as to procure 
a bed room on tbe oppoute side of the street, which 
commanded an enchanting view of 'the lake. That 
. the dry weather should continue was an object of the 
utmost importance and of the most anxious desire, as 
the vintage had just begun ; it generally lasts a fort- 
night, and is a busy time. 

Thobsday, October 6 — Our first Yisit was to the 
third house on the right-hand side from the gate of the 
city in going down to Ouchy ; it is a large house, the 
situation is not in any respect remarkable, and even in 
the summer-house, where the work was finished, I 
could not be much affected by the scene, notwith- 
standing my respect for the historian, and my admiration 
of the History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire. We mounted a hill of sand called the Signal, 
and looked down upon the picturesque town, the 
pleasant environs, innumerable vineyards, and the lovely 
lake, and that wilder part on the left hand and near 
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Vevay> They told us the same story about the library 
' «a at Geneva — that it was the vvcation. 

Respecting the univerMty, I could only learn from 
a student; that the students wereall Vaudois, and that 
they went there very young, so that it was perhaps 
rather a school than an university. 

The cburchi of which the tower was set on fire by 
the lightmng last year, b ancient, curious, neat, and 
heavy ; the dead, or their survivors, seem to delight in 
long Latin epitaphs. Tbe monument of the Coantess 
Walmoden is simfrfe, but on too large a scale: that of 
Mrs. Stratford Canning is pretty, but the urn being 
too large for tbe pedestal, it is top-heavy ; it is said to 
have been designed byCanova; his designs are often 
deficient in breadth, sharpness, depth, and projection, 
and tame as a clipped yew-hedge. 

We perembulated the town, which is only remark- 
able for bdng billy ; so hilly that no carriages are kept. 
We walked into a vineyard, and saw men, womeo, and 
children, gatbeiing grapes ; they brought their baskets 
and emptied them, stalks and all, into a lat^ vat, and 
a man immediately mashed them with a small wooden 
pail. The mashed grapes had a nasty appearance, like 
hog-wesb; and theyxlid not seem to be particularly 
cleanly in their mode of dealing with them : a man 
who was eating grapes, took tbe skins from his mouth - 
and threw them into the vat, as being a place held less 
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sacred than the ground. I saw children in the streets 
standing round the vats, and if a grape had escaped 
htaag bruised, it was picked out and eaten, and the skin 
was thrown back into the vat By means of the small 
wooden p:ul, the men filled from the vat the Swiss 
pails (compressed, truncated coneSf iDverted, which 
men and women carry on their shoulders) ; the persons 
thus loaded, walked away to a sort of water cart, and 
going up a short ladder, emptied the vessel of mashed 
grapes over thar heads, as we see the dustmen in 
London empty their baskets into the carts ; these carts 
were driving about in all directions. We purchased 
some of the grapes; they were quite ripe and very 
delicious. 

I walked through the busy vineyards to the lake, ' 
and by the edge of the water to Ouchy. In reading 
Euclid we meet with a proposition, and afterwards 
with the converse of it ; sometimes immediately, some- 
times long after. So it is with manners and customs ; 
one, finds the converse of them, sometimes soon, some- 
times after much travel : to-day, for the first time in 
my life, I saw the converse of the washing-tub tlieorem. 
In the common case, the washing-tub contains water 
and the iinen, but not the wasberwotiiao, who is at. 
some poiDt without the tub ; in this case the tub con- 
tained the washerwoman, but nether water nor linen. 
The women were stantUng in tuba in the lake, and 
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were washing clothes which were on the outside of the 
tub in the water ; it muet be much less uncomfortable 
for the woman to stand thus in the diy tub, than in 
the water, as they do in the Rhine and other riTers. 
Thismode of washing in lakesandrivers, and smacking 
the linen on the stones, is a most unchaiitable and un- 
christian {iroceeding ; lar irom hiding the defects of an 
old shirt, it puts them immediately in a very striking 
li^t, and makes the most of all its little weaknesses. 
A worn-out shirt, or, as the stamp-dietiibuting poet 
would call it, to squeeze out a rhyme, a sbirt "out- 

" A Ftfii Buckled in a creed out-norn ; " 
in unsympathizing hands, soon becomes, what the 
Pagan's creed is Dot,amost holy thing; and stockings, 
which are still more susceptible of unkindness, and 
require perpetual fostering, fere even worse. When 
the traveller coutemplates his shattered and tattered 
wardrobe, it needs more patience and foi^veness than 
are usually found near lakes, to abstain from wishing 
the rnde naiads and limnsds at the devil, down knocked 
or up tied, beaten or hanged. 

I dined at Ouchy, and walked upon the pier after 
dinner to enjoy the sun-set. I inquired about M«l- 
lerie, and said that I had seen in England a rose, which 
was gathered in the garden of Julie at that place; a 
lady said that it was a cheat, that it was so bare and 
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TDckythatnoroaeswould grow there: the rose will thiive 
ID stony places; aad the iuhabjtants of the different 
parta of this country are so jealous of each other, that 
ir I had been sufficievtly audacious to have asked my 
&ir companion, whether she thought that the good 
people on the other side of the lake knew water from 
wiiKi and could distinguish between sugar and salt, 
she would have answered moat probably, " Oh no ! to 
be sure not." I had seen a rose which had been 
gathered at Meillerie; and on the other hand a person 
who had often been there, declared that they could not 
be found. I would gladly have crossed over to judge 
fi>r myself, and to have seen so &mous a place, but my 
time was limited. I observed many sea-gulls flying 
about the lake. 

They had just built u lai^ house of correction at 
Lausanne, on the same plan as that in Philadelphia, 
and were in despair at not b^ng able to get any body 
to put into it. I had seen a book on infanticide lying 
in the windows of the ^ops; 1 afterwards learned that 
it was the production of one of the judges of Lausanne, 
a man (^ talent ; and that his object was to showj that 
women sometimes kill their infants unconsciously, 
being in a state of delirium. There was a portrait of 
a young woman, Susanne, or Suzette, a peasant, who 
had been tried the year before for this offence : she had 
killed her child, as the learned judge contends, whilst 
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she was in this state; but had neFertheless been seiw 
tenced by the rest of the court to ten years' imprison- 
nent ; I forgot to purdiaee the book as I had intended. 
t was told that a bright comet hud been seen in the 
«est Hus evening; it was a fine starlight night, bttt I 
did not observe it. It is said that die high conntaes, 
such as Bern, are bad for the lungs, as many people 
4ie there of consumption, bat extremely fevourable 
to digestion. 

Friday, Obtobbr ?• — I set off at nine in & char 
with one companion ; we had a pleasant ride for four 
league by llie nde of the lake and through vineyards 
to Vevay. We observed that there were in all the 
vineyards many long poles erected, and we were in- 
formed that they were intended to defend the vines 
against the hul which falls usually in July and August, 
and is extremely injurious; that these poles cause the 
water to descend, not in hail, but in rain or mist; 
. timtit isa French invention, and is practised in France, 
and that the poles are called by a name as barbarous as 
parasol or parapluie, paragrffle. Whenever a French- 
man can get hold of a rag of Greek, he instantly 
defiles it. An amusing collection of misused Greek 
might be made from French etymologies : for example, 
that science which teaches its votaries to collect the 
skulls of the dead, and to fumble the heads of the 



Dglizac^y Google 



VSVAY. 237 

liring, id order to ascertBin the 4eyeliap^tn«Pt of the 
difiermt portions of the braJni they term Phre»iology : 
if the former pait of the word be oot confined to t'le 
mindt but i^iplied to tome of the bodJJy Wgansi it 
cannot refer to tfae bmn, but to the diaphragm alpne, 
wluch wu called by tbe plutsi name of ^ptv^ci and 
these woe supposed at one tijne to be the »aH vf the 
soul, as Amtotle says, because a man Uu|^b wiifia he 
IS tickled in these regions. Tlie true phreoK^ogist 
therefiire on^ to leave the dead is peaice, W wtdl as 
the heads of the U«ii^ and to content himself with 
tickling his live acquaintance djftphragniBlQlagiicsUyt ' 
in order to ctiscorer the precise seat of their. s<niis. 
Tbe paragr£le8 hod been very generally adopted'; but 
as the experiment had opiy been made one yeari it was 
not knonn whether it would succeed. 

The town of Vevay is decidedly ugly; tbe steep 
ennrons connst entirely ofvin^ards: as tbe vine of 
this country is esteemed, the vine is cultivated on eiery 
spot of ground. Uuring the greatest part ^f the year 
a. vineyard is ap unpleasant object, and the trees have 
been cut down th^t they might not occupy the vain, 
able space, or injure the grapes by their shade. The 
river is a ttwrent, and is dfy in the summer; the lake 
is beautiful; itswaters are singularly dear; its persjn- 
cnity is retnarkable; at this end the mountains are 
bold and rocky. The chmate is said to be more mild 
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t4ian at Genera ; there it is intensely cold in the winter 
and spring, here the situation is sheltered from the 
piercing winds. The horse-chestnuts in the Grande 
Place were in a strange state ; they appeared to be 
much diseased ; some branches were in flower. 

The public walk hy the edge of the lake wonid be 
m agreeable promenade, if it had fair play; on the 
side next the water were two rows of lines covered 
with linen; so that we cquld see nothing except all 
tite sheets, shu^s, and shifts in the town, which the 
barbarians suffer to be hung up to dry there. I ob- 
served many confectioners' shops in Veray, which 
seemed to contain some good things : I suppose when 
p«c^le come here Irom the country, the ctuldren expect 
to be remembered, apd that a present should be taken 
home for the pretty dears. 

Switzerland is the Scotland of Europe; a land that 
supplies servants — a land to be boasted of by its in- 
habitants, and quitted. The Swiss, like the Scotch, 
are all of good families, atkl of oldJkimliesj I should 
Uke much to see a person from either nation of a bad 
fiimily, or of a new family : so all persons who ibllow 
tlMt brmich of the profession of the law are good con- 
veyancers, however dull they may be; I would cheer- 
fully travel one hundred mites on foot through the 
snow, in the depth of winter, to look at a bad convey- 
ancer. The quarrels amongst the different cantons 
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are very lidiculoua ; each petty state will hare its aeparate- 
coinage, to the unspeakable inconvenience of travellers: 
they cannot agree to have one general money, so cor- 
dially do tbey hate each other. The mutual dislike ot 
the neighbouring inhabitants of Geneva and the Pays 
de Vaud is extremely strong i a good Vandois, of an 
old family) conxplained to me most bitterly of the 
GenevesC) and. lamented that they had been turned 
into Swiss, and their country made one of the cantons; 
he insisted, in a great rage, that the wretches ought 
to have been handed over to the king of Sardinia, if.be 
would have accepted of them. It should seem that 
they endeavoured to prove themselves to be not unr 
worthy of his contempt, by requiring s passport at 
the gate, before they would permit their fellow-countrj- 
man to enter their old town. 

The view frouLtlie churchyard, of St. Martin is fine 
at all times, especially at sun-set. The church if in- 
teresting, because it contains a monument to Edmund 
Ludlow, erected by bis faithful and excellent wife. 
That celebrated man passed the chief part of his 
thirty-two years of exile at Vevay,. where he was not 
only entertakied with great kindness, but was guarded 
and protected with especial care by the magistrates 
of the place ; as well as the other English fugitives, 
whose lives were continually exposed to the attacks of 
hired assassins, for their warm opposition to arbitrary 
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power. We have the following account of one of the 
attacks upon Ludlow :— 

"On Saturday, the 14th of November, l663, a 
Savoy boat, about an hoor after sun-set, arrived at 
Vevay ; the crew took up tli^r quarters in several inns 
lor that night; the nekt morning, as M. Dubois, the 
Ueiitenant-general's landlord, ^ent out to go to church, 
he observed the boat lying With four watermen in ber, 
and that oars all in readiness to put off at a minute's 
warning; near the boat, were two persobs cloaked, 
utting under a tree, and not fcr from tbem two more 
in the same gUise and posture. This alarmed M. 
Dubois, who immediately conjectured their dengn 
must be againot his lodgets; he immediately returned 
home to give tbem the alarm ; being confirmed in his 
suspicion from heanng there were six more who had 
poEtecl theinseWes, two in the way between his house 
and the church, and four in the market-place. Their 
appearance and garb [every one suspecting lliat they 
had anus under their cloaks) had made thfe town's 
people observe them bo much, that they all retired 
from the town towards the take, and left the passage 
free for the lien tenant-general and his friends to go 
to church; on thdr return from whence, hearing the 
strangers were at dinner in one of the inns, a person 
went down to take a view of the boat, which he found 
a« before described, and a great quantity of straw under 
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which they had concealed their amu; and that diey 
tmd cirt all the Withe, which secured the oars of the 
town-boats, to prevent beii^ porsoed : " (the oars are 
■till &Bteiied with willow bands on the lake of Geneva 
and in other parts of Switrerland :) " however, fintKi^ 
tiiemselvet w^ched so narrowly, and b^ng apprehen- 
■iMrfrooiM. iOubois'Bbehavionr, that he woilid have 
them sdzed, soo'n after the;f had dined, they took to' 
their boat and retnm^ to Savoy." 

By this and several other attempts the goremcneht 
was alarmed, and recommended the fngiitives to retire 
to some place where tbcdr enemies would not have the 
advaotiigeorcomiDgbf water to surprise them. Lnd^ 
law being intrepid and careless of life, resolved to re- 
main where he w^. Mr. Lisle, however, unfortuntttel^ 
took the adnce sod w^ii ta Lbunotie ;. where vn. 
Thursday, the llth of August, I664, he was way-hod; 
and shot dead in the church-yard, by a person who- 
had a Coiapaiuon on horsdiiaGk, with^ a honb for the 
itssaSHin, OQ which (though knocked down with the 
recoil of bis piece) he escaped. This cdwardly murder 
bos been described' ia these Wifds ; '' That nftcffioiB- 
regicide Lisle was overtaUen bf Diyine Vengtenee ai 
Laiisanne, where the miserable wretch was shot dead 
by the gallantry of three Irish gentlemen, who at- 
tempted the surprise of hirft and four nB>r« impious- 
pairicides." 
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The manner in which the SupTeme Being is blas- 
phemouely supposed to adopt this hunous crime as his 
own act, reminds us of a subsequent transaction, — 
the more cowardly murder of the widow of Lisle> one- 
and-twenty years after, at Winchester, by the gallantry 
of the Lord Cluef Justice Jeffieries, and of Gubriel 
Whisler, and his fallows, good men and true. " Look 
you, Mrs. Lisle," said his lordslup to the aged and 
infirm prisoner, " we have that charity, as well as 
justice, that it becomes, and is not below all courts to 
have for persons in your condition ; and we are obliged 
to take care that you suffer no detriment or injury by 
any illegal or irregular proceedings ; for though we 
sit here as judges over you by authority from the king, 
yet we are accountable not only to him, but to the 
King of kings, the Greet Judge of heaven and earth ; 
and. therefore are obliged, both by our oaths and upon 
our consaences, to do you justice, and by the grace 
of God we shall do it, you may depraid upon it : ood 
as to what you say concerning yourself, I pray Ciod 
with all my heart you may be innocent." It U worth 
while to study the extaordioary trial of the lady Alice 
Lisle, if it be only to lea^ hon feeble a thing human 
iniquity would be without the aid ot cant and hypocrisy. 

AddisMi has published in his Travels the inscriptions 
on the tomb of Ludlow, and the epitaph of Andrew 
Broughton, who was twice mayor of Maidatone, and 
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clerk to the High Court of Justice, and is also buried 
in the church of St. Martin. He says of Ludlow : 
*' The house be lived in has this inscription over the 

door:^ 

■ Onme solum (otti patiU, 
Quia Patiis.' 

The first part is a piece of verse in Ovid, aa the last 
is a cant of bis own." It ill became Joseph Addison ' 
to complain of cant ; nor is the aentimenb— that to a 
brave man every country is the land , of his fathers, 
because it is the land of the C<»nmon Father-^-worthy 
. to be stigmatized with this appellation. 

" Onme Bolum forti pallia eit ; utpiidbiuKquDr: 
Ut Tolucii, Tocuo quidquiil in oibe psCet. — FaUi, l.i. *.193. 



Satdrdav, Octobu S. — ^Tbe hot of the Pays de 
Vand, with a pointed crowu like a hock-bottle, is 
ugly; but any thing is becoming to a pretty woman. 
I met a woman in the stoeets ttue morning so pretty, 
that I shall never see one of those hats without thinking 
of her sweet modest look. I walked by the margin of 
the lake to Clareus ; it was a cliarmiRg monung ; I 
loi^ed to stay and boat it, and I r^r«tted that I must 
so soon quit these Kenea for ever. They de£te the 
shores with stalks of the Indian com, and in various 
ways. It was a hot day — the shy litards ran about 
amongst the atones : all the world was busy in the 
vintage. As 1 was returning by the road I heard a 
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■an CASTLE OF CHILLOIT. 

female pedeetmn ask for some grapes ; a buncb wu- 
immediately given to her, and when she offered to pa]r,. 
and inquired "How much?" tiie answer was "Notliing, 
I am too happy to give them to »uch a pretty giri." 
I waited to see her with some curiosity ; she was sadly 
ngly ; but there was more merit on that account in. 
the gallantry of the master of the vineyard. Any one 
can admire ahandsome woman ; but the true benefactor 
to the pubUc, whose memory is to be cherished, and to 
celebrate whose praises the muses and the fiiie arts 
ought to strive with eager emulation, b the maui wh» 
during a long life has always been deeply in love, but ' 
never with a lady whoae aspect would hot frighten a 
tolerably quiet horse. 

At one I mounted the cabriolet of the cKligence 
alone : for of my two Companions we had left oue at 
Lau£anue ; and I parted yesterday with the other at 
Vevay* as he was obliged to return to Hanover ; 1 
parted with r^^ from so kiad-be&rted a person, brave 
and excellent ; and to be esteemed, if it were only for 
his pabriotistn. It was very hot; we rolled slowly along. 
The castle of Cbillon is ugly ; its white-washed walls 
arecrOwned witharoof of red tiles, and theinsctiptioB 
over the gatCi " Bureau des P^f^es," is unfavourable 
to romance : but its situation is striking— and it nught 
acqnirean interest from a tale of a lovesick pirate, or a 
nervous robber, with a soul trembling through its suSf 
ceptibi titles, like a plate of calf's-foot jelly. 
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We quitted tbe lake and entered the valley of the 
Rhone, which is pleasant: " Lacu Lemano et flumine 
Rhodtin^, qui f^ovincianl nostraih ah Helvetiis cKvidit," 
as Ctesar writes. We passed Aigle, an ugly place, and 
Bex, which is better ; its aalt^works are aaid to deaerrb 
a visit, if titn^ mil permit : ttity are ^mibu* ; eo much 
so indeed} iltat iome etymold^U will derive our word 
"bay-salt" fromBes; and they say, that it is properly 
« Bex-aalt ;" others adhere to the usual spelling, and 
assert Aiat it takes its aamk frotn its bay colour. I will 
leave the qnestioh to be decided by pers6ns who are 
more fond of salt than myself; the little accident of 
having had salt laid on my tail hai given me a distaste 
Cor the tunriate t>f soda. One fiiie summer's day I had 
played io the last moment, utterif regardless of the 
curious felicity of Hordce ; I was suddenly called into 
school, and required to construe a passage ^hich I had 
■hever feen before ; I read over the IiDes|:— 

" Quid, quud luqae pioxiinot 

Revellis Bgri temiinos, e( ulUa 



And I looked at the end for my nominative case, ac- 
cording to rule, with that indifference to the meaning 
with which tioys are blessed ; aud with a curious in- 
felicity, I said, " avarus salis," greedy of salt ; and as 
i was innocently looking for my verb, the book was 
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thrown at my bead, aud I was instautly flexed. I ma 
so often advised by my school-fellows to be less greedy 
of salt, that I have followed tbar adrice, and- have 
always been Batisfied with a small portion of that power- 
ful condiment. lu crosnng the bridge at St. Maurice 
a blockhead asked for my passport, and detained me 
some minutes in the cold whilst he was pieteoding to 
read it. 

SuMDAT, OcTOBEa 9. — I observed in the Pays de 

Vaud, and I beUeve in other places, that the bottles are 
all stamped. 1 wish devoutly that tins were the case in 
England, that, of the many cruelties inflicted on us as 
wine-drinking citizeus,Bhort measure mightnot be one. 
1 walked about tlie town of St. Maurice, uid eoteied 
two churches ; where, as well as in the streets, i saw 
many women with the pretty little Volaiune hat. The 
valley here is very narrow — it is in fiict shut in by a 
bridge and gates. As the diligence does not run to- 
day, and sets out to-morrow at three in the morning, 
to pass the time, and to soften a little the hardship of 
early rinng, I procured < man to carry my baggage, 
and resolved to walk to Martigny. We paced quietly 
along by the side of fother Rhone, who is a mischievous 
vagabond, and in due time came to the cascade cidled 
the Pisse Vache, which is worthy of a better name, uid 
has been nicodemused into nothing. It is a pretty 
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waterfall, and deserves more credit than it obtains : some 
critic having'once said, it is just like its name; the 
traveller ever after says, with a sagacious shru^. Oh ! 
it is just like the name. It might be called the Web 
of the Fairies, the Net of the Nymphs, the Tail of the 
Comet, or Our Lady's Locks, as it is more like my of 
these things than that to which it is cMiipared by a 
name equally vulgar and inapplicable. I sat and looked 
at it a little while with pleasure ; and I afterwards 
approached so near, that the genius of the place had 
the satisfitction of wetting me in an incredibly short 
space of time; it falls from a great height, and I 
think it had a very iair qnantily of water for a water- 
fall. 

I arrived at Martigny, and had the inn. La Tour, all 
to myself, and as the season was past) the town or vil- 
lage also — I felt like the last swallow. It is said that 
there are no good grapes, escept tbosc which are grown 
in hot-houses ; tins is surdy a mistake ; I found some 
that were excellent : at inns I met with many very bad ; 
but what may not be found very bad at some inns? 
They are not so fine as they might be; by thinning 
them they would be handsomer and of abetter flavour; 
so many grapes grow on the same stalk, that they check 
each other's growth) all are pressed out of shape and 
flattened, some are even burst. A great part of art 
consists in repressing the luxuriance of nature. Some 
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of the advocates Cat the priDcipl^ of population carry 
this doctrine to great leagQia. 

Intheeveninglaacenidedtotheto^ei;; tvo little ^r'^ 
eame to guide me ; one little creature tmA that pl^ yias 
■LSteea — it aeenied baidly credible; her comp^niog, 
vbo was only eleven, was taller : I thought h^ovevec 
that ahe had the Ungufige and muinen of uxteen ; ahe 
md tbat ber paresta were poorer than tlwwe of bw 
frieud, and that site had worked so hard, that it tud 
8tii3d»d her gtonth^f ^ii Has true, it ff83 laaicntajbj^ 
— if caut, detatable. They t<rfd me that they could 
knit and sew, bat CtMild not read or Kijte. The view 
&Dm the hiU is good ; the castle is buiU of slate, jikb 
many apartments, and a high round tower. My dwarfish 
guide pdnted out a bole, where she aaid was a staircase ; 
that a ladder m^ht be set a^in^ the hole, ^ad that I 
might then asceud to the top by tht; stairs ; die strongly 
advised me to go up, and s^td that vanay fisglisb 
did so. 

The habits of the Englishman resemble those t^the 
goldfinch ; 1 once kept a goldfinch for some years, till 
he chose to fly away. I used to let him out of his 
cage, and be was always at the top of the room rubbing 
his wings against the ceiling ; and ivhen in his cage, he 
' wasalwaysat^etop, scraping bis bill against the wires. 
Au EngUshman will always climb the high^t moun- 
tains, and ascend towers and steeples; an Englisfamaa 
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will alwaj^ ^y well to be takenup in a balloon ; and 
if he could get so high) he woiitd always be fouad rub- 
bing tus nose against the sky. I cannot bring mjTEelf 
to doubt, that the people who built the Tower of Babel 
were EngUsbt with a email iprinklivg. peifaaps of Irish 
labourav. 

My gnid^ told qie many tlnngi vVpnt th^ tuioed 
tower, and abont the Romani, whotn »be could not 
Hsnember, perfaaps her father migfit > the tx; wer ia now 
called Bomething, but in old writings gonaetliing e1»e; 
tdie had not read the old writings herself, perhaps ffer 
father had, but she thought not,— that some one had 
UHd him the»e things. The Protestants pfefiw thqn- 
selves by saying, that in the Pays de Valid nothing is 
to be seen but true piety, plenty, cleanlinesB, and hap- 
piness; in the Value, notlung but supervtitiout poverty, 
dirt) and misery. As to txue piety and enperstitioDi 1 
fear that I am not a competent jndge ; I did not tea 
any of the other opposite qualities in thtirabulute per* 
fection in dther the Protestant or the Catholic cantoni 
but eomething between them in both. 

MoKDAT, October lO. — I rose very early to take 
my place in the diligence, and breakfasted. In Eng- 
luid, if you rise early, it is very difficult, if not inpos- 
aible, to get a breakfast ; but on tlie Continent they 
will make you breakfast cheerfully at any hour. The 
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diligence arriped, but there was no place for me. They 
offered me a char— I accepted it; and as I nished to 
reach Brig that evening, and was impatient to enter 
Italy, they aaked me more than nag just, and I did not 
stop to bargain. The mdd, who negotiated in the 
affair) blushed ; and her manner seemed to say — I am 
Eorry to be an accessary in taking you id ; I was satis- 
fied with this tribute to virtue. I saw a kingfisher 
skimming along tlie Rhone — they are common in these 
parts; in the Valus alone game is to be found, and 
I believe in tolerable plenty; in the other parts of 
Switzerland it hardly exists. 

At Sion I tried to hurry the people, and foolishly 
fancied that they could change my char in less than an 
hour, to the surprise of some tranquil Germans, who 
did not speak, but their manner seemed to Gay-— what 
a strange fdlow, to think that the loss of an hour is of 
any importance! At Tourtemagne I took hastily a 
bad dinner, and arrived at Brig in thedark, but before 
the diligence. A char with one horse is just as dearaa 
half a post-chaise in Engluid; but it isagreat con- 
venience to be able to take half a post-chaise, without 
being burdened with the other half which you do not 
want, and with the still greater burden of paying for 
it. I have often wondered that post-chaises with one 
horse have not been established, for the benefit of 
persons who, from necessity or ctmcej travel alone. 
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TOESDAV, October II. — I set off at aix on a lovely 
momiag, alone, to climb the Simplon, io a good car- 
ri^e drann by two homes : the tints of moniing are 
more light than those of eveoing ; the rising sun «hed 
a most delicate rose colour over the snowy Alps. The 
cbar WHS surrounded with leather curtains ; but I 
turned up the petticoats alt round, and saw every thing 
very comfortably. The road is umformly about nine 
yards in width ; it is excellent, as good a« any thing of 
Macadam's, and is interesting as a work of art ; but 
there is nothing very striking to those who have seen 
the other passes : if the road over St. Gotthard be com- 
pleted, it will be a more wonderful work. The drain- 
age of the road is well managed; there is always a good 
ditch on that side where the ground rises higher than 
the road, neatiy paved^it must be a considerable ex- 
pense to keep it clear in some places: the road isevery 
wherewell kept. Ataboutamile apartare little houses 
of refnge, which at a much less expense, and without 
pretension, answer more effectually the purpose of the 
monastery on the Grand St, Barnard. A little b^ond 
die summit is a large unfioished edifice, commenced by 
Napoleon, and iatended for an hospital. These soU- 
tudes must have been once busy scenes ; for when the. 
operations were carried on with the greatest spirit and 
activity, three thousand workmen were employed upon 
them, and one hundred and seventy-five thousand 
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pounds wedght of gunpowder were ciHisumed in blast- 
it^ the rock»-Ta great quantity of m»t and ammumtiMi 
te be applied to civil purposes) but in a military point 
of newt a very trifling force. If all the men and all 
tke powdo- exbouBted in tbe la«t Hartj years had been 
(ppbed to purposa equally u«efa), the road oja the 
Simplon would no loiter be esteemed a uughty work. . 
If theae powerful agents had not been occupied ia 
beneficial opeiatioBs, but had merely abstuaed fk«a» 
miachieft from waste aud destructiqp, it would be no 
<aiy problem for the pcJitical economist to calculate 
how much the wealtb of natiMiB would have beeu 
augmented. 

The rocks and mountains are formed of granite 
slate, or slaty granite ; a desperate punster said it ia 
a nice ptacci a gneiu place. The water is constantly 
oosii^ through the stones ; some of the galleries ot 
tunnds are contiuu^ly dripping : there tat waterbtla 
and water streaming fr«u the rocks on all «des. I 
i^narked many black sheep grazing. From the top 
ia seal the shining little tonn of Brig, which seems so 
close under you, that you might pitch a halfpenny 
into it. At the top is the barrier, a turnpike, where a 
heavy toll is paid ; and at the top, the drirer put uodei: 
tiie wheel, by way of drag, a n«Ie piece of wood; and 
with this sabot, or wooden shoe, we slid down into 
Italy. 
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The view diiappointa most travelters, yiho expect to' 
se^ from tfaU great height Italy extended before tfaeis, 
the whole li^ as far u the tocr and Veaunut smoking . 
ID tbb iniddlb, like the chimney of a hou*e; whereas' - 
they can see Bothittff but a aarrov vtUley. At the' 
vill^ of 6lin[iton I iVnmd a good inn and a dvit tuid-' 
lady ; she seemed ipnle happy, beiAg ooeu^^ in 
making a poultice, and applying it toa hvnA tirtAeh the' 
owner bad hurt. 1 saW here for Hie fttat ttnw a Mthy 
trick* that is common in Italy: they are too idle tA 
put corks isto tile bottles ot wine ; ConnNja^otlyiin A 
short time the neck of the bottle for tevend incbea 
becomes, qniteftill of flier; when I poured out abtob 
wine into my gia$s, perimps a hundred dtvwntd Aieti' 
came out with a amsAl quantity of liqvor, like c>n¥atit 
8Buce for roast pig; Icomplainedt^ thig to the servant; 
with a dextrous jerk she at onoe threw on the floor alt 
the flies and a Uttle wine from one bottles and placed it 
again on the table. The Itahaua never drink either ot 
wine or waterr without find emptying the neck of tte 
bottle with a sudden jerk ; rejecting at once all the 
flies in the gross and a snlall quantity of dl6 tincture, 
and drinking the remainder nithout die^st. 

Wlulet' I was at ditiner two Englishmen arrived ttott 
Italy ; one of tltem, a gentleman fanner, rtiled most 
furiously against the conotry and the people, chiefly 
because they polluted the walls behind the churches: 
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be declared that he was covered with a cold iweat) when 
he thought that there were people who could treat the 
houae of tbdr God ia tlus numnei ; and that be waa 
glad to have got out of a country, where he was afraid 
the Divine Vengeance ihould overtake him. Without 

-attempting to excuse these abominations, I could not 
help tMnking, that the good man was a Uttle too sen- 

- aitive on tlus pmnt. 

The Italian side of tbeSimplon is more striking than 
the othef) but sliU inferior to the valley of the Reuss. 
At Isella I ratered the territories of theKing of Cyprus, 
and consequent^ of the Cyprians, whether lair or nn- 
&ir ; his douanier, or collector of customs, was very 
civil. The King of Sardinia styles himself on lus CMns, 
X Car. Felix d. g. res Sar. Cyp. & I£er." Solomon 
himsdf was only king of Jerusalem, ndther of Cyprus 
nor of Sardiiua, still Less of the Marmots, as this 
monarch .is styled by his Genoese subjects. In t)ie 
dark I came to the town of Domo d'Ossola, and at a 
comfortable inn I rajoyed good coffee asd fine fruit. 

Wkdkbsdat, Octobes is. — ^I effected a junction 
with amildEi^liBhman,wbomIfbuadatDomod'OssoIa; 
we mounted a char with one horse, -and passed through 
a pleasant country, amongst fidds of Indian com and 
Hullet, and vines on trellises, by a. most excdlent road: 
The .growth of the vines, the belfHe«> and &e low roofs^ 
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and some other particulars, showed us that we were in 
Italy. Wefollowed the course of the river Toce, which 
we crossed twice, the ralley wideniug by degrees ; we 
passed some fine quarries of white marble, and came 
suddenly on the L^o Mag^ore, at Fariolo. We did 
not stop there, but went oa a tittle farther to Baveno*. 
where we put up. After dinner we walked by the 
laargiu of the lovely lake : it was a most delicious eveu- 
ing; there was a calm softoess in the air, a transparency. 
^ad purity in the light and colours, which I had' not 
experienced on the lakes of Switzerland, or in any place 
that 1 had hitherto viuted. 1 slept for the first time 
on a rustlingbed, made of the thick husks in which the 
ears of the Indian corn are swathed. Some insect which 
I have never seen, nor ever heard before or uDce> kept 
up during the night a ceaseless ticking. 

Thdrbdat, Octobeb. 13. — We took a boat to the 
Borromean islands. The outward appearance of the 
palace on the Isola Bella is up&vourable; butou enter- 
ing it we found many good rooms, floored with a beaa-- 
tiful stucco, and many good pictures. The hasemenb 
stoiy is in the rustic or grotesque style ; the effect is, 
excellent ; in the heats of summer it must be a cool and. 
agreeable retreat ; in the quiet lake under the. window 
the quiet. fish (tnany of them are of a large size] glide: 
to and fro. The family were all at prayers in the chapel* 
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The gardens of Babylooi of Alcina, and of Anuida, 
f re here realized ; teii tensces, riung oue alK>ve the 
ftberi built on arcbe«i and founded on piles. %re a great 
work) and of a happy effect ; it ii thus characterized 
in the inscription : — 

Vitdiuius Coniea Boironxa*, 

Stc. &c. etc. 

Infannibus Kopulis gubstruenB et eitruens 

Dignilatem otiis, miyeBtatem deliiiia 

GOmpBralnt. 1671. 

The myriadB of lemonB th^t covered the trails were 
aearly ripe ; there were some shaddocks also, and we 
descended to a little grave of Grange trees; most <^ 
them' were of a remarkable size. It was delightful to 
enter for the first time into a grove of laurels; the real 
bayt the laurus nobilts, grew over our heads ioto a greai ^ 
tree, and the young ones sprung up fram die old stools: 
we almost expected to find die ancient bards and heroes, 
« Inter odoratum lauri nemus." There is a good col- 
leclioit of exotics; the gardens are kept perfectly neat; 
three tnen and twenty^five women are constantly em- 
ployed : at this season the latter must hare full occu- 
pation tn {Hcking up the tailing leaves. The fine 
pyramidal cypresses, as it were ever^^reen poplarsj have 
a ungular and pleasing aspect. 

The Isola Kbdre is a larger and more natural islMid ; 
tiiere are some trellises with lemons, but it is chiefly a 
garden, somewhat in tiie English style, with laurels 
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and cjrpreeseB. There is a large houie, or small palac«, 
half furnished and uniahabited ; it would be pleaeaut 
to occupy some rooms in it during the snmmer moBths, 
with a Calypso ; we amused oanelres in guessing, aa 
the boat quitted the place, which roclc the old moid 
Minerva would choose to throw the modem Tdema- 
chua from into the take, in the capacity of a Mentor; 
a catastrophe which would assuredly happen; for the 
gods have a stnmge delight in disturbing person* wito 
seem to be quietly settled. Calypso of old complained 
that they were troublesome fellows, and intolerably 

Tbef are not less morose in these matters at present 
than they were thirty centuries ago. The day was 
ddidoUB— the lake lovely ; the view from Ljtveno i« 
even finer than from the oppoute side ; more of the 
lake is opened to the nght. We had reluctantly givoi 
up the colossal statue of St. Charles Bonomeo at 
Arona, his native city, and the pleasure of sitting in 
the nose of this hero of Chnstiaoity, and taking a pinch 
of snuff there. 

At Laveno, an Austrtau c<Jtector Of customs took a 
pair of old shoes out of my bag, opened the paper that 
contained them, picked and smdt at them ; contem- 
plated my razor-strop ; and having asked me two or 
three times if I had any tHog that ought to poy daty» 
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at last suffered me to depart. 1 have been told that 
the AuBtiianB turned back an unlucky traveller from 
the frontier, becanee a pair of shoes were accidentally 
wmpped up in the Morning Chronicle : we were for- 
tunately not plucked at this examination. 

We procured a carriage and hones, and fixed the 
price after some debate, and drove through a pleasant 
country to Varese. We saw some ugly women of the 
conntry eat the largest and most wholesale supper, 
and in the grossest tnanner 1 ever beheld, to the ^'eat 
entertainment of myself and the great annoyance of my 
companion. The tofaa in this district are lofty, exten- 
sive, and luxurious. 

Friday, October U. — We walked throngh the 
narrow streets of the little old dty of Varese ; the church 
of St. Victor is handsome, and another is prettily 
painted. We could not delay long enough to visit a 
place venerable for its religion, and celebrated for the 
iriew which it commands, Madonnadel Monte; we saw 
it only at a distance. We continued our journey in an 
open carriage, and passed through an agreeable country 
to Como. The ion, the An^olo, is certainly on the 
lake, but only on a small part, which is within tiie 
walls of the city ; no good view of it is to be had from 
the house. I saw, in several parts of this city, little 
pUices like a comer cupboard in an oldfashioned house. 
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with shelves, upon which were not long ale<glasses* 
with spiral lines of white in the stem, punch faowlst or 
china tea-cups, but Bkulls, each of which was ItibeUed, 
as it woe, thus: Nathan Brown, butcher. White- 
chapel; Hannah Jones, relict of Simon Jones, of St. 
Martin's-lane, tallow-chandler ; Ruth Lloyd, spinster, 
daughter of Baruch Lloyd, of R«d Lion-street, cheese- 
monger ; the Rev. Joel Bc^lethwwtes, curate of St* 
Giles's ; and so forth: this is assuredly the inoet dis- 
gusting piece of superstition I ever encountered. TTie 
town is ugly and nasty, the cathedral fine; I was 
struck with the Latin inscriptions, in winch the Italians 
excel ; they are not thick, dull, and flat, like the stuff 
which our schoolmasters brew to hide under the first 
stone of St. Pancras church, or of London bridge) but 
clear, bright, and up. 

I tasted for the first- time a good ripe fig ; the inside 
was a red sweetmeat, not like a bitof rotten cucumber, 
as with us ; as different in short from our figs as the 
inscriptions of the Italians from the heavy Latinity o( 
our clumsy pedants. We were regaled also with a de- 
licious little fish, a sort of herring, caught in the lake. 
We strolled after dinner to a suburb, where was a 
church, which we ent»ed ; it was lighted up— we saw 
nottung there out of the common course ; a stupid old 
priest was blundering over what be had read every day 
for forty or fifty years ; some children were gabbling the 
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Tesponses as loudly and BB-'quickly as they could, and a 
scboolmarter of inauspicions air was piayii^ away, and 
bozjng the ears of his st^olars. W« retunied to our 
iutii aud beard a boy sing under the window the be- 
giuDing (^ the opera of flgain extremdy well. After 
listening for soms time, iu apite of ourselT«St b> the 
often rmterated declarations of some Gogli^imen, that 
they would travel tturty le^ues on the morrow, we re- 
tired to rest. 

Satubdat, October 15 — We toot: a boat with 
three paddlers to the Villa d'Este, uuce the residence 
of the late Queen CaroUne, a spot wdl known to bme 
and to infamy ; it might truly be named the palace of 
lies ; it is a place to be wdl satisged with, but not to 
be coveted. There is a long suite of rooms, some in 
the rustic style ; a large garden with trees and flowers, 
but there is too much knick-kuackery ; the most of- 
fenuve piece is a glaring sham castle upon the hill 
behind ; so truly detestable, that an English geiitle- 
man would not sleep upon the premises until he had 
entirdy demolished it ; or, what is precisely the same 
thing, that a retiring tradesman would tell in love with 
it, end purchase the place for ito sake. iTie villa is 
rarely,if cverinhabited; it is the property of Torlomai 
the banker duke at Rome. 

The voyage to Pliny's vilk is chamung. Tbe situ- 
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PLINY'S VILLA. _ 251 

atioD U delightful; U is approachable only by a {>oat; 
"dtiBsimuB iste secessus," the deepest retirement, it 
fras fitly termed. The house is a stack of rubbish) 
with l(»)g passages, dark halls, and open courts; there 
are pyramidal cypremee, mouldering steps and terraces, 
.and a waterfall ; the fkmous fountain and a woody lull 
rising steeply behind. The letter to Sura, in which 
Pliny describes the fountain, is painted on the walls, 
on the one side in the original Latin, on the other in an 
Italian translation. His reasons for the phenomena are 
amusing, because they differ ^m the style and tone 
which the wise men of the present day assume, when 
they would impose upon the "public,—" Fons oritur in 
monte, per saxa decornt, excipttur ctenatiuncuU mano 
fact& : ibi paulum retentus in Larium lacum decidit. 
Hujus mira natura: ter in die, etatis auctibusacdimi- 
nutionibus crescit decreacitque. Cernitur i<| palam, 
et cum BummSi Toluptate deprehenditur. Junta re- 
cumbie et vesceiis; atque etiam es ipso foute (nam est 
frigjdissimus) potas: interim ille certis dimensisqug 
momentis vel subtrahitur vel assurgit. Annulum, ten 
quid ^iud, ponis in sieco: dluitur sensim, ac nori»> 
Mffi^operitur: det^tur rursus, paulatimquedeaeritur: 
sidiutiuB observes^' ntfiunque iterumac tertio videos." 
The deacription of the ntuation c^ the fountain is 
correct ; we drank of the water, but time would not 
suffer us to judge of the correctness of Pliny's report. 



by placing a ring on the diy mai^'iDi by watching the 
gmdual wetting, the final corering, the uncovering, 
and slow delation of it by the water; still less by a 
longer obserration of the reitemtion of the subtraction 
and adsurrection of the cool liquor at certain measured 
intervals. We are dispoeed to smile at the solutions 
which are proposed by Phny, but it would t>e difficult 
to account in a satisfactory manner for phenomena that 
still ruse a question, " alt)Bnm& eruditione cUgnissi- 
mam ; " his illustration of the narrow-necked bottle, 
ampulla, is at least ingenious. 

The old woman who showed the villa (she must be 
nearly as old as Pliny the elder] told us that the place 
was on sale. An old man of one hundred and three, 
who was rowed by his son, a youth of seventy-five, had 
stationed lumself at the landing-place, as a good post 
for halfpence ; in which respect at least it seemed that 
old age had not impwred his judgment; he repeated 
incessantly, "I have many years! I have many years!" 

The villa Tanzi is a good house with pleasant gardens ; 
but tbey are injured by plaster castles and batteries, 
painted to resemble brick, and bristling thickly with 
qnakers, or wooden cannons; in England we leave 
these dread-inspiring playthings to yellow admirals. 

I observed this morning, for the first rime, the 
olive; I plucked a small branch, and wore it at my 
button-hole all day, like Noah's dove. It was not 
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possible to see this sacred tree for tile first time without 
emotion; hy dint of often repeated daily journies to 
iliscover at lost this ofTspring of the earth, the hoary 
olive with its berries, 

" Pii>dar« cum bacda fcetom cuientii oUm," 
was a real triumph ; it brought before my eyes Atbeiw 
.and its tutelary vir^n goddess, and recalled many 
bright passages of the Greek and Romui daseics : to- 
day nt least I have not lost & day. I regretted ex- 
ceedingly that, because of the lateness of the teason, 
and still more on account of the shortness of the time 
which remained^ and in which I had to accomplish so 
many important objects, I could catch such an im- 
perfect glimpse only of these beauteous lakes; I had 
been compelled to omit alb^ether the pretty Little lake 
of Lugano ; I had seen much Less of the Lago Mag- 
giore than I wished, and of this lake I had viewed only 
the right leg: the Lago di Como is justly said to re- 
semble the figure of a man ; at Belaggio the body and 
both the legs may be seen at once, and I lament that I 
did not saze upon a day to visit that punt of land at 
all risks, and in defiance of all consequences. 

Our driver entertained us on our nay to Milan by 
reading to himself a book of poems— such is the 
custom of the country; a voluntary or involuntary 
ignorance of which might declare, that we were strangely 
ftmilioT with our post-boy, ftnd assert of a lady in the 
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like situation, that if he were Dot her Inva*) be would 
not venture to use such a gross and cxtraordinaiy 
freedom. We bad a good and cheap dinner at Bar- 
lassina, and entered Milan in the ^rk, full of great 
expectations ; as we rolled SBUmtUj' along' the streets, 
weezperienced tbeadvantage of tht peculiar pavement; 
large smooth stones like our curb stones, are intnn . 
duced at a coaveuient distance for the wheeb to ran 
upon. The soldiers at the gates took otir passports;: 
and eyed ns with as much suspicimi as if we bad come 
to take the citf fi^Mo themj the Austnans Seem to 
consider Italy as stolen goods. 

I remember that I used to see sometimes, wbea I 
was a boy, a long white greyhound that had stolen a 
shoulder of rauttoHt aiid bo^ed it in the garden; t 
was struck by the aUnking look of the aninaal; aUd I 
also remember that the wife of a respectiible linen- 
draper, who knew of his crime, and chanced to be iq 
a moralizing mood, once said to me, *'See there, that 
is guilt; what a guilty look he has!". Thedi^certMnly 
seemed to look upon all mankind aa having a special 
misMon to punish him, and to regard the cook, not as 
a nice tidy ^rl, who, when her labours were over, 
washed and cleaned herself against tea, and whodreSsed 
plainly and saved her money, that she might send a 
one-pound note, now and then, to her old mothei^- 
not as a usefnl servant, who skilfully prepared meat for 
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the enjoyment of othera— not as a Christittn having ■ 
■oul to be saved— -not aa a Britiab subject, whose liiie 
could not be taken awa^ without the interveption of 
two juries— not as a citiz«teSs, possesiing a aacred 
iuid indefeanble ligbt to a fnlU ^ft and free te- 
preaentationi nbe&tt actual ot virtualt apd to be 
taxed thereby to the irimostr— not aa a portly penoBt 
the cramby object in which aH the soft wishes t^ the 
coachman were centred — but aa (he abstract enemy 
of lu«<loinB, whose only end in ISfe was to stave in hb 
ribs with the handle of a brush, or to tinnefis him 
with one of the lat^;e8t spits. In Kke manner the white 
AustriBD regards the cu^ous travdier as a person who 
wiH, some day or other, have a Iwnd in turning him 
out of Italy, if not in hanging the puritanical looking 
emperor. 

ScMDAT, OcTOBBR l6.-^The dumnb, or cathedral, 
Btrikea fbrc^sly at first sight, because it is built <rf wUte 
marble, and because of the consequent sharpness of 
the sculptures. I was diaappunted with the lull 
view of the west front ; the Roman doors and windows 
are biota upon its Gothic &ce; but when it is seen 
from the proper point, (the archway to the sooth-west, 
where a sentinel stands,) the efSect ia magical; but 
from a distance it is not great, and cannot be compared 
with the cathedral of Strasburg. The interior ia rich 
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with paintings, statues, altars, and tombs: workmen 
were employed upon tlie roof, which was painted m> 
artfully, that it was difficult ta believe that it was not 
in reality carved and fretted, and in completing the 
party coloured pavement. Cathedrals are never finished; 
for wtuch, as tar as respects Italian priests, B urnet gives 
an uncharitable reason in his travels : " The work will 
not be quite finished yet for some ages, that being one 
or the crafts of the Italian priests never to finish a great 
design ; that so, by keeping it still in an unfinished 
state, they may be always drawing great donatives to it 
from the superstition of the people." These remarks 
are of course only applicable to the Catholics, and by 
no means to the priests of reformed religions; the 
piinisters of dissenters, as we well know, hare an ab> 
borrence for gifts. 

The cathedral was soon crowded with b large con- 
gregation, and the service commenced; there were 
more men present than I had seen hitherto ; and I even 
observed one man at confession, a religious exercise 
wluch is usually confined to the softer and more re- 
penting sex. We descended to the subterranean chapel 
of St. Charles Borromeo, which has been lately com- 
pleted at a vast espense, and is composed entirely of 
embossed silver and brocade: it is hke the boudoir 
of a living beauty, rather than the chapel of a dead 
saint. The priest, who offidated on this occasion as 
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onr guide, was the sleekest person I ever beheld. Oh! 
.the butter, the eggs, the jelly, the cream, tbe cbi>- 
colate; eh, all ye soft and nourishmg thing«, that thu 
man must daily and hourly consume ! 

We visited the public walk, where was a militnfy 
band, and a considerable assemblage of Milanese. 
Some females wore hair-powder; 1 saw many women 
with fine expresMve faoeB ; bnt their complesion and 
-skin were socoerae that, like the fresco paintings, they 
looked well only at a distance : my companion, who 
had not yet recovered the fright which the (presses at 
' Viffese gave him, attributed this defect to exces* at 

We walked round die walls, and complained that 
Review of Milan from thence was poor, b^ng deficient 
in towers and steeples, which give a noble appearance 
to a city: we came tu the church of our lady of the 
passion, S. M. della Paasione, a handsome building, 
painted with good effect, and reposed ourselves there 
^or some time with pleasure. The great theatre alia 
Scala being shut for repairs, we went in the evening to 
the theatre Cannobbiano ; we found a full house, an 
opera, some skilful singers, especially a female, whose 
voice, however, was not very pleasing ; and although a 
ballet-masterof high renown had died about six months 
before, the ballet was well danced. 
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MoNDAT, OcTOBEE 17.^We ascended the duomo; 
Hk aturcBse is good and easy, and coaducts to long 
and remarkable perspectives of pinnacles, buttresses, 
and statues. The roof of a handsome building usually 
remiads us of human infirmity : it is constructed of 
paltry slates, or of ugly lead ; but this is formed of 
large slabs of white marble, accurately JMoed, and is 
iu keeping with the rest of the noble structure, of which 
it is the ornament rather tban the disgrace. Napoleon 
did much to complete the great design, which er^i at 
this time has not been perfected. The view from the 
towa-, except the distant Alps, extends over a country 
as level and as fertile as the pluns which are seen from 
the top of York Minster. The buildings are flat, the 
tiles ugly, and there are no buildings spiriug up, so 
that the aspect of Milan is not majestic. 

The gallery of paintings at the Brera, formerly a 
college of Jesuits, contains many treasures: St. Peter 
and St. Paul, byGuido, isjustlyrenowned; Abraham 
dismisung Hagar, is esteemed the masterpiece of 
Guercino;iDa picture by the father of Raphael, some* 
thing of the peculiar manner of the son may be dis- 
covered : to write down the bare names of all the works 
of merit in this collection would be a considerable 
task; todescribethem were towritea history of painting. 
The saloons for the gallery of antiquities in this palace 
are handsome. The botanical garden is pretty good. 
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The design and execution of the Circus, buitt b3r 
Napoleon, are remarkable; it bringa to mind the 
anciait amphitheatres, but it is somewhat shallow ; and 
from this defidency in depth or height, the effect of 
the seats linng, tow above tow, for a Tuat distance 
which, when they weTe covered with crowds of speo- 
tatoFE, ntqst have been very sublime, tsina great degree 
wanting. 

The triumphal arch, commenced by.I<I&poleoD, at 
(iiebc^naiiig.of the ro^d over the Simplon, ■» built 
of white marble, and covered with reliefs; itiitbereb 
fore beautiful, but in other respects I did not find 
much t« admire; it is in an unfinished atat«: whether 
it will ever be completed is at least doubtful. Why 
should a mtm, who could do greatthings, erect trium- 
phal arches to himself ? he might have safely entrusted 
his glory to the care of others ; it would have been 
more secure with them than in his own keeping : but 
of this, and of many other truths equally evident, the 
uneducated soldier was ignorant. 

The Ambrosian Library does not seem to have a vaft 
□umber of books, but it is rich in manuscripts : ihey 
showed us a Vir^l, transcribed by P<^rarch with his 
own hand, on vellum ; the writing is neat, but it re- 
sembles too much that of an engrosung clerk' There 
are some fine paintings ; many drawings of Leonard" 
da^Vi'nci, and other masters; and the original cartoon 
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of tbe school of Athens, by Raphael, in blsck and 
wlute chalk— it is in good preservation. 

TcesDAT, October 18. — We visited the lamous 
fresco of Leonardo da Vinci, the Cenacolo, or Last 
Sapper, painted on the wall at the top of the refectory 
-of the suppressed convent of our Lady of Graces: it 
is much injured, and as it were utterly destroyed ; yet 
ife could see fine beads, and a fine dramatic effect. 
The cnpola of the church of S. M. delle Gra^ie is 
-from the deugn of Bramante, and is therefore worthy 
-of study. Tbe church of St. Alexander is rich and 
beautiful ; that of the Madonna preaso S. "Celso, is 
perhaps still more so, and of higher celebrity. We 
wasted half an.hour in going to see an ugly picture by 
tbe -worst of human painters, David, of Napoleon 
cnMsiog tbe Alps, and some other ostentatious trump- 
ery, got np in praise of himself by that spoilt child of 
blind fortune, the Corsican Imperial Artilleryn^ku. 

I met with a tall gaunt dcerone in the duomo, who 
explained every stone in the building, and told me the 
subjects of all the large pictures of the life and ex- 
ploits of St. Charles Borromeo, many of which would 
have been perfectly unintelligible without the assistance 
of my long-backed friend ; the festival of this sairft is 
to be celebrated at the beginning of the next month ; 
-tftese paiutiugs are suspended in regular order between 
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the pillars for that solemnity; we were bo fortunate a» 
to visit Milan at a time when we could profit by what- 
ever edification is to be derived from contemplating 

The life of a saint is a strange onei and some of his 
feats were very whimucal ; I did not find a represen- 
tation of the mental reservation of St. Charles, for 
which the Jesuits panegyrize him, and which, is thus 
related : — " This saint expressed great chanty towards 
two fiunons robbers on the highway, who were pursued 
by some officers of j ustice ; they asked the sunt whether 
. he had seen these two criminals passing that way. No,. 
quoth he, they did not pass tfais.way : he had at that 
time his finger in his sleeve, through wbichi his meaning 
was, that the robbers had not passed ; and the officers 
giving credit to his words, ceased front pursuing them, 
by which means they had the opportunity to make thdr 

Several old canUuals' hats are hung up in the church ; 
that must be a carnal mind which can contemplate the 
twdve tassels on each side of a cardinal's hat without 
thinking of the twdve apostles. I was induced to see 
the sacristy, where three priests showed me many em- 
broidered garments, silver statues, much plate, and 
real or artificial jewels; some reliques of the apostles, 
of which they were weak enough to be ashamed, for 
they did not tell me of what they couMsted, and some 
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r^iqua of the dressea of the Blesied Virgitii ot which 
they appeared to be proud ; there were tix or scTen 
piecea of brocade and satin enclosed in crystal cases 
at the end of the branches of a ulver stand, like a 
eaii^esticlc ; the patterns of handsome old-fashioned 
holiday gonnst except the one at the top, which mast 
have been a morning dress, for pickling utd preserring, 
and household works, for it was of a most economical 
kind; it was a gingfaua that had been bonght in a 
cheap shop in Ii<dbon) for fourpcnce or Mxpeoce a 

WeviMted a church) that is said to have been a 
temple of Hercules, and near it in the street we viewed 
a range of indent colnmis. We visited the old «a- 
tbedrat, wluch is interesting for many antiquities, and 
more especmlly as it is said to be the Basilica, in which 
dte celebrated' bishop and father, of the charch, St. 
Ambrose, officiated in the fourth century; a person 
less disreputable than many of the fether* of the chnrch, 
being a lawyer, a gentleman, and a person of some 
learning and eloquence: hewasagteat champion of the 
church, and tnaintiunedsuccessfiiDyagainstavery dis- 
tinguished man, Q. Anrelius Symmachus, the prefect 
of Rome, the famouscontest about repiuring the altar 
of Victory, which was in foct a mode of trying the great 
question, whether the heathen religion should be re- 
%tored. He gained for the church on this spot a glorious 
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triiimi^ by refuaiag admittance to the Emperqi; 
TheodowuS) and fturly excluding hint from this very, 
cathedral, and shutting tins very deor, oa it is said, in 
his face, when he attempted to enter for the purpoie of 
recaving the sacrament. Taluog advantage very art- 
fully of the emperor's unpopularity in coDsequeace of 
a massacre nhich had occurrediin rashly endeavouring: 
to put a stop to an insurrection in Thessalooicai be 
stoutly innsted upon repentance ; the lordly saint haTin^ 
satisfied hioudf that the contritiMi was aincerei ob 
having sated fats appetite &r secular power, about a 
year after admitted lua imperial penitent to a partid- 
pation in the mysterious rites, far which he still lotted. 
The ladies of Milan have lately fitted upiaauez- 
pensive style, by subscription, the chapel of the nster 
of St. Ambrose, St. Marcellino, in tlus church : I aa> 
eerely hope that the Mr saint nill repay them soon in 
such a manner as will be most agreeable to all. 

. Wedkebdav, October 19. — We were detained at 
the gateabout our passpcnls, in going out.of the city 
on foot : we took occasion to scold the iellows. At 
nine we got on board a good boot on the fiue canal 
nhich leads from the Lago Maggiore to Milan, and 
from thence to Pavia ; it is wide and good ; but between 
Milan and Pavia there are eight locks, and most of 
than have a great fell of water. Om party conwsted 
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of an old^lady, >*fio wai reading the Donna Destenatfir 
a romance, which she said was as old as Rome; and a 
femily returniDg to Pavia from a Tisit to an aunt at 
MJIbd. The father and mother read thdr breviarie» 
pretty steadily, the two daughter* were employed in 
knitting; they justified in one respect at least the re- 
serrei the " cont^no riaervato," which the guide-lxralis 
attribute to the ladies at Pavia, as thrar distinguishiog 
characterittic ; the mother scolded her daughtera per- 
Mvetinglyt for having walked with thar father, the 
preceding evening in the streets of Milan in the twi- 
light; they excuaed themselves by sayings that diey 
were to inach wrapped up that they could not be 
known : but this did not psafy the <Ad lady. 

However exteneive the knowledge of the father might 
be oil other subjects, it was not great in geogra{^y; 
amongst many absurdities about Englaud, be re- 
marked, that it must be a high gratification to walk 
down to the sea-shore, and to look across the sea at 
Gibraltar, and to reflect that it belouga to the English. 

We arrived at three, and were detained some minutes 
at the gate for our passports ; the people were scolded, 
and deservedly, for they had ourpassporta agmn frmn the 
ion; and in quitting Paviai I waa again detained by a 
dunce who could neither read iior write, but who re- 
quired me to write my name and description in a book 
inyself. 
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' The mnseum of aoBtomy is moHt Bdmimble; ifhilst' 
we were coDsidering the vaiious objects, aa Italiao' 
lady and gentlemaa entered; I expected ceitainly to 
see her withdraw, when she tband tl»t the collection, 
was more excellent than select ; ehe was a calm, grave, 
good-looking woman of tturty-five, and examioed' 
every thing minutely^ when the keeper of themuieatai 
pointed out to her, aa' to a scientific person, the 
most secret of nature's mysteries, she drew near, 
and contemplated them with a qiiiet and profound 
attention. 

The unfinished cathedral is large and handsiMDe,: its 
beliry, or tower, stands at a distance, and there is a 
house between them to keep the peace: 1 like this in- 
dependence in a tower; the devil take the church, it 
seems to say, here stand 1 1 The aspect of tUs crazy 
old aty, the aodent capital of tbe Lombards, is in- 
teresting ; and the vestiges of this Scandinavian nation, 
called, from the extreme length of llieir beards, Longo- 
bardi, as tii^r hietorian, Paulus Diaconus, himself 
a Lombard, and doubtless bearded like a billy-goat, 
informs us; a people who, as tbe same hairy wntcr 
tells us, governed with so much equity and moderation* 
that most other nations envied the happiness of those 
who lived under them : tbe names Luitprand and Hil- 
debrand, Clodisvinta and Helmichild, are a little out 
of the common way, to say nothing of Gaiielgnnia, 
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vrluclHs said to have been " nomen fceminK apud Lan- 
gobardos;" would it not be charming to findamongct 
the reserved femnles of the Langobardic metropolis, a 
lovely nymph of the latter namei and tenderly to ad- 
dress her-— my dearest Gaitdgriuaa i 

TauKBDAT, October 30. — We drove iu an opoi^ . 
carnage to the Certom, a £harch and conventr of the 
Carthunanst near Paria ; the country on all adta la 
saody, and quite flat, but fertile and well wooded ; so 
fertile indeed, that it is called the garden <^ the 
Milanese. The outude has the appearance of a mosque 
rather than of a church : the west front is carved in a 
, surprinng mBDner; its exceaave richness astonishes: 
the inside surpasses all that one can dream or imagine 
of costly decoration. The roof is painted with various 
pattens, the walls with fine frescos ; there are oil- 
paintings in all the slde-chapels, and the numerous 
altars are inlaid with precious stones set in white marble, 
or richly carved in relief ; thetnuwept, choir, and espe- 
cially the high altar, are adorned in like manner; and 
statues and mtmumeDts abound. If any thiag is un- 
worthy the edifice, it is the pavement; ifit we«well 
tessellated, it would be perfect. This church is also 
interesting historically ; for Frencis I. of France, aft^ 
his defetd at the battle of Pa via, came here to surrender 
bimsdf. It rained a little as we returned ; I had not 
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6sp«riencetl (he inconvenioice of a shAifrer nnce I 
quitted Genera. 

The nnivereitf of Pavia is a spacious and noble 
building ; die mugeuin of natural history is very good; 
Aa it was the vacation, we Goutd not find the otbef 
keepers to show us 'the remaining collections: We 
stumbled by chance upon the hospital — there are one 
thousand eight httudred ' beds ; every thing seemed 
clean and nelt amnged. There are msny tall brick 
toners, in which the ancient nobility were- besieged by 
cue another in the good old feudal times ; they must 
be of considerable antiquity ; yet the holes of the 
scaffolding still remain. The church of St. Michael, 
in wbid) the'Lombard kings were crowned, is, boti) 
within and without, a specimen of pure Saxon archi- 
tecture, which is the rudest and most clumsy mode of 
omameiiting a building; the relief is so smtdl, the 
profile so fiat, that it produces an appearance of mean^ 
ness ; there is nevertheless something haudsome in the 
general eflect. 

In the south transept, in a glass case, there is a metal 
image of the Saviour on the cross ; the inscription on 
the wall records, that when a neighbouring monastery 
was suppre8sed,tbe image was removed hither; and that 
an inscription on the image relates that it was made by 
Agbarus, king of Assyria, the year in which Christ was 
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crucified. Agbarua, alias Abgarus, alias AgabaruEialia^ 
Abagani«> was a king, or toparcfa, of fldessa, a sraall 
city of Arabia : be is called indifferently by any of the 
four names, but Agbaras is usually preferred, because, 
it is said, tbat word, or one nearly umilar, signifies iu 
Arabic potentissimus, and wa» a commoD title of the 
kiugs of Edessa. Eusebius, in bis Ecclesiastical 
History, relates that this prince, labouring under a 
giievouB distemper, incurable by human skill, having 
heard of the miraculous cores perfonned by Jesus in 
Judea, sent him a letter, entreating him to come to 
lum and cure his lUsease; aud promiung him in 
his smalt city a secure asylum from his enemies: 
and that Jesus in return rouchsafed to write him a 
letter, in which, though be refused to visit him, he 
promised to send one of his disciples, nbo should 
heal his distemper and bring him salvation. Basebius 
inserts the letters, and adds, that after the ascenuon 
of Jesus, Thomas, one of the twelve apostles, sent 
Thaddeus, one of Christ's seventy disciples, to Edessa, 
who, having converted Agbarus to the Christian ttath, 
miraculously cured him, and performed many other 
umilar wonders. Tlus story Eusebiua ^ves on the 
evidence of the public records of the city of Edessa, 
in which those transactions were preserved from that 
time to his day ; the letters he assures us were taken 
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from the Brchives, and were translated word for word 
from the Syriac. 

Ib the inscriptioQ on the image in LatiD, Greek> or 
any other language? and how would its credit be raiied 
by the language f I presume that a nearer inspection 
would not be permitted ; a proof that, in the opinion of 
those who have the care of it, it would not bear ex- 
amination. My compatiioni who made some inquiries 
on the subject, informed me that it was stated to be 
made of nlver ; be bravely took a copy of the writing 
on the wall, in defiance of all inquisitive observers, and 
kindly supplied me with it. — 

Ag;abaraB AstiriDrum Rex 

Huia prodigiaaun im^nem facrt 

Anno quo X P S. moituna est. 

Sic hoc sacnim iiucribebatur Bimalactam 

Cum in Saacta: Mans Theodotie delubia colebatui 

Anno KOtem M D. C C J C Soluto snnsTo Mon&steiio 

Ad banc inugDem Baiilicam traTnlatuni fuil. 

To digest such a story as this respecting the image, 
the assistance of a most courageous f^utb is necessary ; 
it is extraordinary, or, in the language of the office, 
praeterordinary : — 

Qaod HOD capis, qaod non vides, 

Animosa finoat £dcB, 

Prater renini ardinam. 
The bridge over the Ticino is a good bridge for all 
purposes but to look at ; it is exceedingly ugly. The 
Ticino here is a goodly river, and apt to increase m 
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floods to B size that must be inconrenieDt to his neigh- 
bours : I looked at turn with the interest of a fatbeci or 
of a nurse, for I had leea him rite a tiny stream from a 
little lake on the St. Ootthard; he has the great merit of 
bringing the chief supply of water to the lovdy Lago 
Magg^OTc, through which he flows, and having passed 
under the ugly bridge, he goes to swell the Po. From 
the opponte nde of the river the ancient capital of the 
Ltfrnbards is fully Been, but it appears to be but a 
■faabby place. 

The unjust and cruel fate of a learned and excellent 
man, at a period when leamiog and virtue were rare, if 
one of the sourcea of interest in Pavia: we inquired 
after the tower in which the Consul Boethius was put 
to death at the banning of the sixth century, but the 
persons to whom we applied were not able to direct us; 
and we would have viwted his tomb iu the church of 
St. Augustine, but we were informed, that that church, 
and a great many others, had been suppressed. 

Few works have attained to greater popularity than 
the five books of this man, of 'consular dignity, on the 
consolation of philosophy; it is a production of ex- 
traordinary excellence and elegance ; it was the great 
classic of the middle ages, and has been justly styled 
*■ a golden volume, not unworthy of the leisure of Plato 
or Tnlly, but which claims incomparable merit from 
the barbarism of the times, aud the situation of the 
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antbor." The patriot and schdar Ltmenta in pnne and 
Tene alternately his impriBonment and miafortunei; 
when Buddenly a female appears to him ; " vim est 
mulieT)" Bsye Boethiua, " reverendi admodum vultua, 
ocalis ardentibuB et ultra communem bominum TsleD- 
tiam perspicacibuB ;" ber ardent and perapicaciouB eyet 
remind ub of Dante's Beatricei the espresuoa " reve- 
rendi admodum vultusi" as we have unfortnnately pol- 
luted and miaapplied the epithet very reverend, denotes 
only with a ftice like a dean, of a rubicundity " ultn 
commnnem hominnm valaktiain." The fonale is Phi- 
losophy, and she tries to soothe and console the unhappy 
captive by argument and con^tation : she uses prose - 
and vene equally, and the latter she sings ; •• Hae« 
«um-Pbilo»ophia, dignitate vultua et oris gravitate 
servat&, leniter suaviterque ceclniBHet." The consul, 
like any other man who presumes to dispute with a 
lady, of course has the worst of it ; heisnotjien-pecked 
bke some) or chicken-pecked like others, but &iriy 
philosophy-peeked ; and he is at last duly confuted aud 
comforted. Snch is the cataetrophe of the work ; the 
judicious Le Clerc, who has criticised it, wonders that 
the author does not answer the qnestioa he had pro- 
posed," Si quidemDeu8est,undemala?" Other, and 
even theoli^cal writings, are attributed to Boethius; 
i have not examined the evidence upon which he is 
ch»ged with the latter ; but without strong proof, it is 
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exceedingly difficult to beliere, that a mind capable of 
producing a volume not uiiiTortlty of the leisure of 
Plato, could also discuss the mystery of theTiiuity, or 
condescend to moot the questioni " Quomodo snb- 
stantis, in eo quod sint, bonse sint, cura non sint 
substantialia bona ?" 

I£s book, De Consotatione Philosophies, has had 
the siag;ular fortune to be translated by two English 
luonarchs, and in both instances, under circumstances 
somewhat umilar to those under which the author com- 
posed his work : our Alfred, at a time when his dis- 
tresses compelled him to seek retirouent, made a com- 
plete translation of it into the Saxon language; and 
Camden relates, that Queen Elizabeth, during the 
time she was imprisoned by her nster Mary, trans- 
lated it also into English. 

Fkidat, Octobbb 21.— I quitted my kind fellow- 
traveller with r^^ret, and set out -aloue in a little 
open carriage at six, on a fine but cold morning, and 
crossed the Ticino, and soon afterwards the Po, by a 
bridge of boats; I was glad to solute thotdasMcal river. 
The country is sandy and quite flat, but very fertile ; 
the distaut Alps have a pleatung effect. At ten I casae 
toVoghera. Themarket in this small dtywascrowded 
with country people and their mules. The unfinished 
cathedral is targe, modern, and handsome. 1 saw many 
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fine Women for so-Binall a place. After two boare' rest 
we started onr steed again ; the country waa still flatt 
fertile, and pleasant; in most of the white mulberrf 
fa^es that skirted the road, was a man, noroan, or hoy, 
gathering the leaves, and patting them into a sack or 
basket. 

We passed Tortona, but did not enter the city. At 
five we came to Novi : it has churches and a market- 
place; the pleasant hills in the vicinity, give it a cheerful 
appearance. I was informed that a person who is not 
an admirer of fortifications, is not repwd for making a 
tnrcuit to take in the fortress of Alessandria ddla 
Pi^lia, or Alexandria of the Straw ; which is thus nick- 
named, because, through scarcity of wood, the inha- 
bitants heat their ovens with straw. 

Satobuay, Octobbr 22. — I rose at the unnatural 
hour of four, and got into a good roomy carriage drawn 
by three horses, with four other persons, the servants 
of a nobleman of Turin, and a boy three years and a 
half old; and thus commenced travelling in true Italian 
fesbion, by vettuiino. The road waa hilly and ex- 
tremely dusty, the land bad, and producing a great 
quantity of chestnuts: as we approached Genoa we 
found handsome country-houses — but for the absence 
of green fields and the presence of dry rivers, which in 
e lai^ tracte of bare shingles, it would be a 
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fine coantry. From tbe top of a hill I first mw and 
saluted tbe much-sung Mediterranean with pleasure, 
although 1 have too much reason to be dissatisfied with 
that sea. It is said that the Italians are temperate, and 
by no mesns great eaters^^there are surely some eicep- 
lions: 1 have seen Italian womeD devour most frightful 
suppers.. I remember once observing in a coffee-house 
in LondoDi an Italian singer of great oomic powerst 
dealing drastically vitb a loin of pork, iti a manner 
peculiar, energetic, and almost uiraculotis. 

As soon as it nas light thia morning, the boy of three 
years and a half old, who wfcs e&Ued a delicate child, ate 
cakes and sweatmeats for an hour ; he then took to. 
bread aud cheese and the legs of cold fowls, and after- 
wards to hard pears, and washed them down with a good 
glass of wine; ao far from being fatigued, he kept ask- 
ing for bread, and, pointing to the ch^tnutson the trees, 
said that they were good to eat. At ten we had a breuk- 
fiist A la foilrchette ; as it was a meagre day, some of 
the party abstained from flesh— -the boy served on both 
sides with credit ; he ate meat with the feasters, and lish 
and ^gs with t^ fasters ; and after this meal he found 
out two Spaniards, who were' busy with a fowl and 
sausages, and partook of their fare. During our after- 
noon's ride, he did not refuse comfits and fruit ; and 
when I asked him if he was hungry, if he would like a 
slice of cold meat, some cheese, and a hard boiled egg. 
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he always ansvered ye», Add eeertied di^ppoioted that 
it wfts only a question of idle curioBity. 

The view of Genoa from the liglit-houBe is atrikibg. 
I was pleased with the joyful meeting of our Italian^ 
with tbdr relations, especially of two ustere ; 006 bad 
walked out of the city, above a mile, to mtet the other, 
and she ran by the side of the carriage till it stopp^; 
they kept kiwing hands to each other heartily, and 
■seemed beside themselves with jciy. Are we not guilty 
of stifling tod much these good feehngs ? 

I put up at the hotel of the Foiir Nations— tins sign 
U common on the Continent, as well as the Three Kings : 
I hare not met with eitb«- of them in England. The 
Three Kings are undoubtedly the three magi, or wise 
men of the East; and the Three Crowiia, which is also 
a sign, are the crowns of the magi : aa every thing is 
Scriptural, the Four Nations are the Assyrians, the 
Persians, the Greeks, and the Romans — the four great 
monarchies, or kingdoms, of the prophet Darnel ; who 
was perhaps greater as a prophet than as a historian. 
There was a Violent rain and furious storin during the 
night. 

Sdnoat, Octobeb 33. — I slept for the first time 
under a mosquito net — I felt like the lioui in the fable 
of the lion and the mouse; and I longed for some 
friendly mouse to gnaw the net, and set me at liberty. 
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I set out at nine with a guide to see the city ; I had 
great difficulty in making my guide speak Italian — 
the innkeepers and their servants prefer French, either 
that they may show their learning, or because they think 
that the traveller who speaks Italian, means to pay in 
the Italian style. On entering Italy I made q vow, or 
resolution, never to speak a word of French, rather to 
go without what I wanted ; and I adhered to it most 
rigorously. 

The Strada Balbi, with its three fine palaces, is very 
noble, as well as the Sttada Novissima and the Strada 
Nova ; they join together, and form one handsome 
street. The view from the terrace in the gardens of 
the Doria* palace is charming ; on a summer's evening 
it must be an inconcdvably delightful spot. The 
palace is interesting' from the historical recollections 
of Andrew Doria, the father of his country and the 
restorer of its liberty-^the WaBhington of 1528 ; who, 
if be did hot refuse a proffered crown, was at least too 
magnanimous to yield to the vulgar ambition of mak- 
ing himself a king. The church of the Annunciatioa 
is handsome within, and is adorned with good frescos ; 
there was a great crowd to hear the military mass ; the 
martial mu»c had a fine effect : the soldiers are neat 
and clean ; I was told that they had learned of the 
English troops to keep themselves clean. I visited a 
large palace with a noble collection of pictures, and 
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another vhh a fine saloon of ^Ided marble, vhich 
delights the French, and therefore canoot be in a good 
taste — but it is certainly excessively rich and handsome. 
The Garden di Negri has a charming view, and all the 
terraces, grottos, bowers, and betvideres of an Italian 
garden. The catliedral is ancient and ugly, built in 
black and white stripes, like a magpie. An ele^nt 
church lias two good pictures, one by Rubens, Ae 
other by Guido ; another church has some remarkable 
reUefs, and many hare escellent frescos. 

The church Carignani is large and plain ; white 
stucco appears cold and bare to eyes that have j ust been 
gazing on the warm paintings of the other churches : 
there are some good pictures and lai^ statues ; one of 
St, Sebastian, by Puget, is much admired, but he is 
neither standing aor hanging ; I do not like misplaced 
idealism ; if a god has feet he should stand upon them— 
I cannot admire a sunt, hero, or god, who walks - 
through the streets on his hands, and picks his teeth 
with his toes. 

From the promenade on the old walls, and from the 
pier, and from the top of the church Carignani, we 
obtained excellent views of the dty and of the port 
Many olive-trees grow around the city; and immense 
fig-trees are found in the courts of many bouses and 
palaces: I saw the beautiful fruit of the arbutus ex- 
posed for sale on the stalls : it is said to be unwholesome. 
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that only a few can be eat«n with safety. The womeo 
are not bandsome ; but the white val which they wear 
on their heads is becoming. The houBes are extremely 
high and the streets surprisingly narrow ; they are 
paved with large stones, with a narrow path of clinkers 
in the middle for the boreea. The roofs of the houses 
are of an agreeable buci b^ng all covered with a light- 
coloured slqte, wtuch adds much to the beauty of this 
superb <nty. The figs are excellent ; wlten opened tb^ 
areofabright pink, which I take to be the sign of a 
good fig. I found the fish good and fresh; small 
Johii-Dor^s, and a little white fish, which, hut Cor its 
tiny black eyes, would pass for pipe-macaroni. Fish 
ought to be scarce here, if we may believe- the proverb, 
which g^ves such an unfavourably character of Genoa;— - 
Mountains without wood, a. sea without fiehf a people 
without faitb) and women without modesty. " Monti 
senza l^no, mare senza pesce, gente senza fed«^ e 
donne senza v^i^gna." 

MoKDAT, OcTOBEK 24.— Of all the troublesome 
places for a passport, this is one of the most trouble- 
some: tbey made me go in person to the police—then 
to the governor, and pay the ^low five franc* — then to 
the Hnglish consul, which was unnecessary — then to a 
wretch of a Tuscan consul, who lived on the second 
fioor in a little back street; and in imitation of his 
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betters, the garreteo* made me pay two fniiics more — 
it was then neceBsbry to send my passport to the gover- 
nor agaiD) and finally to the police : the whole ai^r 
took up much time, and was a great nuisance. If the 
worthless animal who at present is styled King of 
Sartliaia, Cyprus, and Jerusalem, were, as is much to 
be wished, only and actually monarch of Jerusalem 
alone, he could not treat travellers with a ^eater or 
more stupid illiberality. 

Having at last obtained my passport, I visited a 
palace which contains some escetleat pictures; four 
admirable Guidos in one room, especially the Cleopatra. 
In another palace, new and Inndsomely furnished, and 
highly perfumed with frankincense, were some exqui- 
tute paintings in good repair ; two long narrow laud- 
scapes by Titian are considered great curiosities. In 
the royal palace is a superb production of Paul Vero- 
nese — Mary Magdalene anointing the feet of Christ. 
The arsenal contains, as usual, some muskets ; somer 
thing that might be the work of ah £nglisb blacksmith, 
. butit is said to bean aMneat rostrum; itwasfoundiu 
the sea in cleaning out the harbour ; it has been fixed 
in the wall ; and an iiiscnptibn says, that the Genoese 
have dedicated it to the naval gloiy of tl^ur ancestors. 
It is not abore a foot long, and, as has justly been 
observed, it would perhaps never have been thought the 
beak of a^p, had it not been found in ho probable a 
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ptace as the haven. The garden of the bouse, where 
eome Engliiih consul or mintster had lived, ii steep and 
pleasant— the view from the sumraer-'faouse at the top 
of the garden) ia delightful ; the day was very fine ; that 
it was agreeable to sit iu the open air on a marble beach, 
is a good criterion of the climate. 

The poor-house is an immense building; in the 
cbap'el is a round basso-relievo, in marble, of the 
Madonna supporting a dead Christ; the heads only, 
and the hands of the Virgin, are given — but it is simple, 
itttural, and affecting ; and the skill with which the hair 
of Christ is expressed, is creditable even to Michael 
Angelo. We met a sedan chur coming from the poor- 
house with a girl in it, who hadnmost doleful tace, and 
a woman was following her ou foot; we asked the 
matron, an ungracious person, what the girl had bees 
doing ? she answered generally, that she had been 
standing naughty, stava cattirta ; in what posture she 
had been standing we could not learn, or what they 
were going to do with her. In the kitchen they were 
ladling out soup, thick with cabbage and vegetables, 
into basons ofthe colour and texture of fiower-pots, and 
they put into each a little morsel of paste, which a 
woman was preparing in a mortar. 1 approached the 
mortar to see what it was, when a middle-aged woEOait, 
in a religious habit like a nun, came to me, and said, 
that the paste was to flavour the soup, and>that it Cod- 
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sisted of cheese and garlic pounded t<^;edier. Site then 
b«gau an encomium on g;arlic, and said that it waa a 
nholesome and indeed a wonderful thing, for if there 
was any wind upon the stomach it enabled it to come 
up ; of which, nith more simplicity than gtacei she 
gave a piactical illustration, 

" In notu with mko; a windiDg bout, 
Ot linked Bweetaeu long dntwu out ;" 
adding, triumphantly, " There, I could not do so, if 
I did not eat garlic." She next led me to a sort of 
cloister, where a number of yonng women were sitting, 
and told me that they belonged to the house, but that 
it was not like a convtnt, for I might many any of them 
I chose. I asked how many of them I might have ; she 
said oaly one at once, but if she died I might have 
another. I olwerved, that I could do as much as that 
in my own country, and retired. I confess I lUd not 
feel tempted to take ather a wife or a cook from that 
establishmeiiL 

There are but few public institutions at Genoa; 
most of the lions are prifate property. There is a cer- 
tain shyness, the attendant upon dishonesty, in the 
Italians; although tbeyarecheerfuland good-tempered, 
they are far lees chatty and sociable than the English ; 
but 1 cannot believe that they are such great rogues 
as they seem to think themsdire* ; why thenthis shy 
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ToesDAY, OcTOESB 9S. — At the early hour of 
half-pHst fonr, I was roused for the purpose of execut- 
ing, within the day, a. journey of eome thirty miles. I 
weut to seek my vetturino ; and when we were just on 
the point of departure, three young Germans, who were 
to occupy the inside of the carriage with mysfQf, un- 
luckily raised the question, whether the price was to be 
pwd in lire or francs; it would make a difference of 
one-seventh parti and it led to e lon^ dispute. At lart 
all parties were unanimous in referring to the master 
of the carriage, with whom the bargain had been made ; 
the umple Germans betiered that he would decide 
against himself and for them, if the interests of justice 
required it : I have often observed that this is one of 
the ways in which men are moat easily duped, inagreeing 
to refer to the decision of an unjust and partial tribu- 
nal. At last the silly suitors returned, and prised my 
penetration, for the decree of the Lord Chanceltar was, 
as I had predicted, in favour of francs ; they were how- 
ever satisfied with the determination, because he had 
agreed to take a certain sum for the present, or butma 
mono; in this also they were tricked; because,' as that 
is entirety voluntary, they had the game in their own 
hands ; and if they thought that they were imposed 
upon as to the price, they might have indiemnified them- 
selves amply out of this fund, and have avoided a}) 
dispute and loss of time. 



Dglizac^y Google 



We did not Bet off until half-paBt dght ; a Spaniard, 
who was to ocGupj' the cabriolet, bad the never-failing 
resource of hie cegar»— be smoked away the four hours 
with perfect componure; I am nohappily no smolcer: 
and as I happen to know exactly the value of tiue 
which is spent in judicial iaquiriea and decinoosi and 
how usefully it is enkployed ; that in the few cases where 
every thing is not predetermined and arraoged before- 
hand, itis much better to take a pair of dice, or a lialf- 
penny, and to settle tbe point in dispute in u moment, 
upon principles equally rational and more satistactory ; 
I was, I confers, gomewfaat impatitait; and wished sin- 
cerely that tbe golden simplicity of tbe Germans had 
been £urly exbaostsd in the proper period of the world, 
the golden age; for in this age of iron, in Italy and 
in Genoa, it appeared to be exceedingly out of place. 

Whilst I nan wai^ng, I wa9 told that the wihd was 
iair, and the day was fine, wliich was perfectly true, 
and that we should soon be blown along to Leghorn— 
this wag less certain ; aid as I am not fond of trusting 
myselftothesea, I was especially unwilhng to "wander 
in that perilous flood " at this season, and in a felueca. 
We crossed a dry river, and followed a fine road close 
upon tbe sea-shore ; tbe country was very beautiful — 
olive trees in profusion, and in tbe gardens orange and 
lemon trees covered with fruit. We took a slight re- 
pait in the middle of the day, at a poor ion, and slept 
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at Sestri. I found the temperature warm and com- 
fortable ; but the little Spaniard, nbo had been accus- 
tomed to the climate of Seville, complained bitterly of 
the cold ; he anticipated with horror, the thoughts of 
pas»ng a winter in Rome; and declared, that the in- 
clemency of the climate nould kill him : an Italian sky 
is proverbiali amongst us northern nations, as breathing 
nothing but the soft gales of Paradise. 

My German companions treated me all day with 
extraordinary respect, in consequence of a ludicrous 
mistake ; tbqr had asked the vetturino of what rank 
their companion was to be ; he sud a Mgh lord, un aiio 
iignore, he did not exactly know what, he believed an 
abate. How the man took this notion into bis head 
I cannot qomprdiend, unless it was, that he saw me 
when I was at dinner, after a walk of nine hours ; and 
he judged of my qnality from my appetite, which) in 
his opinion, could only be found in such unsophisticated 
purity in the jolly abbot of a rich, monastery. How- 
ever the notion originated, the good Germans believed 
it all day; and it was not until I chanced to say that I 
was an Englishman, and one of them asked if we had 
still abbots in England, that the matter was explained, 
to the great diversion of all the parly, both lay and 
eccleuastical. 
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Wednesdat, October s€. — We raae at an un- 
natural hour, and slowly proceeded to Boi^hetto, or, 
as it is nick-named, Porchetfo, the little pigi a filthy 
and pi^sb place, where we dined. After dinner I set 
off to walk to Spezia : the distance is twelve Italian or 
geographical, therefore, nearly fourteen English miles ; 
I had advanced within half a mile of Spezia before 
. the carriage overtook mej the vetturini travel a little 
faster than it is convenient to walk, but not much ; a 
little law enables the pedestrian to keep a long time in 
advance. The new road goes to the left, and conse- 
quently leaves the sea and passes inland, through a 
solitary country covered with woods of low chestnut- 
trees; it is laid out on scientific principles, executed 
in a handsome and expensive style, and when completed 
will be an excellent road. For a long time Genoa has 
been, for so lai^e, so rich, and so important a place, 
the most inaccessible spot in the world; this road will 
facilitate the intercourse with Florence, Leghorn) and 
the south; on the north the new road over the Bocchetta 
connects it with Milan and Turiu.'and the northern 
nations. On turning the comer by an old olive-tree at 
the top of the hill, I came suddenly upon a noble 
vi^w of the fotal gnlph of Spezia, and of "the re- 
morseless deep : " the day had been wild, but the even- 
ing was calm and fine ; the country is beautiful; the 
Appenines on the left wete. white with m»ow like Alp*. 
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Where Btiould a poet bll asleept but at Spezia > if here 
should he continue to slumber, but tu Rome ? — 
It was dusk nhen ne arrived in Spezia, at a clean 
comfortable inn, the Two Moors. 

THUBSDATt OcToBEK 37. — We commenced our 
journey at four ; tt'^ moon and stars shone so bright 
that it nas light a« day ; for a short distance we passed 
by the very edgfe of the treacherous sea, which was 
smooth as a mirror. When day-light came we found 
the ground quite wtute with the hoar frost ; it was et~ 
tremely cold. We crossed the Magia, and soon after- 
wards entered Sarzana, where we break&sted on coffee*, 
flgs, and eggs fried in oil — the Italian version of eggs 
and bacon, which, if the materials be good, is an ex- 
cellent dish. We met some peasant girls with ex- 
tranely tniaute hats. We walked about the city, 
which is neat ; the cathedral is a handsome building; 
Ibe marble altars in tbe tranaeptsare well carved. Our 
appearance escited some curiosity, and even disturbed 
tbe gravity of a funetvl jn the (»thedral. The Spa- 
niard wore a laced jacket, iastened with points instead 
of buttons ; and his bead was smartly tied up in a co- 
loured handkerchief, like a French froEUan. Of the 
three Germans, two had blue shirts, the other a brown 
one, with red leather girdles about ^etr loins ; of one 
the flowing locks were surmounted by a smalt 



Dglizac^y Google 



SABZANA. 887 

skull-cap of red velvet: I wore, what perhaps seemed 
tbe most outlandish garment of all, an English drab 
great-coBt aitd a travelling cap, like tbe other two 
Germans. The people of the aty stared and followed 
hb ; at last a tobacconist came out of his shop, and 
said to m^ wt^ a ctvil bat somewhat pompous air, 
"Pray, sir, are yoii Rot Greeks?" I answered, "Yes, 
we are ; and I am Homer, the father of poetry." He 
did not appear to. compTchend my reply, but bowed 
and retired. 

We stopped to look at some object, when a woman 
of a certain age, but still handsoine, whose eyes most 
have made sad ravages ainongst the hearts of tbe shop- 
keepers of the place, said to me, for I was lagging 
behittd, " It is a fine day," or something of the kind, 
and immediately aJWwards, "My dearer, (caro ug- 
nore,) pray tell me what you are ? " I inquired, "Do 
you really wish to know?" She ensweredt" lam already 
dead with anxiety." "Then, cam signora," I said, 
"know, ihat the little man with the eiitbroidered coat, 
is a Spanish apothecary, a good mtm, and, I believe, 
clever in his profession; the other three Are Germaiis, 
for in Germany the students, and in England the 
butchers, wear those shirts; and I ,am an unfortunate 
Englishman." "A thousand thanks 1 a thousand 
thanks!" she hastily said; and ran away to swell the 
triumph of beauty, and to tell all over the city a se*. 
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cret, which all the dignity and all the anthnritjr nf the 
tobacconist could not draw forth, but which had been 
instantif yielded up to the irrenstible power of her 
charms. 

We passed MaBsa> a neat little townt m<mt agreeably 
situated; the neighbouring quarries of white marble 
at Carrara are 8^d to be worth a visit, which we could 
not afford them : we observed fine pieces of white 
marble applied to the most ordinary purposes. We 
arrived in good time at Pietra Santa; we explored the 
neat town, which contains, besides many pretty women, 
a handsome cathedral and baptistry : after supper we 
took a cup of coffee in the CaSi di Dante, an impoung 
title) and a stern patrOn for a place of amnsement. 

In a double-bedded room, the litUe Spaniard occu- 
pied the other bed, I was amused by the singular 
manner in which the stranger from the banks of the 
Guadalquivir disposed himself for rest — having cvre- 
Fnlly put his hair in papers like a woman, he lighted a 
cegaTi and getting into his nest, quietly smoked him- 
self to sleep, and thus wafted his fancy in a cloud back 
to his native Andalu^. 

Fridat, October 28. — I had been told by many 
travellers, that in Italy it would be imprudent, on en- 
tering an inn, to order whatever I wished for, end to 
trust to the honesty of the innkeeper ; that the bill 
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would not be extraragantly uBteasonable; but, that it 
was secesNiy to <make a previouB bargun for such ac- 
cimuDoda^oa as I might desire. The great pleaatine 
of human life is to trust, and to be trusted ; and thjg 
practice was so odious in my eyes, that 1 was deter- 
mined to use tiie couiie that 1 had Intherto foUowedt 
Mid not to make a special cootract until I was.ou<^ 
grossly imposed upon. 

This morning at four o'clock I thought my houi was 
cone, and that I must henceforth be a regular higgler, 

• and agree beforehand for the price of my bed and c^ 
every morsel I wa» to put into ray mouth. When I 

. asked my laudlady what I was to pay for. my enter- 

' tainment,' she named . a sum .that was nearly double 
the rate at which a traveller, who wished to be well 
treated, ought to pay : I said to myself, " N«w I mMst 
begin to-i3aakebargaiu3,"~'-and laid the money qnietly 

- on the table ; sbe totJc it up and went away. 

There wag some delay in harnessing the horses ;. I 
remained at the table sipping roy. coffee. until I was 

' called : in about twenty minutes the woman returned, 
and laying down some money before me, .was going 

. Tiway; I said to her, "What is the mattet>-~-what is 
this money?" ' With the air .of a, penitent making 
reatitution, she answered, "The account will stand 
better thus," and went down stairs. I found that she 

. JMd returned about half the sum I had paid her: I 
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tboDgbt that tbit shonld go for notbtng, aod that I 
mw ab>otred Mice oaoie at lea^t from the uapleaaaut 
neceaatf ofdiiritigabargUD. I related this ad voituie 
tomanypetMiu who bod travelled much in Italy; they 
■id it was very remarkable, that they had never Piet 
with any thing of the kiiidi and that they never taw 
Bgun a piece-of ataaej, great or small, that th^ bad 
Mice parted with. 

If any conduct will inapue boneslyt it is the ap- 
pMumnce of coufid^ue, (ot pemoos will frequently 
ch«t Aow who Dunifeat diatriuti and spare otbera 
wbateem to confide in them; thus meni who venture 
IxJdly into the lion's den, generally cx>me out aahurt. 
If I were aakcd whether I would therefore adnse any 
one to pay the lion a familiar visit, I would say, " No, 
becatue too much would be siaked;"- but wh«i the 
question is, whether five or ten ahillings is to. be paid, 
the traveller, who desires to see mea and manners, 
must elect either to make sure of his five shillings, or 
to risk tbeai occasionally for the sake of a moral espe- 
timeot ; as for our amu^nent we play at cards for 
small sums. 

The motning was cold, the ground white with the 
boar frosL When the hones st<^ped ataanall public- 
house to bait, we walked over a considerable bill, from 
the top of which we had a good view of the coast, and 
what was at that time a novdfy, some pastures and 
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marshes near Viareggio; the sides of the hill we?e 
cUi^cened by the itex. We sat upoo a wall until the 
carriage eame up ; and soon after we had mounted itt 
we croaged the Serchio by a bridge at a fbort dittiuice 
from Lucca. 

We found many large canea growiBg on the bank* 
of this pretty little river, which the Italians ute for 
niaoy purposes; the women often b[hd with adiatafFof 
the mogt eimple coiutrnction possible: the mctoot 
d»tafl^, from which the Utet hare eternally drawn the 
varied thread of human life, cannot be less artificial-— 
it is in fact a [nece of one of thes^canes, about two feet 
in length, ruddy broken off, with tfaeflax at titetop. 

Throogb cold, hunger, and fttigue, I fell asleep; 
when I awoke I saw Pisa before me. I was captivated 
with the calm beauty of Pisa ; and I was treated there 
with so mud) rf»1 kindness, that 1 had only to r^ret 
that it wu my lot to vint it raice only, and for a very 
sborMime. 

Saturday, October 39.— The Lung' Amo is fine, 
but the Arno is muddy ; in the Italian landscape gnm 
and large trees are wanting, and the rivers are either 
quite dry or muddy. The custom-houses are exceed- 
ir^ly annoying in tins little state; for fiscar purposes 
they shut the Porta della Spiaggi* at five o'clock in 
the evening; and having locked, bolted, and barred 
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the gate, they leave it j so that all access to the city 
from the country on that Bide is as completely pre- 
cluded as if the city were invested by abesie^ngBrmy, 
which is BQ enonnouB inconvenience; and this most 
monstrous piece of tyranny is perpetrated because file 
person, to whom the stupid Tuscans passively submit 
themselveB, does not choose to hire a gate-keeper, to 
prevent his being cheated in the toll of a turnip or 
a carrot. All day long the soldiers are employed at the 
gates in. stopping the market-carts and countiog the 
cabbages, or in thrusting iron skewers through the 
baskets of manure, which boys or asses carry out of 
the city; when I passed the gates in a caliche they 
made Die stand up, and peeped under the seat. 

I entered several quiet churches in this pleasant still 
cifr^. I looked for Ugolino's tower, the Tower of 
Hunger it is called, but I was told it had been pulled 
dowo. The leaning, or fidUng tower, the cathedral, the 
baptistery, and the Campo Santo, stand ti^ether on 
a grass-plot, and have a fine effect ; it would be dif- 
ficult in any other city to find another constellation of 
four such handsome buildings without any eye-sore. 

I like the tower; whether it be in good or in bad taste, 

I like the tower ; it is circular ; seven stories of arcades 

are surmounted by a belfry, and all of wlute marble; 

■ the four lower stories lean more than the three upper, 

which adds to the deception, as there is a bend in the 
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middle, as if the tower were breaking in the fall: 
whether the inclination is to be ascribed to art, 
or to the Binking of the foundation, Imh idways 
been disputed ; it is easy to find ailments in tvp- 
port of either supposition. It is of comfortable 
ascent by one hundred and fifty-three steps,, and com- 
mands a delightful view ; it is a hollow cylinder, and 
the appearance of the inteiior is perhaps even more 
extraordinary than <^ the exterior; it resembles a well, 
or the bent shaft of a pit, cut through a fine stratum of 
white marble. It was mentioned as a ludicrous act, 
that an architectural amateur had come irom America 
for the sole purpose of seeing this campanile ; but I 
confess that it did not strike me in the eame light; if 
the beautiful building took his fancy, as much asjt 
captivated me, I do not think that it would repent him 
of his voyage. 

The cathedral boasts of bronze doors, curiously 
wrought in relief with the history of the Old and New 
Testam^it, by Bonanno, an ancient statuary ; paintings, 
marbles, mosaics, bronzes, a large silver allar, a finely 
carved marble pulpit, and in short every object of 
devotional luxury or magnificence. The performances 
of St. Rainerins, the patron of the church and city, 
are depicted; many of them would be ridiculous in 
any one but a Hunt — in him they are full of unction, 
and edification. 
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The bafrtutery hi a circular building, remarkable 
SdmicitEs similar to thtwe of &e cathedral, tind &r a 
»ery extraordinuy echo. ■ * < 

The burial ground, or Campo Saat*i is a noble 
rectangular cloister of marble, (rhich not only 8arrouRd» 
some earth brongbt from the Holjr Land, .a most 
ceulfoMaUe bed-for ij- dead'bod]', but has rts wklls 
peiBtedin/reai!o,'WlthvamBS^fiuljr|ect«4'r BibHoaland 
P'taMr^ifMtfi tt^ Giotfo, Andrea Orgagiu, Bfen»otr' 
Bifd otiier great rmwten ;- aod avast assemblage of sta- 
taes, busts, sarcophagi, reliefs, inscriptions,— antique^ 
moduli) and of the middle &ges,i — many of them of 
distinguished merit. It is at once abiiriaf gA>An9, a 
IMcture gallery, andamuseum of antiqaitiea; ifit be 
ever freely opened to the public, it mqft be an in- 
Sbuctive and agreeabia lounge; if it can only be 
visited in company with a guide, it loses mudi of its 
value and interest. 

One fresco is remarkable, because a 6gure in it has 
suppAed a ^roVerb, a rave merittn aiMifrtingu Iheaub- 
ject is tiie well-known passive in the history of Noah,' 
which has given rise to the slave-trade; to all the dis- 
cussions on (he subject, and to the -ren<ns'R lof Mr. 
Wilberforce; when the patriarch, to prevent any ill 
eifects from the dampness of the earth, treated him- 
self to a glass of wine, and, unfortunately for the sable' 
posterity of Ham, filled his glass too olVen : the doee 
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sma are condBctiag dienuelves in the manner that 
lustoiy relates, and a pretty ^ oung noman, I supposa 
the wife of one of the sons, is coveriDg* ber &ce witb 
her haix), but evidently peeping through ber fingen; 
hence tbe proverb) " la vergogtMaa dd Campo Santa," 
the modeat woman of tbe Campo Santo, is applied t» 
lidicnle mock modesty. I should conjecture that the 
ptnnter was friendly'to the dav&-trade; and in order 
to give the unhappy Africans ^birestpowible title ia 
both Unestoablack skin, he iagenieutly meant to showi 
UmI tbe wife of Ham wag equally guilty, altkoHgh 
in a mole ieminine maimeT, with ber husband. 

T^MB botanical gardai) or Garden of Simples, as it is 
cidled, is pretty good; I saw there a snwJI cedar, the 
only specimen of that noble and singuhu' tree that I- 
maember to have seen in Italy. 

SONDAT, October 30. — I saw in pregreea die en- 
gravings of Mascagni's anatomical plates; they are on 
' a large scalci minute and elaborate, and, as I was in- 
formed by a distinguished anatomist, extremely accn-- 
rate ; when complete, they will be a great acquisition 
to the stadoit. 1^ ingenious person who superintends, 
tiie execution of tbem, seemed deeply impreaaed and 
penetrated by the nation of their importance ; be ma 
on into long discussions, and explanations, with a volu^ 
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bilitjr wtuch would have been more intolerable it it had 
been less tiresome, for it was Hurpiising as a specimen. 
of the relentless in boring; he had gotten however one 
joke, whether he had accidentally invented it himeelfi 
or some one in pity bad given it him, I could not dei 
tenninei but it appeared to make him very happy, for 
hewtapped himself up in it, wd hugged himself in 
the conceit of its exceeding &cetiouuiess ; it was this, 
that the great anatomist had represented all the various 
parts without the skin, except two, one I remember, 
was the, eye in the male subject, the other was some 
part, I foi^t what, in the female. 

I tool! a walk in the country, and saw in a vineyard 
a snake, at least a yard iu length, with a green back ; 
he lifted up his head and looked at me; but as an 
Ei^lishniaQ is now no curiouty, he lowered it imme* 
diately, and calmly contiaued his rustling course. 

At theinstuce of a friend, who has studied much, 
and practised a little, the agriculture of the country, 
I was induced to look at one of the ploughs, and to 
hear it explained by a conntrymui: the plough is 
clumsy, but I believe not heavy, and I am jnfonned 
it is efficient ; it is doubtless very umple ; it conusts of 
three pieces of wood only, and in their names I was 
t<^ that I should recognize Virgil's plough: the 
countryman called one piece something -like Imris: 
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another dentaU; the deittaiia of Virgil, my friead tri- 
umphantly raid, and fouud in it the duplex dorsum, 
which has puzzled thecommentators; tbethird part he 
dslled stegola, which may be a diminutive of sliva. 
Here follows the much agitated paaaage descriptive of 
the plough ; — 

" ContiBDO in sylvia mBgniLTi fleia clomatat 
Id burin, et cnni fomuini acci{Ht ulmus uaui ; 
Haic It itirpa p«dM temo protentus in ocio ; 
Bin^ uina, duplici aptaatiir dcnUdift dono. 
CBditar et dlis ante JDgo levii, altaqne fagiu, 
Stivaque, quia comu a Kigp corqueat inuw." 

Georg.l.i. V. 169. 



Monday, October 31.— I was driren quickly in a 
cal^chet drawn by one horse, along a good, level, uuinte- 
r«sHng road, to the emporium of salt fish, I^hom. 
I found the town better than I had expected ; the 
square is tai^ and well built, as are also some of the 
streets. In the cathedral they were aiupng, burning 
incense, and ringing a bell as usual, but there was 
nothing attractive. Elbe may be seen at a distance 
from the shore, and Bome other islands." There is an 
English burial ground full of cypresses aitd marble 
moauments. Men irere employed on the wulls in 
mftking ropes; they did not carry the tow in their 
aprons as in England, but at the eud of poles ; one of 
which resembled a distaff with flax upon it magnified ; 
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it requires a much greater ftumliaiity with ropeedian i 
can pretend to, to be a competent judge of the ad- 
Tantages or disadvantages of this method. 

The number of Jews was so great, the Hoel) of salt 
fish so strong, and tbe coachmen and boatmen so much 
more troublesome than th^ commonly are, even in 
Italy, that 1 left tbe place with real pleasure. L«^4iom 
appeared to me to be one of those cities where the only 
enjoyment of the traveller is the reflection that he will 
most probaUy never enter it agun ; but I confess that 
I am strongly prejudiced against disagreeable persons 
and places. Yet I have heard of English, and of a 
superior caste too, who have reuded long there, and 
have become attached to tbe spot; but perhaps it 
would be difiicnit to find on the surfece of tbe globe, 
B utoation of which men would not in general grow 
fond by a Icwg residence; this Tuscau sea-port and its 
vianity may have advant^es which 'gradoally disclose 
themselves; it would be extremely unfwr,'from the 
cursoTy visit of a few hours,, to dedde poeitivelj' 
on a subject, which can only be fully ascertained 
by a longer experiment, and that I confess I should 
be exceedingly unwilling to malce. I was glad to 
return to Pisa; it had fresh beauties in my eyes; 
the Lung'Amo was a charming contrast to Leghorn. 

Pfatioual and local peculiarities are most striking in 
trifling matters. I went in the dark to put a letter into 



Dglizac^y Google 



PISA. a99 

the post, and I felt not an unseemly wooden slit, but 
a comely toBrble hole. There were great crowds before 
the confectioim^ shops; and cakes were exhibited in 
the windows exactly amilar to the twelfth-cakes in Lon- 
don ; it was the eve of All-Sonls, or of All-Smnts day ; 
it is as wdl to eat a'good cake for the sake of all the 
saints and of all their souls, and because the dead are 
not ali*e, as on account of the epiphany; they are 
both very good reasons for eating good cake ; on such 
a subject, a much worse reason ought to satisfy a much 
more scrupulous person th^n I profess to be. In 
England, we oelt^rate all4tallows eve, or nntcrack 
night, as tliis vigil is called, by mting apples and 
cracking nuts; we disclaim and reject all worship of 
saints; but as they never did us any harm, if the 
apples are good aitd the nuts sound, and we feel 4n- 
ctined to eat them, we indulge our taste, and kindly 
suffer the departed worthies to take whatever credit 
they may think redounds to them from the due per- 
formance of these ceremonies. 

The climate of Pisa is uniformly mild and warm ; in 
the summer, perhaps, hot and stifling; but sickness 
steals in every where; I tlunk I heard more of con- 
sumptions in Italy than in England : my landlord at 
the Ussero told me that he had lost his wife by that 
disease, and had been afflicted by it himself ; but by 
adhering rigidly to the rule of eating once only in 
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twenty-fotir hours, aud by some other •elf-denying; 
precautions, he had got the better of it. The cliraate 
appears to be unfavourable to the constitutions of 
Eaglisb children ; I was informed, that amongst other 
iDconTcnieRces, they are liable to the discomfort and 
risk of baving the measles several times. 

Tuesday, Noyembbr 1.' — It was a beautiful 
morning; I set out.-at seven in a cttl^chei and passed 
through the pleasant village of Pugoano: it is agree- 
able to see oD the walls of the houses lemon trees iu- 
stead of out pears. .What is gained ia.ooe way is lost 
in another ; it had struck' tne what fine gardens might 
be had here, but 1 was told that it is hardly possible 
to water them enough : that excellent vegetable the red 
beet cannot be produced ; the white can be grown, hut 
it is very indifferent. From tlie number oi ditches 
made for the purpose of irrigation, it seems tlwt there 
is as much trouble to get the water on the land here as 
there is to get it off in other countries. The vines are 
tmned on polled poplar's ; it would be good to poll a 
poplari aud train a vine in its head in a garden in Eng- 
laad,asamnnorial of Italy; if the vine would n6t bear 
grapes, it would at least have a pretty appearance. 

We came suddenly upon the famous Lucca, a 
statdy walled city in a plain watered by the Serchio, 
and surrounded by mountains; a city &mous for its 
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oil, and for Castruccio Oastracani, who is IcnowD to 
many, because hie IHe was described by Macchiavelli, 
and to all, as the hero of "Valper^;" all previoas 
. knowledge nhets the appetite and sharpens the curi- 
onty ; and ae I had read that instructive novel, I had an 
additional motive to survey the city ; I took an hour for 
the purpose, which proved to be two or three, 

The churches were hung within and without with 
black cloth, chained with white skulls, and marrow 
bones ; and there were many people in them singing^ 
and praying for the dead. There are many handsome 
churches ; the western fronts are of white marble, and 
forined of seveml stories of arcades. There were good 
p^ntings, and altars rich with silver plate; some 
diurches were hung with Genoa velvet; instead of a 
door, a large, thick, heavy mat was suspended at the 
entrance. I walked round the city upOD the walls; 
the walk ia wide and planted with trees; the view on 
all sides is fine. I saw many pretty women here; at 
Pisa it is difficult to find one. 

Little states will always be extremely statdy; in 
going out of the city, a man at the gate handed me a 
pen and ink, and as white paper is dear, and a book 
dearer, a bit of blue paper, such as that in which a 
grocer wraps half a pound of brown sugar, that I 
mrght write my own account of myself in my own way ; 
I suppose the government cannot afford to pay the 
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Balaiy of more than one man, who is able to write, and 
be was employed in his duties as chancellor. " By ber 
snow may we be made white!" is an inacnptioD iDoae 
church on an altar of the Blessed Vii^ia; it is a con- 
ceit,* but pahapa a pretty one: " Ut ejus aire deal- 

I passed through a pleasant country to Pistoia, end 
I met many pretty country girls on the road ; as they 
generally wore a black beaver hat like men, I was re> 
miuded of Wale*. I reached Pistoia at &vei and was 
immediately led through handsome wide streets t« 
several churches ;. iq one U>e host was elevated just as 
weentered; mygnidedroppeddown on his knees as if 
he bad been shoti and the fine or^n struck up a tri- 
umphant strain. I had not eaten unce six in the 
morning; it was now almost dark; 1 was tired' and 
faint* but I was led hastily fconi one sceof to anot^; 
it 4as like a dream : it never rains but it pours : at some 
othn time these sights would have been a great treat, 
now I only sought food and repose. 

I was taken into a hospital for women i there was 
room after room, and bed after bed on both aides of 
the rooms; they were generally occupied. The air 
was good, and things were cleaiter than they probably 
would have been at the homes of the patientt, but not 
so dean as a hospital should be. A fine little girl, 
who was running about the wards, was amused to see 
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u stranger there; she taughed aloud, and, following 
mci tried to draw my umbrella from mj arm, nhilst I 
pamed a bed, at the foot of which were placed a sca- 
pulary, and a vessd of holy water ; an old woman had 
recdTed the extreme unction, and was waiting far death ; 
they smd.she was dead, but I heard her congh under 
the clothes. Such the one had been, inch the other 
would be ; how much is done and suffered between the 
two Qctremes. 

After aemng some more churches, as there was 
nathing to eat at my hotel, I was conducted to a trm- 
teur's, a cook's shop; the fire was out, and there was 
noonebuta youth in black, like a lawyer's clerk — it 
seemed as hopeless to apply to him, as to go to chambers 
in the Temple and call for a dinner. He placed on 
the -table some wine, more drinkable fhan usual, and 
bre&d, for which the dty is famous. I supposed that 
I must wait a long time — I therefore took out a book 
to pass an hour— before I had opened it, the common 
soup appeared — three cold roast sparrows followed, 
stenderfare, but they were savoury, and helped the good 
bread down — then camo~-then came the quarter of a 
boiled capon, so targe, lo juicy, so white, so tendo-, 
that it was quite an event ; the very !iver was in itself 
a bleadng— thai some fried pigs feet ; but in eating 
these, I can never foi^ that they stood all their lives 
in a sty : they offered some other did>es, which I de- 
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dined: I pakla'smaUaum for an nuexpectt^ly good 
dinner. 

When I returned to the inn, I found all the people 
on their knees, with some priests praying for the dead ; 
I afterwards had some conversation with one of the 
party ; bia discourse was such as I should have antici- 
pated from the attitude and society in which I had seen 
hitn' — it forcibly reminded me of the writings of some 
of the dead. In walking hastily through the streets of 
Pistoia, 1 had been much struck by the beauty of the 
women; I heard from otben, especially from a person 
who had resided there some time, and upon whose 
j udgment I can rdy . that many females of a su rprising 
loveliness are to be met with in that city. 

WEDNESDAY) NoVKMBKR 2,— I fose at six ; we 
found the gates shut, and a crowd of people waiting to 
be let out ; in about ten minutes they opened a wicket, 
and it appeared that as many had been w^ting to be 
let in : when they had crowded past on6 another, the 
gates were openedi and some market carts, which had 
been detained.'were suffered to enter. I do not pretend 
to understand warfare, but this shutting of gates ap- 
pears to be a foolish thing, and gives much trouble 
for no good purpose. The cities are surrounded with 
ugly dead walls, which impede the view, the esitt and 
the entrance, ' and prevent a free circulation of air; 
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and, except at Lucim, they are too nsirow to make a 
good walk. The soldiers who are employed for tbe 
police, and to keep the gates, or even the iubabitauts, 
could always repel tbe attack of a Mnall nuraW of 
peisons, and a large. army would not be kept oat by 
such walls as the Italian citi«s would oppoae to them. 
It is an absurd relic of barbansm.; but often in a most 
senseless practice may be foutid some collateral good^; 
by shutting; the gates early, people are compelled to 
keep good hours ; and as they, are not open before sun- 
rise, painfully long journeys are prevented. 

I passed through a fiat country, and tbrongb Prato 
without knowiHg it, as I did not observe any city suf- 
ficieotly large to contain ten thousand inhabitants: 
perhaps the extraordinary and almost incredible pro- 
fanation, and astounding misapplicatiao of wafers, by 
the nuns of, the convent of St. .Catherine, as related 
by De Potter, in his Memoirs of the Bishop of Prato 
and Pistoia, Ricci, has infected the air of this city, u> 
that it offuBcates the mind of the traveller, ai|d hebe- 
tates his. powers of ob^ervatioa, and thus hides Prato, 
nnwilling to be seen, and blushing for the scandals vf 
iU nuns, 

I arrived at Florence without knowing it, and 
thinking that it was Prato ; I told the driver, there- 
fore, to take me to whatever inn he pleased — as 1 sup- 
posed, to bait and breakfast ; he took me to a dim 
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place. Full of vetturim ; aod, in spite of me, would 
-carry my ba^jage iotoa bed-room, which led toan ex- . 
planation : I immediately rectified my mistake, by 
ordering my bags to be tran^orted to the Four Nations, 
and trausplanting myself to that hotel. The pompous 
air with which my passport had been ezamiaed at the 
gate, and with which I was told to stand np, that they 
might peep into the seat, bad not undeceired me ; for 
I had experienced the same impertinence in the. most 
paltry cities; but as soon as I saw the Lut^ I'Arno, 
I recogcised the beautiful Fkiren^ce, and remembered 
■n engraving which I used to look -at when a boy, and 
especially the marble bridge, with three elegant arches ; 
the most graceful bridge I evet saw.. I cannot decide 

- whether it is belter with the three large shields over the 
centre of the arches, or would be better withoat them. 
To determine the curvature of the arches of the bridge 
of the Holy Trinity, is a problem which has always 

' continued to exercise the matbemattcians, and has 
never received a satisfoctory solutiou'; it is Bot merely 
'a question of scientific and useless curiosity, but a 
■matter of important and practical ulitity, because the 
curvature of these arches affords the flattest road-way, 

- and greatest water-way, with the least quantity of ms- 
' terial,. of any stone bridge that was ever coDstrocted. 

It is, in other words, more of a bridge than any other 
' in the world ; and as it is also the most beautiful, it is 
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a striking illnatratioD of the theor;— that in proportion 
Ks any thing is itself, and essentially answers the end 
proposed, it Is beantlfai. Every curve has been chosen 
for these tfaite arches; they have been shown, by in- 
genioas persons, to be elliptical, catenary, and cyclow 
dal; aitd a patriotic Englishman giaintaina, that they 
are manifestly Gotlbc pointed arches, of the time of 
Henry VII., and Uiat the sluelds, cr pmaments at the 
vertices, ^eem intended,. by.the architect, only to veil 
bis obligations to Grothic scimce. ' 

The first visit of a travell^ is to the post-office ; 
however attentive his friends may be, however welt be 

.'may have pre-«rraiiged his tiides of anivin^ he will, 

'for some reason or Othef, geaereliy he, disappointed. 

' It is a great diaappoiatmeut ; but he who traireb, travels 
to see flights.; in this be will be sometimea gratified, in 
til other things be will most probably be disappointed. 
How little of a journey is employed in seang, how 

■ much in packing and unpacking, in going from one city 
to another, or from one part of the same city to another 
part ; in changing money, in. bargaining, in. patting 
for others ; about pwsports, or with: cHstom-bouse 
officers :, and when you have the wght oRtuidljf before 
your eyesr ydi' are tonnfented ,1^ beggarsr i*j rain, 
windi or duatj by Voluntew gnidas; or if you t«ke 
one (^ther^^laratodefendyouagaioat other astailants, 

-by hia imp«-tineDcehewill not let you look at it in the 
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right wayi and teases you with some petty hiHtory of 
' bowftome king ar emperor, some conqueror of Spain, 
the Due d' A ugoulerae, or the Dukeof WeUington, once 
•aw it ; and what this persoD, who could not posubly 
understand it, said thereupon. If traTeUingreelly were 
«hat it i« supposed to be, but what it certainly is not, the 
seeing <^ remarkable things, it would be most ddigbt- 
ful: butasitis, if taken in modetation, itisimproviug. 
1 was tired, and therefore only wandered about in a 
'desultory manner. I remarked that few of the buildings, 
»nd I ^ok «ot any of the churches, were finished; 
the city, although beautiful, for some reason disap- 
pointed me. I walked out of the Roaian gate, and 
turning to the left, ascended a steep hill by a long and 
remarkable avenue, coneistiog of the ilex and tlie 
cypress, planted very close together; they wctc in 
general fine trees, and the avenue was quite entire; 
at the top is a palace, and a view over the city of 
Florence. I saw a fowler under one of the trees, who 
was attempting to decoy small birds to some limed 
twigs, in a strange manner: a little owl was tethered 
by the leg with a long string, and kept hopping and 
beating on the ground ; the man bid himself behind 
the trunk of a tree and made a chirp, like a little bird ; 
several sparrows drew near, and looked at the owl, and 
seemed half inclined to take a peck at him, but they 
:did not perch upon the twigs whilst I was present: 



Dglizac^y Google 



FLORENCE. 909 

perhaps, as I stood openly at a little distsDce. and 
looked on, I thereby prevented the complete soccesa 
of thia ungular mode of fowling, whichi I have no 
doubtt from the foolish condnct of the little victims, 
is often effectual. I do not think the olive is ugly, as 
is the general opinion; there is a finish about all alon- 
growing trees Mid ere^eens which is pleasing. 

The ItaliNi bricks are thinner than ours; therefore, 
they are more like the ancient Roman, and perliapa 
are better baked. If the painting on the waits of a 
room ia not well executed, it is displeasing to me, be- 
eauae it reminds me of a theatre, and of a country 
theatre, — and of discomfort ; a theatre seems the most 
comfortless place in the world, and players the most 
uncomfortable people : but if it bewelldone, in good, 
taste, with delicate colours, and due regacd being, bad^ 
in the shadows, to the manner in which the light enters, 
the room, it has a cheerful and excellent effect, espe- 
cially if the subject be arabesques. Representtttions. 
in perspective are rarely successful, because the per* 
spective is only joat and agreeable, when seen in one. 
pointof view;, iQ all otbetf it 19 not proportion., but. 
deformity.. 

Thorsday, November 3. — I have heard it re- 
marked, by a good judge of pictures, that the land- 
sci4>es in the back grounds of the paintings of the 
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older mastere, the predeceeaors of Raphael, are ex- 
cellent; I treasured up the remark, wbich was new to 
me, in my heart, and resolved to look at these pro- 
ductioDB, with the vien of forming my onu opinion on' 
this- point I visited the celebrated gallery. The 
effect of mingling pictures with statues is good, and 
ought to be imitated in all public galleries. The 
locking and unlocking some of the rooms is a piece 
of coquetry to keep up curiosity ; it is, doubtless, a 
powerful excitement, but it is an artifice nnworthy of 
so fine a collection. So much has been written about 
the Venus, and so much stuff is hourly talked about 
her, that the stranger visits her with an Bppe6tc-al ready 
palled. The statue has been broken in pieces, which 
are not neatly joined together again. The hands and 
the head are said to be modern ; the bead is certainly 
inaipid : with the grace, modesty, dignity, and general 
espresaion of the attitude, I was not much sti-uCk-^ 
but the form I praise: in the bosom, which is Idrge, 
the feet, thighs, legs, back, and shonldei^ I thought 
that I observed peculiarities of form, which {had not 
seen in other statues ; and that these peculiarities were 
all merits. The Apollino is graceful, and in excellent 
repair. The Fornarina of Raphael is the wickedest- 
looking woman I ever saw. I tried to discover in three 
Correggios, the peculiar merits of that painter. I 
admired a fine Claude; and many other good, and 
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BOite perfect paiotiDgs. I was attracted by a ^rand 
wild boar, two doga, and many other antique atatuest 
especially Fauns and Satyrs. Bacihic Bubjecta are 
always plettnng and interesting i the fine arts are es- 
•eatially Dionynacal. 

: TheFlorentinearehitectsafFecttogivetbeirchurcheS) 
vhat Homer thougfit a fitting attnbute of a honset. 
darkness, avanvftifainnottm: the au 6 mihed cathedral, 
an immense biuldingi seenu suited for deeds of dark- 
ness; it resembles a Druidlcal grove; the gloom 19 
strtkiog.; but paintings cannot be seen at all;, statues 
but little. In this, and in soa*e other churches, I ob- 
served, for the first timet that the great altar is placed 
within a circular inclosure. No cathedral, scarcely 
any l&igechurch, has been entirely finis)wd; at Florence 
they are in a peculiaity unfinished atate. The west 
front of the cathedral, ivluch was designed tah^ covered 
with marble, and that of many 6ther churches, re- 
minded me forcibly td the remark of Burnet, " that 
they looked as if they had been flead." The Campa- 
nile; abeaatifal and li^y square tower, close to the 
cathedral, which was built from the design of Giotto, 
covered with oolouied marbles, black, white, and red, 
reminded me of the comparisoa of the same traveller. 
" That it looks as if It were in livery." An octagonal 
church of St, John the Baptist, the baptistery of the 
city, has, doubtless, gipeat merit, externally and intet- 
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nally; but it is just sueli a temple as the magpies 
would build to tb«r black aod white deity, if a fea- 
thered GiottOf or a Brunetleschi, nere to be hatched 
nmougst that chattering nation. Santa Maria Novella, 
the Annunziata, the Spirito Santo. S. Lorenzo, and 
the Santa Croce, have varioas beauties : the last church 
is the WestmiaBter Abbey of Florence, and CMitaius 

the moDuments of the illustrious dead. 

' ThebustofMichael Angelo, onhistoinb, issptrited, 
and must bea good likeness: the mouament of Alfieri, 
by CaDOva, has its admirers; but, in my opinion, 
the huge mound advancing into the church, is a mere 
nuisance, aud the party most concerned is, as usual 
with Caoora, sunk into a medal; a gianteaa,. who 
has nothing to do with the matter, usurps his place. 
"Idleness," says the copy-book, "is the root of all 
evil ; " it is certainly the root of this evil : to make a 
good statue of the deceased, requires time and trouble ; 
to make a statue of Italy, of Tragedy, of Fame, of 
Poetry, but little ; as no one has seen these ideal per- 
sonages, the dissimilarity cannot be detected. In a 
monument erected in honour of a chancellor, most 
persons could judge, whether the statue were a good 
likeness of the late eloquent lord; but if a weeping 
John Doe, or a Richard Roe in tears, bearing the 
visage of the departed, engraven on bis ring, or lus 
seal, were introduced; or an Equity, disconsolate as 
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, Rac-hel or Niube, aoA attached to life onJy by a little 
lock of his lordship's hair, or wig, the composition 
might defy the individual peculiarities of cn^cism. 
Persons who prefer good butter to bad, here, as at 
Pisa, buy it of the grand duke, who has u dtdry-farm. 

Fridat, Notehbbr 4. — ^I'he Htti Palace is in the 
rustic style of architecture; it is ugly and jwl-like; a 
good large palace might be hewn out of it. There 
are pictures innunierable, and fine ones. The por- 
trait of Leo X., by Raphael, is the perfection of the 
art; one regrets that such exquisite painting should 
have been thrown away upon such ugly fellows as are 
there represented ; on thecontrary, in the neighbouring 
picture, by the same master, of the Madonna della 
Se^iola, the countenance is so beautiful, that, as was 
observed by a fordgner, with a freedom, perhaps, re- 
prehensible, if it had been a mere human transaction, 
St. Joseph would stand fully excused, for having 
taken to himself such a lovely creature at second hand. 

The true wonder of Florence is the collection of 
anatomical models in wax, at the Spegola;. their 
number, beauty, and perfection, are astonishing. All 
the various systems of the animal economy are exhibited 
with perfect accuracy, as large as life, and are shown 
aa well as by the most careful dissection: nothing 
shocks the senses ; on the contrarj-, a certain beauty 
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of imitation and gracefulpess in diaj^ying and' dis- 
powng- the parta and limbsi is even {ileasing. Some 
other animftUf u well as man, are shown ; the anatomy 
of the cock and hen are well represented ; of the 
lobiter, cUttle-fiBhi. silk-wormi end of some fishes ; 
and of the gradaal growth and pnigress of the chicken 
in the'egg. It h open every duff freely, to all personB. 
Some Austrians, pnvate soldiers, were looking at the 
cuttle-^fish ; one of them asked me, what it was: he 
did not uiidnvtand the Italian name; I knew enough 
of his language to tell him it was the Ink-fish, Tinteo- 
fiscfa; with great glee he immediately inquired, if I 
could speak German : to be able to speak the language 
of the country is always « powerful bond of union ; 
but it is, perhaps, no where so great a recommendation 
as in Germany. I was diaappointed in the celebrated 
representations of the plague ; Ute figures are very 
smalt ; the whole consists of only three little glass cases; 
absolute rottenness and rapid decay are well repre- 
sented; but sAmeintmsiveallegorical ligufeaof Time, 
who ought to be camtnitted as au iacorrigible rogue 
and vagabond, gveatly injure the effect. A human 
bead, partly dissected, and in s putrescent state, the 
work of the inventor of this art, Zumbo, ia the most 
extraordioaiy and the most suacesaful of all the nume- 
rous pieces of wax-work; the colouring is marvellouii; 
no imitation can be more perfect. 
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SiTUKVAT, November 5. — I found ou the Couti- 
neiit maoy tiolidaj's that are not kept in England; 
this day at least i* an English holiday, which is not 
kept abroad ; I saw no preparations for bonfires ; 1 met 
noGnys; no boys asked me for coppers to help tn 
bam the Pope. It is said that the only honest trades^ 
men heie are the Jews, who are therefore unpopntar 
amongtt other dealers; these unfortunate people fall 
between two sbwls — in England tlK^ are hated because 
they are not' honest enough— in Italy because th^ are 
too honest. Their modeofdealJDgie, perhaps, always 
the sume ; it only appears different when compared to> 
different tiungs ; contrasted with that of all other na- 
tions, it seems to be dishonesty ; but with that of the 
Itelians, it is honesty. It is said that there are no Jews 
in Scotland ', that that is the only country in the world 
ftom which tbey cannot extract m liveliliood : the Jews 
can live upon as little, or less, than any other people ; 
bnt not upon less than n quarter per cent. ; if tbe 
average pmfits nf trade fall below that rate, the He- 
brews withdraw ; a Jew must have his quarter per cent. ; 
and not finding that in Scotland, he cannot live. 
Others explain the phenomenon differently ; they say, 
that thechildrenof Israel derive their nourishment from 
second-hand clothes; that this tiadeis in many countries 
attended with great sufferings and hardships, but that 
in Scothmd, from the peculiar habits of tbe people, it 
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would be so intolerable, that eveo Abraham himaelf 
could not follow it for a fottnight. 

A gigantic size injures the effect of a worlc of art; 
the fumed Niobe ia too lai^ ; ber face is beautiful and 
expresMve: to judge accurately and fully of this cele- 
brated composition, more time is required than a hasty 
traveller can afford. The form of the daughter, «hom 
she trien to shelter) is, perhaps, too much that of a. 
woman ; certainly, that part of her which is most cod- 
spicuons, is rather womanly than girlish. Some of the 
sons are well executed ; they appear as if stung to the- 

Italy at present is not the land of muuGj Ibarebeard 
less sin^ug in the streets than in any other country ; 
and tlie little I have heard wan of a much worse quality : 
themu^c in the churches is extremely monotonous; I' 
tiave generally found bad voices and bad perfonnance : ; 
nothing can be less dignified or imposing than the 
religious ceremonies, or conductedin a more ungraceful 
and slovenly manner. Florence swarms with priests, 
black, white, and grey ; it is said that the grand duke, 
as well as his family, is extremely pious. The Tuscan 
wine is never good, the best is barely drinkable; it is 
not clear and bright, b^ng made in dirty casks and 
vats, and has commonly an unpleasant taste. 
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SuMDAY, November 6. — To-day, or rather to- 
morrow, U the first day of Michaelmae term ; 1 feel 
that I have no business to remain loDg in Italy. I ad- 
mired, in the cloisters of the church of Annunziata, a 
fine fresco by Giotto, of the birth of the Virgin, con- 
taining many charming female figures ; the holy family 
of Andrea del Sarto, and some other excellent works. 
We walked up an extremely steep hill to Piesole; we 
passed the farm of Dante, and the house in which the 
party, who told the tales in the Decameron of Boc- 
caccio, are feigned to have assembled, and which has 
no other merits than a good view and these recollections. 
In visiting the scenes of fictitious events, it is difficult 
to avoid falling into the error of the simple attorney, 
who bdng told that a great collector of Spanish works 
had gat Don Quisote's library ; he forgot that the ro- 
mance was not a history; that all that could be meant 
was, that copies had been procured of all the works 
that Cervantes describes as forming the library of the 
kuight; he likewise forgot that, even supposing all 
was true as related, the books liad been burned ; and 
remarked, with an ingenuousness worthy of Sancho 
himself, "I wonder if there is any of the Don's hand- 
writing; a marginal note, or even his name, in any 
book, would be invnluabfe ; how I should like to see 
what kind of a hand he wrote ! " The hill is steep ; 
the view from the top is good ; a view of FlorMice, of 
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die vale of the Arnoi and the surrouading hills; the 
forms are finei but to an EngUdi eye the coloura are 
unpleasant ; one sees only lattow fieldsi tinged grey 
with the olive; refreshing green is entirely wanting. 
My conlp^nionB, who are warm admirers of Italy, ad- 
mitted that it is inferior toHigbgate and HampBtead. 

The finest views abroad can nerer be approached; 
lovely lakes are blocked upi as at Geneva and Como, 
hy the vilest of buildings ; on the top of this hill a 
monastery is so placed, tlwt a partial view only is to 
be had ; and the few m.oment8 we could enjoy that 
partial prospect, we were infested by the inauspicious 
presence of a sulky monk : the few moments that can 
be torn from pasgporta, custom-houses, vettnrini, and 
darkness, from sleep, and the other necewaries of life, 
are in Italy always etqbittered by the odiona presence 
of some offensive b^gar, lay or ecclesiastjcat. The 
lurid sluggard came to ask lu to see his monastery ; to 
beg, at least by his looks, or to spy, or for any purpose, 
save the only legitimate one, to. have his head broken 
by one of the party, and to be kicked down the lull 
by the rest 

. The Tiew from Fiesole is. deficient in water ; whatever 
of the Aroois not dry, is a muddy little stream; it 
also wants variety. ; it consists entirely of olive grounds, 
sown thickly with white vilUs. The ttatter at my hotel 
wished roe much to have my hair cut, and recommended 
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a barber to my attention, becawie be had been at Paris, 
and vas a brawt ; according to our seoae of the term it 
would gignity, not a good fellow, but a very bad one ; 
a man nho nould cut your hair, and then stab yoa 
with the scissors — shave you, and cat your throat' wiA 
the nuar.. 

. The papal government has in all ages been eminently 
distinguished for insoleot pretentions, and has showed 
th^m eqnally in the most unimportant mattersi and 
in the most momentous affairs. I received my pass- 
.port torday duly prepared for Rome; the ministers 
of all other governments, great and small, had been 
-Content with a common atamped seal in ink of 
various colours, red, black, blue, or greoi ; tUe 
: Pope's nuncio alone bad the impertinence to affix a 
. seal of red was, to take a distinction, and to show that 
his kingdom is not of this world. Had all the poten- 
-tatea and i in potentate*, through whose dominions I 
[Wased, presented me with an ounce of sealing-wax, 
my.pasHport by thii time would have weighed- sever^ 
poniid8;.ia that' case, I presume, the arrogant little 
priest, who offitaatea as consul for the cdeatial empire, 
would have compelled me to carry to Rome in my 
pocket a cake of resin, Uke the filthy appendage to a 
ccHnmiiisitta of bankruptcy, and other parchments under 
thegreat seal.- 
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Monday, November ?■ — I ww some frescos in 
chiaroscuro, by Andrea del Surto, in the little church 
of the barefooted Carmelites, Scalzati; they represent 
thelifeof St. John the Baptist; theyaremuch injured, 
but full of spirit and of merit. The modem painting;8in 
the Academy Delle Belle Arti, do not- give a high idea 
of the state of that art at present in Florence ; there 
are some very good casts and a gallery of pictures of 
the earliest masters, which is exceedingly interesting, as 
wett as some cartoons and dranings by great men. 

I had now recovered from the fatigue I felt when I 
arrived in Florence) and began to be impatient to visit 
Itume; I accordingly made arrangements with a vet- 
turino for that purpose. Notwithstanding the difference 
of climate, for one great coat that is to be seen in 
England, five are found in Italy, especially amongst 
the common people; but the Italians sit less over the 
fire than the English, indeed they avoid itas unwhole- 
some. Strangers cannot fiiil to remark the peculiar 
manner in which the Italians wear their great coats, and 
not unfrequently their coats and jackets also; they 
disdain to put thrar arms into the sleeves, but merely 
throw the great-coat lightly over their shoulders; the 
peasants appear to have a sort of pride in showing by 
bow small a part tt can hang on ; and at first it seems 
difficult to believe that they have not some button) or 
peg, on the nape of the neck or shoulder; for to the 
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^e it appetn sometimes as impossible that the coKt 
should retain its position, as that it should hang^aiuBt 
a wait without one of those supports; an experiment, 
howevH', shows that it is not difficult ; and ivith u 
little practice, even one of our scanty great-coats may 
be worn in this fashioD ; the full double-breasted Italian 
garment much more easily, because the w«ght of the 
parts that are intended to wrap over before, overbalances 
the weight of the back ; it will hang, therefore, for 
ever, upon any point of support, however small ; in a 
very scanty garment, the weight of the back having 
no counterpoise, tends to pull it off. A coat of coarse 
doth, and such is usually to be found in Italy, is more 
fiivoamble for this experiment, because its rough sur- 
&ce takes hold of whatever is beneath, and will not 
suffer it to slip down. This manner of carrying 
a coat is more picturesque than the transalpine 
fashion; it is also more beneficial to the wearer, 
because a garment wora loosely is most effectual in 
warding off the cold, that is, in retaining the animal 
heat^ The dislike of an Italian to put his arms into his 
sleeves is very remarkable; it seems as if these suspi- 
cious people Itad the fate of Agameionon continually 
before their eyes: that renowned chiefbin, as is well 
known, was received by his wife oo his return from 
Troy with a warm bath : when he cMue out of the bath, 
■« tunic, with the sleeves sewed up, was presented 
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to him. and whibt hit amis were thus harapered> be 
was stradi out of the bookjif- lil^ An ItaUan appean 
to »iiBpe<^ tmscboy m 'tu».il«evas,'tfaat if .be seers to 
tnwt- Us -hands ia then for a moment, his wife «nd 
her cavatiere Hcrvonte would Bnddeuly. clear e his bead 
with • mwideroufl axe* a* wood-cntters serre an oak : 
^'(hruc Spiiv v>«rafiM, ' 

Or, OS the hero's iih^de.defcnbedtlie transaction, iite 
cavalier would dispose of him as a nun has been known 
to slaughter an ox at tbe manger : 

"Qc n{ n KariKTavt ^v m ^nrg. 

We sometimes see an Insh labourer with bis coat ia 
this fashion. A great coat is a common dreiw amongst 
tbe lower' order of Irish: Irom the monil habits of the 
wearers it has won. the appellatira of a wrap-rascal. 
By these persons it is often used to hide the rags in 
wUch their indolence arrafye them. The dreasof the 
Italians, boweva* coarse, except of beggars b; proF 
fession, is nrely ja^ed. 

TvEtDAT, NoviHBEB 8. — l^e. more one contemn 
plates tbe anatomical figures, die more wonderful they 
appear; I would gladly vint them every day far an 
hour, until I fully understood the wonderful structure 
of tbe human frame. It would be a great advantage 
to be accompanied by a posoii who. was ^ready coik- 
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versaht with the lubject: it would greatly fiicUitste 
the acquisition of Aiti intereatiDg (Mirtian of knowledge ; 
batitisnot ab«olutel]r necesnrj'i because each [nece 
or wax-work is lUastratHl by a corresponding diagnun ; 
and wherever this &ila, its deficiency might be supplied 
by a good book. ' It is s»d that the figures ok im- 
perfect: nothing is perfect If theerronrwere painted 
ont by those who have detected them, the same won- 
derful «kitl that made the . models could alter what » 
amiss, remove what 18 reduudantt and supply pmis- 
sioDs. Those who have obtained thdr information by 
actual dissections, are fairly entitled to compensate 
dietnselvee for tbnr disgusting labours, by sneering at 
all other and more facile modes of becoming wise. It 
may be true, that to make a surgeon these aldne are 
instttficient ; but I do not wish to bec(»ae a sufgeon ; 1 
would operate on do man, 1 would amputate nothing i 
Ifjt all my Aiends enjoy thar limbs in peace for me. I 
do not undervalue galleries of paintings and statues; 
all public meaua of iuatructiou are precious, but such 
a collection is at least as useful as a- museum of antir 
quities. It would be desirable that a trealthy govern- 
ment should employ competent artists, either i n copying 
these figures,, or in modelling others ot a sin^ilar kind 
from nature ; and, above all tbing«, when the, work Wus 
completed, that they should be exhibited at ^1 times, 
to all peTsottf, and with the same laudable facility a« 
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ihwe are ; for a taleat trapped in & napkin, and buried 
in the earth) is worthless and useless. I have observed 
that, in anatomical collections, all the spectators, both 
ladies and gentlemen, anxiously inquire, since acertaia 
irreparable toss, after the carotid artery. 

The base of the Venus de Medicis is inscribed :— 



■is the base as old as the statue, the inscription as the 
base ? If it be, abA if the statue were formed in a good 
age, so good a sculptor, especially if he were an Athe- 
nian, ought to have been able to spell unairtvi and 
why did Cleomenes, the son of ApoUodorus, whether 
he be the person of that name, i^wbom Pliny writes 
in his Natural History, 1. 36, c S, or some other, at- 
tempt to iDS(»'tbe /ecil, and not the more modest im- 
perfect faciebatt tirciet, which was usual to denote that 
the artist was making, but did not finish a work ; 
wluchi however excellent, is not so complete as it 
might be f Can the lapidary critics, the men learned 
in stones, tell us what made the good Athenian at once 
so ignorant and so concated ? 

Wine may be too cheap for jollity : where the best 
wine is three-pencea bottle, there is no hospitality in 
giving it, and no one thinks «f finishing the bottle, 
wlueh is a great principle of jollity, any more than of 
emptying the water-bottle in his bed-room : he takes a 
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glass, or two, or three, or none, and Wves the rest 
with perfect indifference. When a gentJeioaa )]elp» 
himself in England to toast and water, or table-beer^ 
neither Mr. Preudent, nor Mr. Vice, how jocund aoevev 
these officers may be, roars out thus from the top of 
the table, or from the bottom, "Come, fill fair! No 
heel-taps! No day-light!" So it is where wine is 
as cheap as small beer. The minimum for jollity ought 
to be, perhaps, oDe shilling a bottle for gentleman's 
wine : let the plebeian warm his veins with coarser liquor 
at ft cheaper rate. 

Wbdnesday, NoveuBER 9> — I rose early, and 
packed up my things, for the rogue of a vettnrino had 
promised me to set off this morning for Perugia: be 
now declared that he had agreed for Thursday. We 
had much disputation and scolding: I bad already lost 
one day in waiting for him ; but as I found that I could 
not do better, I at last consented to lose another. In 
the course of our dispute, he said that he would awear 
that he would never go out of the room if he had not 
agreed for Thursday ; he was much annoyed at my 
laughing at his oath, and he said that I would not 
swear that he had eugaged for to-day ; which I would 
not, as' swearing (although I have not the honour to 
be a Quaker) is not my habit in transacting busi- 
ness. I was sorry I did. not notice the exact terms of 
bis oath : I have no donbt that the equivocation was 
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curious and ingeiuous; The more swearing the more 
fiilaeliood; truth it not iocoiwistent with a -simple as^ 
sertion; an oatti is an invitation to 'use deceit ami 
evauon: it was the invention of those nh'o- soug^ to 
d^cHve, or who had deceived lo often, that th^ could 
not hope to be believed nitbout some new expedient ; 
it was a Confession that the sense of j.usticehad no fot«e, 
but tlie apprehension of the consequences of a terrible 
hnpreeation might possiMy act upon the vile decriver. 
It was a base subetitation of cowardly fear for honesty ; 
and a degradation of the mind of mtm, a coumg>eoug 
and moral being, to the state of the timorous brute, 
that fiies before the goad, and crouches under the lash. 
Having done all in my povrer to quit Florencewith- 
6ut delay, I paid another visit to the gallery with a 
dear conscience, and saw two interesting rooms, which 
r had not found open before. The walls of botii are 
covered with portraits of artists : in one rootnisafine 
antique marble vase, in the other the famous herma- 
phrodite, which I think is the most beantiful statue I 
ever beheld : the body and limbs in every part, with mie 
exeep^on, appear at first sightto bedecidet^y fenii- 
mine; Imt upon gazbg for a time^ soDaething of the 
male proportions is discovered in every part, and opens 
gradually like the sun breaking through a ibist. ■ It is 
&n elegant solution of a difHcult problem. It would 
be a great effort of art to succ^ in the coni-erse of 
the proposition— to make a etatiieas decidedly male to 
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the some extentr bat which, od ezuniimtioD, tbould 
gmduallf devdope female propoTtiooB. However as- 
toBishing as a: triumph of gemus, this work is uot aa- 
agreeable subject of cbntemplationi'it -is abeaittifal 
monster) for whose mixed n&tare it ts impoeuble Hot 
to fe^ a certain antipathy. 

The imperturbable and perennial gtfod temper of the 
It^iuts coiiu»eosates for many defects : it muatbe'a 
grent blearing to all pe^na ib a state of dependence, 
such as children an) servants; aod it is a vast advan- 
tage in the softer sex, who, in a certain islandi. are nn- 
fortuhately too often mcliued to be a littlehard upon 
us. At five,, ivben I tat down to dinner, it was raining 
heavily ; I v^nt to 'vint alearoed and eicdlent. friend' 
at tix; it was a beautiful star-light evenieg; and at 
eleven, when I returned from n* "Imaginary .Con- 
versationa," it was dark and wet. T think during iny 
abort stay, I had experienced changes of weather 
equally andden ; and I am told that the climate of 
Florence is very changeable. 

ThuudaT) Notehbeb 10.— I rose at five; it was 
dark ; Sirins and Orion were refl ected in die Amo : at 
six I went on board my vettura { my compatiioaa were 
a native of Perugia, bis wife, and daughter, a little 
gid of four years of age. The day became gloomy ; 
the roada were muddy. For^gn carriages aTe not more 
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fiivonrable for a view, thaa foreign houses; thewio' 
dowE of the latter are often eight feet from the floor of 
the roomi like the windows of a prison ; and luch w 
are given in the plates to Don Quixote and Gil Bias; 
or, at best) they are so contrived,tbatitisimposnbleto 
see any thin^, when seated in a chair : and the carrta^ca> 
by reason of the coiistructtoD of the overhanging roof, 
are well adapted toautble a traveller to pass through a 
country without seang-any thing of it. Our conrse 
was through pleasant regions; hilly, with arable laiid> 
shaded by vines atid olives. 

We dined at uoon, cheerftdly, ip a shabby little 
towu, called F'igline; we passed through a umilar 
country to a little place, of which I did not catch the 
name, where we arrived in the dark; the night was 
stormy, with violent tain. Our handmaid, who wore a 
black beaverhat, with a m^eatic pi umeofUKk, ostrich 
feathers, the pride and glory of the females of Tus- 
cany, was named Aittinta, aasnmed, in honour of the 
asanmption of the Vi^n; as some are named jjaatui- 
aata, announced, on account of her annunciatioD, as 
the interview with the archangel Giabriel is called.' 1 
had in my bed-room a pot of holy water, and two pic- 
tures of siunte, to scare away the nightly demons 

Fbidat, NovEHBEK II. — The day was gloomy; 
1^ rose abominably early, as usual. We passed 
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through the towD of Atezzo ; tlie streets through which 
we drove were DaiTow ; I saw nothmg interesting; but 
as it was the native place of Petrarch, I took off my 
cap, as ID a church) in honour of the lover of Madonoa 
Laura. 

We continued oai immenge tatigue to a later hour 
than usual, and came to a poor inn near Castel Fioren- 
tino. I walked up the hill, and into a filthy little 
town, which is huilt on the narrow ridge of a steep hill ; 
tbesraellof sidt-fish reached to heaven; it was market- 
day; the streets were filled with mules and mulish 
people) who rudely stared at a stranger ; I saw nothing 
in the market but salt-fish, and a small supply of had 
v^etabks. I descended to the inn, which was at the 
loot of the hill, and I found, as it was a meagre day> 
that a me^re dinner only was to be had. 

We parsned our journey to a village, the name of 
which I oould not catch, where they said that Hannibal 
defeated the Romans ; it was dark whm we arrived, 
and dark when we quitted it ; we saw neither Ronums 
nor CartfaaginiaDB. We passed the night at a rude inn; 
thepeople, however, were invil; the supper was meagre 
in the atiiotest sense. A me^^ day is really an act 
of devotion, if self-denial constitutes devotion, where 
there is only fresh-water-fish, or sea-fish, not of the 
.best and freshest, or salt-fish; where they are not well 
dressed, and without sauce, and where vegetables are 
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scarce and bod ; cold boiled teach, with ml and vin^ar' 
and cold boiled cauliflower, with the same sauce, are 
leM Mtiafactoiy than the wont fowl, steak, or chop. 
When fish is of the first quality, and got up in the- 
best style, it is excellent food, bat not otherwise; 
like poetry, it will uot admit of mediocnty. Where 
things are different, names differ also ; that of my fiiir 
companion was Altavilla, her danghter's Ghilietta, 
the Juliet of Romeo and of Shakspeare, and she spoke 
of her sister Clelia, a name of romance. 

Satcrdat, NovEMBEa 12.— We rose earlier than 
ever ; and by the bght of the bright stars, proceeded 
on our way, passing through a country which mas 
formerly thoroughly wasted by Hannibal, as Liry 
writes, "Aunibal, quod agri est inter Cortouam ur- 
bem Trasimenumque Lacum, omni clade belli per- 
vastat ; quo magis iram host! ad vindicandas socioriim 
injurias acuat." The dty of Cortona I had aot time 
to Tint ; it is said to have tnany monuments of antiquity) 
and the works of Pietro da, Cortona, and of other 



At Bun-rise we come suddmly upon the beaatifnl 
lake ti Thrantnene : the leather curtains were sudd«iify 
nrfledup ;- and I contemplated with feature a lovely 
tnoming,- reflected in these celebmted waters. I 
gazed upon fhem with silent and sincere delight, and 
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fbrg^ot the ]ire«ent ia contemplating the reinote past ; 
and as we crept along slowly by the edge of the liike, 
1 was absorbed in obscure indistinct reflections) for 
inch only can we form of the times of Flaminius and 
Hannibal.. 

The annent warriors, both Carthaginians and Ro- 
mans, were suddenly pat to flight by a modern hero, 
a brave soldier of his holiness, who asked for my pass- 
port, and told me to descend, that the lu^age might 
be examined, I obeyed with a very til grace, and the 
trunks of my companions underwent a long and rigo- 
rous inquisition. The tady had put on her head a new 
' hat of the largest size, and of the'finest straw, adorned 
with three long white ostrich feathers, to avoid the heavy 
duties, and tlius to import at a cheaper rate, into her 
native city, a splendid sample of Florentine elegance. 
I amused myself by reading a long manifesto, or pro- 
clamation, against prohibited books, in a spirit worthy 
of the darkest of the dark ages ; there was also a large 
press, inscribed "prohibited books;" I felt great curi- 
osity to open it. They tormented my little sacks, un- 
folded every parcel, and pryed into every cdrner ; my 
two or three books were severely acrotinried; B6erman 
dictionary and a book of roads -were examined, as if 
they had been the prodiictions of Martin Luther, or 
of Lady Morgan. To give 1*e deril fiis due, I must 
confesatbefellows^wereverycivilj as I had nothing to 
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loM) I was quite the contrary ; and they did not ask 
for money, a demand which, though of Bmall import- 
ance in itself, ia an indubitable proof of a shabby mode 
of doing busioesa. Having lost much time in these 
absurd investigations, we mounted oar carriage, and 
continued our ride by the side of the lake ; and then 
quitting it, crossed a pleasant lull) and came to Man- 
giano-, where a scanty, but not a meagre dinner) re- 
lieved US) tired and famished. 

In a paltry church they were celebrating a Catafalco 
of nine days, for the benefit of the dead ; in the 
middle of the church was a stage or scaffold, the Ca- 
tafolco, of four degrees, with abundance of lighted 
candles on each d^ee, or story; and at the top were 
two wax-work figures of a large size, one like a Roman 
soldier, the other a child crowned with roses; a priest 
iras saying mass, and the church was crowded with 
people. 

We went into a little coffee-hause, to take a cup of 
such coffee as tlteplaceafforded. In looking over the 
Gazette of the Lake of Thrasimene, or s newspaper 
with some such title, savouringof the Punic wars, I found 
an instance of the more than Pnnic &ith, and the same 
crooked policy, of the court of Rome in little matters, 
which formerly distinguished it in great ones. There 
was a long discusdon about executing some robber 
contrary to alleged promises; and a laboured juatifi- 
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cation of the see, stating that some bisliop had inter- 
fered) as a mediator of grace aud favour only. 

We arrived at Perugia about four o'clock in the 
afternoon; we met sucli ewarma of friars issuing from 
its gates, black, white, and black and white, Domini- 
cans) pied, like magpies, that it was evident we were 
no longer in the dominions of a mere eartbly monarch, 
but of "your most humble man's man. Emperor 
Peter." I was frightened by the accounts of the ex- 
actions prac^sed at the Post; I went therefore to the 
Crown, acomfortable and reasonable inn. I did not find 
one ElngUsli name in the book : but they showed me 
a journal, which bad been left tliere byayouug English 
lady, to see if I knew the hand. 1 looked at it, to 
•atisfy them that I did not. It was in the writing of a 
young person ; the only sentence which I read, said, 
that "the walls of Perugia are remarkably strong." . 

Son DAT, November 1.1 — Perugia is built on a 
steep hill ; but some of the streets are wide and hand- 
some, especially the Corao. The general appearance fit 
the city isstriking; the inhabitants have plentyof bouse- 
room, of walls, and arches, for it is thinly inhabited. 
The gate of St. Peter is anciait and noble, and that 
called the Arch of Augustus isa fine old gateway. The 
cathedral, dedicated to St. Lawrence, is heavy ; the 
church of the Dominicans is heavy and dark : the 
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citurch of St. Peter is rich and Jioely ptunted; and 
abouiH)* in pictures by Raphael, especially hU early 
works Bitd first fruits; the admirable productions of 
I^etro Perugino, the mosta of Raphael, and of the pic- 
torial grand&tber of, Raphael, the matter of I^«tro : a 
lai^ convent of Benedictines is annexed to this chun-h. 
The view from the folding doors behind the altar'is so 
beau^al) that it brings to mind the painful reflection — 
This is one of the lovely things I shall only see once, 
which is, perliaps, worse than not »eeing it at all. 

I met many pretty women in the streets; the Corso 
was much crowded at dusk, but I was told that all 
the Perugtans had g^one to pass the day in the country, 
as it was the feast of St. Martin. The wine of this 
distnct is white, sweet, and. better than any I have met 
with in Tuscany. 

Whilst I was at dinner, I beard a woman scolding 
most tremendonsly ; it was the only thing of the kind 
1 had heard since I left Eug^od ; the objurgation was 
BO loud and so loi^, that it drove all the women out 
of the kitchen-, they took refuge in the hall, where I 
was dining-i-the chambermaid, her daughter, and a 
good-looking girl, a daughter of the house as they say, 
for the children of the landlady are called in all coun- 
tries, a son of the house, or a daughter of the house. 
Tht^y seated themselves in a row on the table opposite, 
and .told roe, that of the four children of the house. 
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the. youngest, & boy of ten yairs, who wbb IiU mother's 
favourite, had been putiisbect by his father for som« 
misconduct ; at which themotber was enraged, and Itad 
delivered, nlth extraordinary vehemence and pathos, the 
oration which I bad heard, to tbe fatber, w)v> {tresemed 
as strict and as respectful a silence as tbe pots and pans 
on the walls. 

Travelling in Italy is a solitary thing ; there are no 
tables d'hote, no public convej'ances, no one is to be 
found at the inns: tbe Italians are very courteous; but 
tlie men arei without esception, the shyest people in 
tbe world ; and tlie women, who are not shy, are more 
guarded, and looked after more strictly and closely, 
than amcHigst any other western nation. 

Monday, Novehbee 14. — I quitted Pougia.at 
eleven with a vetturino; I had no companions; nede- 
Bcended a l<mg steep hill, and crossed the Tibet by tbe 
bridge of S. Giovanni. It began to nun, and it rained 
so bard as we passed the church of Madonna d^li Au- 
gioli, a iarge building with a cupola, in honour of the 
spot where St. Francis died, that I could not descend 
to view the interior without great inconvenience. As 
we ascended the hill, the rain fell in torrents, witfafaail, 
thunder, and Ughtning ; and as we entered the city of 
Asiiu, the water was running through .tlie streets like 
a mill-stream. We drove into the cloisters of the cau- 
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vent; I was received by a monk, who had bees in 
Malta and Egypt, and was on board an £iigluh ship 
at the battle of the Nile. He Bhowed me the upper 
church ; it was paittted by Pietra Perugino, Hapltad, 
and othar great men; but the fretcos are so much de- 
faced aabi be hardly viable; the mia aikl wind were 
beating agaimt the windows of painted glass, wkch 
seemed on the point of being driven in by the frightful 
storm. The lower church is panted by the same gre^ 
artists, and their vrorks are in good preaervatiou ; but 
it was too dork under this hoatile sky to see them with 
any advantage. Beneath ia a little ohapel, lutely fitted 
up in a. handsome manner, in which the bone* of St. 
Francis had been found, and were again deposited. 

As we were descending to the tomb of the suint, the 
Franciscan said, "The English are the deliverers of 
Italy; England was the hammer that broke in pieces 
the power of France ; she was the only CQunfry that 
would not acknowl^ge the little Coreican corporal as 
an emperor." I confess, that at that time, and in tliM 
pUce, . I felt somewhat ashamed of the compliraent. 

The monk introduced me-to the general of the re- 
ligion, or order ; they were kissing Ins handE, and 
treating him with great and kingly rererence. He 
wore a shovel-hat, like an Eng^h prebendary ; as it 
was a new one, he had stuek tm old one upon it to 
shield it from die rain. I suppose I was to have been 
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)»reseiite<], to have exchanged bows, and to have re- 
tired; butou seeing the two hats, the Tale of aTub came 
JDtotny head : I remembered that Peter used to *' t«fce 
three old h'lj^i-crowned liata, ami clap them all on hii 
bead, three rtory high," and <»lled to mJod the en- 
gravings in which he is represented thus attired; I 
«ud<l«Dly said—that the general only wanted another 
hat to be Pope. The words were hardly out of niy 
mouth, when it struck me' that I had made a most in- 
<lecorous »peech ; bnt 1 s^dtomyself, Ineed not mind 
the Fratlciseans ! It seems tbat tliey bad not read the 
Tale of aTub ; for they all cried out with one voice, 
**The spirit of prophecy is upon him," and congratu- 
lated the general on the omen, 

"IwSuld, th« c(Jleg« of llie cardinil* 
Would eboou hUD Pop«. iud carry him lo Rome, 
And iwt UiB triple caoWB upon hii head ; 
Tkat were > Hate C( for bu bolinilM." 

Instead of turning me out of the convent, the de- 
lighted general made me sit down on a cold itone in 
the cloisters, whilst he stood on my left band, and 
talked tome for at teasthalf an houl'in strict coiifidence. 
Mid in the most tiresome style imaginable. This I 
supt>ose was the highest human honour; ifSt Francis 
Iwmself were to rise from die dead, he could only sit 
«n the right hand of the general, in prodigious. glory; 
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who then ^lossiUy wontd moimt the third hat, mm! be 
«a inagnanunoM as Robin Hood's beggar -j— 
"Ho h»* three balsnponJiis held 



He cv'i neilhei for wind nor iret. 
In landi (rhere'er hs past." 

He told me ull hU reasons [or refusing tlie pontifi- 
cate, if it were offered to him, unless it should be ne- 
ceBMiTjr for the interests of reli^on to accept it ; how, 
why, and to what extent he waaweatherwiae; and what 
be did when he rended at Rome. ■ The old man bad 
lost all fais teeth ; it was extremely difficult to under- 
stand lum • I found that I made tad mistakes in my 
answers, but he did not seem t4kmind them ; and his 
conversation was of such a native, that one aosw^ did 
nearly as w^ as another. He was a visitor, as I under- 
stood, and (hd not rewde there; indeed there was a bas- 
ket near him neatly tied up, and two bottles, I pre* 
Bume for a iii'a(«rHM. 

Id the sacristy I saw three women, I suppose ladies 
of Assisi, couYersiog with the monks ; tb^y were plain* 
but Qot.reiy terrible nor unreasanahly old. Whethw 
the Auuotts wife of soow has been nitaculousl; pr^ 
servoda awl still remains the cool and calm widow of a 
fervid sunt; or whether j^ waa dissolved, either in 
tk^ amu of her beatified lover, or subsequ«ntly, i 
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did ni>t learn : I drd not jeven venture to iqqtiire for 
the spot, wfakh had been the scene of su amoar bo ex- 
traordinaTy, and aurpasaing all the amorous exploits of 
gtvl* or of men ; which ii theref«re justly cited a* a 
proof «f the omDipotettce of love : — 

" Lore'i powsr'i too great (0 be wkbitood 
B; teebla haiaaB leah aad blood — : 
— 'Twu b« that aiada St. FiancU do 
More tbau the deTil could tempt bim lo, 
!■ cold uid fro^ wBBtber grow 
\ ^lainaar'd of » wiis ot now ; 

Aad though iba were of rigid temper* 
With melting flames accost aad tempt her." 

I nounted my earriage and quitted the Sacro Coa- 
vento ; acc^^ing to the old general's prediction, the 
evening proved fine. The country wa* pleasant ; I ob- 
served aooietolembly Iw^obIcb. 1 arrived at Folignoia 
the dark) and soon afterwards sat down to supper in my 
solitary inn, 1' Abergo Imperiale. By degrees one learns 
to tolerate the Italian soup, or mmeitra, which is eaten 
twice a day ; it conusta <^ a large quantity of bread, 
hiwhich case only it is called toup, tufpa ; m oi pastOt 
thkt is macanwi, vermicelli, or some similar paste; or 
oometiines of rice, boiled in a very little water, with no 
perceptible tin^ of meat, and flavoured wi^a small 
qnautity of strong, often ranki cheese grated. After 
a long jouriKy It wanns and reinreshes; which is not 
laying much for it, because under such circumstances^ 
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■ny i*mna noarishmeDt will produ<!e that effect; and 
pcrbaps I may add, that Dothing bo cheap ii ao bearable. 
Our luxnry has made two words periectly distinct 
and separatet whi<^ were ongiuaUy one and the aame 
in our language, as they still are in the Italian; aoup 
and aop, t*ppa; and in the Spaaisbi aopa. The first 
•onp waa a mere sop; bread has always been the prin- 
cqial, and almost the only > food of the southern nations ; 
to wann the chilly traveller, or labourer, tP spare Ins 
teeth, and to hasten the filling of his stomach, as 
much boiUng water was poured upon the hard, dry 
bread •• it would take up; it wa« then masbed; 
and to make it less unpalatable, a spoonful of oil, a 
little salt, pepper, red or black, and onion, or gar- 
lic, was added : this is die chief food, and the soup of 
Spain; in thatcountry sometimes, but inll^yalw^s, 
as a further addition, a smsU quantity of grated cheeae 
is sprinkled over it. Whenever a few ouaces, or inches, 
of meat were boiling for the frugal meal, it was usual 
to take some uf the liquor from the pot to pour upon 
the bread, rather to save the trouble of warming watw 
in another vessel^ than through the hope of adding any 
thing, by such feeble assistance, to the strength of 
the mixtUTe. In Spain, boiled meat is less common, 
and soup is frequently made in its native umplicitf. 
In Italy, a morsel of boiled- meat is always served up 
afterwards, and the water has consequently a slight 
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tinge of flesh. This is the humble origin tt the rich 
French soups and of our still licbn Hnlligatawny, 
and turtle soupt actual or mock; the word soup itself 
is DOW defified by Johnson thus : " Str9n^ decoction 
of flesh for the table." 

The uae of grated cheese is uiriversal in Italy : tins 
sauce has at least the recommendation of great anti- 
quity ; it was one of the ingredients in the mess, which 
a woman, like the goddesses, prepared for Westor: 
she grated into it goats milk chetTse with % brazen 

grater: — 

ii rvvq, utiHa itjny, 

Oivy Dpo/tvcifi, f Ti f aif (lov rvq rupov 
Kvi]Ti xnXxitp. — Iliad A. T.63T. 

After supper there is uothiug else to be done but 
to go immediately to bed, according to the sorrowful 
custom of the country : as soon as it is dark they go 
to bed, because the rooms are not fit to sit in, and be- 
cause they do not know what to do with themselres. 

TuBSDAT* November 15.— Asmy vetturino wished 
to get other passengers, I was not disturbed at an un- 
r^stwably early hour; I had time to take the refresh- 
ment of a cup of cofiee; and it was light enough to 
vimt a celebrated work. It is in a small church, in a 
small convent, called delle Contesse; it is not a large 
picture ; it seems to have been piunted on wood, and 
luu been much injured. The young St. Jobu at the 
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bottoB) of the picture is the oddest little figure iroa- 
gioable; be is more like a Bttrimp half picked, than 
any thing human or divine. My yettiirino procured 
three officera of the Pope's gnard to fill up hi* carriage ; 
it is but justice to say, thatthey had twoswordtaaaongct 
them and only one umbrella. They were civil young 
men ; one had beeo at the military school at La Ft^cbe 
lor five years under the government of NapcJeon; 
another had b^^n to study English under a French 
ahb£, and to read the Vicar of Wakefield; the book 
which, by reason of the easiness of the style, is always 
first attempted by foreigners. 

- The valley of Foligno is ^reeable ; it is watered by 
the Clitumnns; this r^ou was the delight of the 
Latin poets, and Phny has described it well and agree- 
ably in the eighth epistle of his eighth book. At the 
post, called Le Vene, is a little ancient temple sacred 
to the BpurcM of this river; "adjacet templum pris- 
cum et religioaum." Abont the middle of the day 
we reached Spoleto ; and after a very suminary col- 
lation ve walked about the steep town to look at its 
antiquities: a gateway, before which Hannibal is said 
to have retreated, is as ugly as that general himself, 
when he looked down with bis last eye from the back 
of his last ekphant : — 

" O qusUs ficias et quili digns Ubell&, 
Cum GkIoIb ducen poitvet belliw Iubcuip I " 
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A Latin ioacnptlon on Jhe gaie, which is better than 
the gate itself), records tlie event. We vinted an aquev 
duct still ID uset overadeep ravioei well built of brick; 
nith pointed arches ; and au old and ugljr.catfaediatr 
with some frescos by the painter LJppi, whose tomb. 
inscribed with the Latin verses of Ai^^o Polisiauo^ 
is also there. They boast that the present Pope it 
from the neigbbourbood of this city. In descending 
the Sommai one of our bind spring broket Iwt th« 
yettuHDO mended tt with a chain* We arrived in the 
dark at the Post at Terui, n filthy inn. It was full 
of Italianst the victims of vetturini like ounelves ; thef 
were supping in great discomfort. Scenes such aa 
this, obscene feasts in cold comfortless hMllB> make 
the tired traveller doubt, whether pictureti churches, 
ttatues, «nd a landscape a litlle di^rent from that ij 
his own country, ere a sufficient compenuition for hia 
toils and privutions. The vetturino declared that he 
hid not promised to w(Ut for me> that I migfat visit 
the cascade; but, as he found me inSezible, be at last 
submitted. 

WBDMESDA.Y, NoTKHBBR l6.— -I was called at h»lf^ 
past four : 1 accordingly got up in the cold and dark 
to be highly delighted ; and before it waa Ught, I pror 
ceeded on my ezcursiou in a biga alone. It became 
light tts 1 approached, and when 1 arrived at the fall 
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it was « beaatiftil mining. Aa all Bchemes &inj nt«- 
bliihinnit* labour under ttie defect of a want of money, 
eoall wateriklla are ill supplied with water; tins, how- 
ever, IB an exception. I attributed the large atream of - 
dte Velino to the late abundant raioc; but I waa told 
that it iaalwaya full. The scenery ia reinarfcabl^ the 
height prodi^ug, and the effect of the returning 
8{Hty marrdlAna ; it vould be a delightful thing .to 
contemplate in peace tbia extraordinaiy and etem^ 
moaatnflit of Roman draining, nithout guides or heg- 
gan. But peace, cleatilineaai a?>d truth, are denied ta 
aHwbo trevd in loTcly Italy ; and fiuitaatical persona 
are> apt te be annoyed- at the absence «f these thsee 
graces. After haring viewed the eascade from several 
stations, and satiafied,orratberdiBBatiefied,allcIaimaDts, 
I returned to the rirer Nera, which recares the Velino 
dter ita fall, and carriea tts'waterw trith its own to the 
Tiber. 

"SqUnKi Nw slbai aqaft, foaWsqaa-VeliBi.'' 
We followed the Nera to Tetni, which place is suri 
founded by the divided river, and was therefore hf- 
nerly named Inlmamia; it vras the native place of 
Cornelius Tacitus, " Interaninates «um ma&icipka 
snumfuisaegloriantar;" and it s^ possesses some 
ftagments of Kidquity. I took a cup oS coffee, and 
continoed my journey with two-^of the life goaidsmen; 
the Aird remained ttt TerBi. We were dragged up a 
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Bteep hill at Ndmi by two grey oxea wiffa long honis. 
At (hefootofconudnablehills penoDsatteiid, who let 
a yoke of these poweriul and < laborious anitiials to draw 
a carriage to the top of the hill ; they march in front 
of the horaea, and are festencd l^ a long rope, which 
passei DDder the pole ; -by their aamataace the horse* 
ascend a mountain without fatigue; and b«i»g' fresh 
are able' to continue their jounMyi in ooBsequence of 
llna judicious economy of their streofth. 

At Otricoli we tooit a very ligfat collation ; and at it 
was extronidy qM, nwde a cheerful wood fi re, which wa» 
iideed the only cheerful thing in thfeplace. I obaerred 
dwt th^ wes« laying heaps of manure to the roots of 
the olive ti««8. - The greei flocks of white goats <»i tike 
»des of the mountatne bud -a pleasiog ^ect amongst 
the shrubs, which were chiefly ites, box, juniper, and 
otbn eyergreens^; the goatiierds had slnggf brtecbea 
of goat skin; at a distance, aod amongst the bushes, 
they looked like Satyrs. In the afternoon was a furious 
storm, wind, niih bail, tiuinder, and lightning; the 
hail stones were large and covered the road. I crossed, 
tite second time, the most celebrated of rivers, the 
Tiber; be was flowing as of old, 

" VmtidbDS isjndis St molti dsras sn&fL" 
In walking up a bill immediately afterwards, I 
saw the cyckmen growing wild in abundance ; I 
gdthared one of the pretty reflex Sowers to remind 
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me of our gardeni. It waa dark when we reached - 
Civiti Castellaoa ; I could not therefore comply with 
the direction of % frieod, which I had written in the 
noar^D of my ttiiierary, " to walk round the eulx 
nrbi." Our iqu was 1«h detestable than last oight; 
but dreary and comfortleea. Our vetturino said 
modestlyt that he bad wished to sup at another table, 
but OS the waiter hod placod a cover for him with 
us, he would join our perty, and would first wash 
his hands. This remtjaQt of the simplicity of the 
golden ^e, when therewere no distinctions of rank, still 
lingers here: the waslung of hands, I [wesumet is an 
innovation ; ceitniAy it is not of an older date than the 
nlver age; I cannot believe that, in the primitive 
state of innocence, dirt was considered a sin; for uq 
was unknown : or when the rivers rut with milk, and 
ydlow honey dropped from the rocks attd oaksi that 
the trades <^ comb-makers and soap-boilers were eser^ 
cised ; for these consideratioDS, innocence is less pleasing 
to me,thanpcrhapaitought to be; and because monks 
and nuns, the most innoceut of mankind) havt^ not- 
iTithstandiog thdr purity of soul, bodily a most impure 
odour. I slept souodly in the land of the ancient Sa-^ 
bines; where, if any wherei simplicity and aingle- 
toqgued candoHr ought to be fonud. 
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Thussdat, November 17. — I was glad to find « 

coffee-house open at four o'clock this morning, and to 
get a cup of chocolate ; it being the castotn to «et out 
on journeys at such early hoursi these places are gene- 
rally open by times, which ia a great comfort, at least 
to me ,- for to rise at four, and to travel till noon with- 
out any food, gives me a cruel headache. As we were 
gtHng out of the city in the dark, « long wall was 
pointed out to me, as being the fortress in which, many 
persons, I think my informant said about two hundred, 
were then confined, for entertaining, or expresdng, 
opinions tinfevoureble to the government: I was told 
that they were alt persons of respectability. How long 
will this last? 

We arrived at Baccano before nocm, &t a filthy inn : 
there was nothing to eat ; but my companions bought 
two fowls of the vetturino, which he had purchased on 
the road to sell with a profit in Rome. They were im- 
mediately committed in execution into the custody of 
the cook, who gave each a chop on the head, and then 
cuttheti)roat,but did not cut the head off. He threw 
them on the floor, and three hungry cats came and 
licked their blood : they were then dipped in boiling 
water; tbefeathers torn off quickly; theywere drawn 
and washed in cold water, and spitted. He raked the 
wood aslies upon the hearth, and hung the spit over 
them, so that the fowls were roasted from below : a 
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blind man rame and turned the ipit ; and the cook 
from time to time poured oil over them as thiy were 
roastingi from a vessel like a tea-poL The map with 
which our feast commenced, was supposed to be ex- 
tremely rich ; because, in addition to the usual ingre- 
dients—a little cheeise, a little water, and much bread, 
it was augmented by the gizzards and livers of two 
fowU. As if to illustrate the squalid poverty that 
reigned, and the little advantages which it was thought 
worth while to take, my companions complaint londly, 
that all had not been put into the soup ; this complaint 
gave rise to violent and angry discassion ; the tAreen 
was at last taken away, and brought back ^^n with a 
few more crumbs of gizzard and Viver in it. No scene, 
except perhaps some in the Spanish novel of Lazarillo 
de Tormes, ever presented such a lively picture of 
hunger as this altercation. - Having satisfied the sacred 
demands of justice, we proceeded to appease the still 
more importunate claims of the stomach. The lar^ 
bowl of sopped bread was soon emptied; thetwogen- 
tlemen of the guard, happy in the full enjoyment ctf 
their ri^ts, praised thesoup, as being the concentrated 
essence of meat. Next came the fowls, to the murder 
of which I bad been a witoesE almost under the walls 
of Rome ; I should have been very much shocked, if 
I could have gotten any thing else to eat y but as I 
could not, I devoured my share with an excellent ap- 
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